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Kirsten Watson  
Marine Directorate Licencing and Operations Team  
375 Victoria Road  
Aberdeen  
AB11 9DB  
 

Ref: TWP-AYR-TWP-CON-RPT-00001

Date: 26/11/2025

Subject: Ayre O shore Wind Farm

Application for Ayre O shore Wind Farm Limited for Consent to Construct and Operate a
Generating Station, Ayre O shore Wind Farm

Electricity Act 1989

The Electricity (Applications for Consent) Regulations 1990

The Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland)

Regulations 2017

Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009

Marine (Scotland) Act 2010

The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2007

The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017

Dear Kirsten,

The Applicant, Ayre O shore Wind Farm Limited (AOWFL) are proposing the development of
the Ayre O shore Wind Farm, herein referred to as the Project.

This application is being submitted by AOWFL for:

 Consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 (Section 36 Consent) for the
construction and operation of an o shore generating station (the Ayre O shore
Wind Farm); and

 A declaration under Section 36A of the Electricity Act 1989 extinguishing public
rights of navigation only so far as they pass through the locations in the sea where
the structures forming part of the Ayre O shore Wind Farm are to be placed.

 

This letter is also accompanied by applications for the following Marine Licences under Part 4 
of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 and Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010:  

 Marine Licence for the Generating Station consisting of: Wind Turbines Generators 
(WTGs), WTG foundations, inter array cables and associated scour and cable 
protection. 
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 Marine Licence for the O shore Transmission Infrastructure consisting of: up to 
two O shore Substation Platforms (OSPs), OSP foundations, up to three 
interconnector cables, up to four export cables and associated scour and cable 
protection). 

Overview of the Project 

The Ayre O shore Wind Farm Array Area is approximately 200 km2, 22 km east of Orkney and 
lies predominantly within the Scottish O shore Region. The proposed Ayre O shore Wind 
Farm comprises: 

 Up to 67 WTGs, spaced no less than 1,086 m; 
 A maximum rotor blade diameter of 326 m, maximum blade tip height of 356 m 

(above LAT) and a minimum blade clearance of 30 m (above LAT);  
 Up to 185 km of up to 132kV inter-array cables; 
 Up to four HVAC export cables totalling 360 km; 
 Scour protection around substructures and cable protection (if required);  
 Deployment of buoys (including construction marker buoys and metocean buoys if 

required); and  
 All foundations, substructures, fixtures, fittings, fixings and protections. 

Power will be exported to the National Electricity Transmission Network via a substation 
located within the area of Banniskirk, Caithness. Some elements of the o shore transmission 
infrastructure may be located within the Ayre O shore Wind Farm Array Area but will be 
covered by a separate, accompanying, Marine Licence application. 

Documentation Enclosed and Application Fees  

AOWFL has been in regular correspondence with Marine Directorate Licensing Operations  
Team regarding the Section 36 consent and Marine Licence application for the proposed  
Ayre O shore Wind Farm. The application documents submitted consist of the  
following:  

 Application Form 
 Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report 
 Site Drawings 
 Planning Statement 
 EIA Report (including Non-Technical Summary – the EIA Report covers the 

Proposed Development (O shore)  
 Report to Inform Appropriate Assessment 
 Derogation Case without prejudice 
 Gap Analysis 
 Supporting Documentation and appendices (outline management plans, MPA 

assessment) 
Application fees for the Section 36 consent and for the Marine Licence for the proposed Ayre 
O shore Wind Farm will be paid electronically on receipt of invoice from Scottish 
Government.  

Related Applications  

A separate Marine Licence application has been submitted under Part 4 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and Part 4 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 for the deposit of 
substances and objects and the construction, alteration or improvement of works within the 
Scottish Marine Area and Scottish O shore Region in relation to the Ayre O shore 
Transmission Infrastructure.  

The Ayre Onshore Transmission Infrastructure associated with the Ayre O shore Wind Farm 
Project is subject to a separate application for planning under the Town and Country Planning 
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(Scotland) Act 1997. The Onshore application was submitted in August 2025 to The Highland 
Council Planning reference: 25/02964/PIP. 

The Applicant is a generation licence holder under Section 6 of the Electricity Act 1989. 

Public Notices 

We confirm that public notices regarding the applications will be placed on Thistle Wind 
Partners website, in the Edinburgh Gazette, The Orcadian and the John O'Groats Journal for 
two successive weeks.  

A copy of applications, with a plan showing the area to which they relate, together with a copy 
of the EIA Report presenting Ayre O shore Wind Farm’s proposal and an analysis of the 
environmental implications will be made available for public inspection at the below 
locations.  

