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[*EXTERNAL MAIL** - Think Before You Click]
Dear Lisa,

Our ref: CPA180187
Private to public water supply, Lochportain, North Uist

Thank you for your consultation in respect of the above proposal, to install a new water main to
bring the water supply to Lochportain into public ownership.

There are natural heritage interests of international and national importance on the site, but our
advice is that these will not be adversely affected by the proposal.

Loch nam Madadh SAC

Part of the proposed works are located within or could affect Loch nam Madadh Special Area of
Conservation (SAC), selected for its marine and intertidal habitats, as well as otter Lutra lutra.
Otter are also a European Protected Species (EPS) and therefore protected wherever they occur.

The site’s status means that the requirements of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.)
Regulations 1994 as amended (the “Habitats Regulations”) or, for reserved matters the
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 as amended apply. The NatureScot
website has a summary of the legislative requirements

In our view, this proposal is likely to have a significant effect on all of the marine and intertidal
habitats* and otter, as qualifying features of Loch nam Madadh SAC. However, we advise that, if
the works are carried out in accordance with the mitigation proposed in the submitted
Construction Method Statement (CMS) and Ecology Survey Report (March 2025), our conclusion

is that the proposal will not adversely affect the integrity of the site.
* the qualifying habitats are: intertidal mudflats and sandflats; lagoons; reefs; shallow inlets and bays; subtidal
sandbanks.

We would advise that where alternative routes are proposed, wherever possible, those that are
furthest from Mean High Water Springs (MHWS) should be preferred, so as to increase the buffer

between the works (and any future maintenance works) and the SAC site.

In addition, we would suggest that prior to installation, all pipes stored in the storage compound
or on site are kept capped to prevent ingress by wildlife.

The appraisal we carried out considered the following factors:

¢ The submitted CMS includes measures for the protection of otter and pollution prevention
and control that will protect marine and intertidal habitats, including:


https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nature.scot%2Fprofessional-advice%2Fsafeguarding-protected-areas-and-species%2Fprotected-species%2Flegal-framework%2Fhabitats-directive-and-habitats-regulations&data=05%7C02%7Clisa.melville%40scottishwater.co.uk%7Ce1898ff2c41a4a43a61108ddbd344957%7Cf90bd2e7b5c04b259e27226ff8b6c17b%7C0%7C0%7C638874754484011744%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wXi9IU5Ebv1yNr7XoUioOngK8WDbaujt%2BVHfgGCTa2I%3D&reserved=0

Environmental aspects (p3)
o Section 7 Environmental (pp8-9), including:

m “Any excavations that result in remaining open overnight or for extended
periods of time should have animal ladders installed to aid any wildlife
that enters the excavations to exit safely.”

o Section 12 Emergency procedures - Environmental (p13)
o Risk Assessment, especially sections on:

m SSSI& SAC

= Ecology

= Environmental

= Pollution

= Fuelling

= Working in or near excavations

e The Ecology Survey Report (March 2025) includes mitigation measures that will
specifically ensure the protection of otter, including:

o Toolbox talks

o Pre-commencement checks for otter

o Suspension of works if otters are found on the works site until suitable mitigation
measures (i.e. exclusion zones) are put in place

o Securing a European Protected Species (EPS) licence for any works within 30
metres of an otter resting place, or 200 metres of a natal holt (note the ecology
report states 100 metres, but this should be 200 metres)

The Ecology Survey Report (March 2025) does not cover the area of the proposed site compound.
However, this location is already used for similar purposes by other parties, so there is a similar
established use, and your proposed mitigation measures (key points outlined above) would
ensure that activities will not adversely affect the integrity of the site.

Loch an Duin SSSI/RAMSAR sites

The proposal is also located within Loch an Duin Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and
RAMSAR sites. The features of these protected areas are closely aligned with those of the SAC
designated site, but the SSSI also includes the breeding bird assemblage and brackish water
cockle (Cerastoderma glaucum). Impacts on habitats and otter have been considered within
our appraisal for the SAC site outlined above. The works will be undertaken outwith the main bird
breeding season, so there will not be any disturbance of breeding birds within the SSSI site (Nb:
works should be completed by 31 March). Your proposed mitigation (outlined above, and
including pollution prevention and control measures) would be acceptable to also avoid impacts
on brackish water cockle within the SSSI site. The proposed works will not damage the qualifying
features of the site, so they fall under an exception under which SSSI consent is not required.

Loch Maddy - Sound of Harris GCR site
We do not consider that the proposed works will have a significantimpact on the Loch Maddy -
Sound of Harris Geological Conservation Review (GCR) sites.

The advice in this email is provided by NatureScot, the operating name of Scottish Natural
Heritage.
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Yours sincerely,
Matthew

Matthew Topsfield | Operations Officer — West (Outer Hebrides & Argyll)
Mata Topsfield | Ofigear-obrachaidhean - lar (Na h-Eileanan Siar & Earra-
Ghaidheal)
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From February 2025, NatureScot is launching a new way of providing statutory advice and SSSI consents called
InformedDECISION. Find out more on our web page

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to
whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the system manager or the sender.
Please note that for business purposes, outgoing and incoming emails from and to NatureScot may be monitored.

Tha am post-dealain seo agus fiosrachadh sam bith na chois diomhair agus airson an neach no buidheann ainmichte a-
mhain. Mas e gun d’ fhuair sibh am post-dealain seo le mearachd, cuiribh fios dhan manaidsear-siostaim no neach-
sgriobhaidh.

Thoiribh an aire airson adhbharan gnothaich, ‘s docha gun téid suil a chumail air puist-dealain a’ tighinn a-steach agus a’
dol a- mach bho NadarAlba.
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