Location Address Opening Hors 

Wick Library  East Caithness Community 
Facility, 7 Newton Rd, Wick 
KW1 5SA 

Monday: 07:00 - 12:30; 14:45 - 
20:30 Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday: 07:00 - 20:30 Friday: 
07:00 - 12:30; 14:45 - 20:30 
Saturday, Sunday: 10:00 - 16:00 

Orkney Library & Archive 44 Junction Rd, Kirkwall KW15 
1AG 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday: 10:00 – 18:00 
Friday and Saturday: 10:00 – 
17:00 
Sunday: Closed 

 

Once the applications have been accepted by Marine Directorate Licensing Operations Team, 
the EIA Report and Non-Technical Summary will be published online at: 
https://www.thistlewindpartners.scot/.  

We look forward to hearing from you in relation to the formal acceptance of the applications. 
Please do not hesitate to contact Hannah Page (via ) if we can be of 
assistance.  

Yours Faithfully 

Hannah Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

















■

■

Publication of the information provided in Section 5a regarding the estimated cost of the works may
prejudice the ongoing commercial tendering process, and is therefore considered to be commercially 
confidential.



Ayre Offshore Wind Farm - Offshore Wind Farm Generation Assets, located east of Orkney

■

Ms H Page

Ayre Offshore Wind Farm Limited

12-13 St Andrew Square, Edinburgh, EH2 2 AF

Environment & Consents Lead

N/A

13847599

2030 2070

[Redacted]

[Redacted]



Commercially confidential. For the purpose of this application (and on the understanding this information 
will be redcated prior to publishing) we anticipate the gross cost of the proposed works seawards of 
MHWS to be in the region of .

See supporting information.
Detailed information is also provided within the accompanying EIA Report (EIAR):
Volume 1, Chapter 3: Project Description

See supporting information and Volume 1, Chapter 3: Project Description of EIA Report.

Geophysical and geotechnical surveys.

See supporting information and Volume 1, Chapter 3: Project Description of EIA Report.

See supporting information and Volume 1, Chapter 3: Project Description of EIA Report.

See supporting information with list of coordinates and location plan of the Array Area within which the 
generation assets will be located.

[Redacted]



Please refer to Volume 1, Chapter 3: Project Description of the EIA Report.

A detailed Construction Method Statement, Cable Plan and Construction Programme will be submitted 
for approval in advance of construction works commencing.

P

N/A See separate sheet
P See separate sheet
P See separate sheet

N/A See separate sheet
P See separate sheet

P See separate sheet

P See separate sheet

P See separate sheet

Please see Supporting Information

By vessel. Details of vessels and routes to be used will be
provided in a Navigational Safety and Vessel Management 
Plan that will be submitted for approval in advance of works 
commencing. Information provided in Volume 1, Chapter 3: 
Project Description of the EIA Report.



Environment & Consents Lead



Environment & Consents Lead







✔

25/02964/PIP Awaiting

A Planning Permission in Principle application for onshore 
elements of the project (landward of MLWS) was submitted to 

The Highlands Council in August 2025

✔

✔

Option for 
Lease

Agreement

Through
Scotwind
process

Not required

✔

✔

Not required

Not required

No



■

See supporting information and the Volume 3, Technical Appendix 5.2: Pre-Application Consultation 
Report submitted as part of the application.

■

See supporting information and the Volume 3, Technical Appendix 5.2: Pre-Application Consultation 
Report submitted as part of the application.

See supporting information and the Volume 3, Technical Appendix 5.2: Pre-Application Consultation 
Report submitted as part of the application.

Conservation bodies have been consulted with extensively, throughout the development of the 
application and EIA Process. Please see enclosed EIA Report, each topic chapter has a record of 
consultations relevant to that topic and a summary of consultations is provided in Volume 1, Chapter 5: 
Consultation and Engagement.

No

N/A

■

■

■



■

The EIA Report is available at the following locations: www.thistlewindpartners.scot (electronic copy), 
Wick Library (Wick), Orkney Library & Archive (Kirkwall)

HANNAH PAGE

Environment & Consents Lead

[Redacted]



✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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Ayre O shore Wind Farm Marine Licence Application Supporting 
Information 
Section 5 (b) Give a detailed description of the proposed schedule of work.  

1.1.1 A high-level indicative construction programme is presented in the figure below. The 
programme illustrates the likely duration of the major construction activities, and how 
they may relate to one another if built out in a single construction campaign. It covers 
installation of the major components (including o shore transmission infrastructure 
works which will be licenced under a separate Marine Licence application). Ayre 
O shore Wind Farm is currently anticipated to be fully commissioned by 2034.  

1.1.2 Timing of construction works will be subject to Ayre O shore Wind Farm reaching 
Final Investment Decision and actual works durations will be dependent on a number 
of factors including, component and vessel availability, weather and final construction 
strategy. Construction is intended to take place 24 hours per day, 365 days per year, 
subject to weather conditions, until construction is complete. 

 
1.1.3 The sequence of activities associated with the construction of the Ayre O shore Wind 

Farm and O shore Transmission Infrastructure are likely to be as follows, with various 
activities set out below being undertaken concurrently:  

 Detailed pre-construction site investigations – some of these may be subject to 
separate licence applications;  

 Seabed preparation works;  
 Transport to site and installation of foundations, anchors and moorings;  
 Transport to site and installation of inter-array and interconnector cables;  
 Transport to site and installation of export cables;  
 Transport to site and installation of O shore Substation Platforms;  
 Transport to site and installation of wind turbine generators (WTGs); and  
 Wind Turbine system testing and commissioning. 

Section 5(c) Types of Work Proposed 

1.1.4 General Marine Project (e.g. wave, tidal device, monopile turbine) O shore Wind Farm 
comprised of:  
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 Up to 67 WTGs, spaced no less than 1,086 m; 
 A maximum rotor blade diameter of 326 m, maximum blade tip height of 356 m 

(above LAT) and a minimum blade clearance of 30m (above LAT);  
 Up to 185 km of up to 132kV inter-array cables; 
 Scour protection around substructures and cable protection (if required);  
 Deployment of buoys (including construction marker buoys and metocean buoys if  
 required); and  
 All foundations, substructures, fixtures, fittings, fixings and protections. 

Section 8 (a) Quantity of permanent (and temporary, where applicable) materials to 
be deposited below MHWS: 

Type of Deposit Nature of Deposit (P= 
Permanent, T= 
Temporary) 

Deposit Quantity 

Steel/Iron P Estimated approximately 271,120 tonnes
(substructures/foundation, WTGs, etc)

Timber N/A N/A
Plastic/Synthetic P Estimated up to 28,500 m3 IAC

insulation protection layers
Concrete P Estimated up to 1,742,400 m3

Silt N/A N/A
Sand P Estimate up to 1,665,000 m3 for IAC

trench infill
Stone/Rock/Gravel P Size range (mm) typically 15 - 400 mm.

Estimate approximately 160,800 m3 as
scour protection at base of steel
substructures
Estimate approximately 1,557,000 m3 for
IAC cable protection

Concrete bags/Mattresses P Estimate approximately 90,000 m3 for
cable protection

Cable Length P Up to 185 km IAC

Section 6 Location of Project (including any temporary deposit locations)

1.1.5 Coordinates of the Array Area within which the generation assets will be located are
listed in the table below. The Array Area is also illustrated below.
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Section 24 Advertising and Consultation 

Have these proposals been advertised to the public? YES. If YES, how and where? 

1.1.6 A first round public consultation event was held following publication of the O shore 
Scoping Report. The consultation event was advertised in local papers and online. The 
consultation event was held at:  

 Keiss Village Hall – 01 May 2025, 1pm-6:30pm  
1.1.7 The adverts were placed in: 

 John O Groats Journal (26 March 2025)  
1.1.8 A virtual exhibition room, accessible via the Thistle Wind Partners webpage, was open 

throughout the duration of the consultation period. The layout of the virtual exhibition 
room replicated the in-person events, allowing users to explore the consultation 
materials online at a time that suited them. 

1.1.9 A second round of consultation events were held prior to the consent application 
submission to provide an update on the development of the Ayre O shore Wind Farm 
and seek feedback from consultees on Orkney. 

1.1.10 The consultation events were held at:  

 Deerness Community Centre – 27 August 2025, 10am-1pm  
 St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall – 27 August 2025, 3pm-7pm  
 St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall – 28 August 2025, 9:30am-12:30pm 

1.1.11 The adverts were placed in:  

 The Orcadian (26 June 2025)  
1.1.12 A virtual exhibition room, accessible via the Thistle Wind Partners webpage, was open 

throughout the duration of the consultation. The layout of the virtual exhibition room 
replicated the in-person events, allowing users to explore the consultation materials 
online at a time that suited them.  

1.1.13 Within the enclosed EIA Report, each topic chapter has a record of consultations 
relevant to that topic. Also enclosed is the Pre-Application Consultation Report 
(Volume 3: Technical Appendix: 5.2) which includes a full summary of consultations.  

1.1.14 Public Notices regarding the applications will be placed on the Thistle Wind Partners 
website, in the Edinburgh Gazette, The Orcadian and the John O'Groats Journal for 
two successive weeks. The EIA Report will be publicly available online at Thistle Wind 
Partner's website and at several locations (Section 27). 

Have the public been invited to submit comments? YES 

If YES, to whom and by what closing date? 

1.1.15 The public was invited to submit comments as part of the Pre-Application 
Consultation events (2025) and via the virtual exhibition room. The second round of 
consultation events aimed to provide an update on the Proposed Development since 
the first rounds of consultation and seek views from a wide range of stakeholders on 
the design of the Proposed Development. Please also see enclosed EIA Report, Pre-
Application Consultation Report for a full summary of consultations. The public will be 
invited to comment on the application via Public Notices in local and national 
newspapers. The closing date will be detailed in the public notice adverts. 
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Have any consultation meetings with the public been arranged? YES 

If YES, where and when are these to be held? 

1.1.16 Please see enclosed the Pre-Application Consultation for a full summary of 
consultations. Public consultation will continue, including with local communities, 
during the post application period to keep them informed on progress of proposals. 

 

 




