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Summary  
 
A  Phase 1 habitat and otter survey were carried out on the area around the Uig 
Ferry Terminal, Skye, in May 2017.  There relatively extensive intertidal area both to 
the east and west of the ferry pier.  Much of the habitat immediately north of the 
intertidal area had introduced plants and shrubs.  To the west of the ferry terminal 
was an area of croftland.  There were no recent signs of otters using the area of the 
proposed works at the ferry terminal.  
 
1  Introduction  
 
1.1  Site Description 
 
The area of the survey was the ferry terminal at Uig, Isle of Skye and all habitat 
within 250m of the terminal.   
 
 
1.2  Aims of Survey 
 
 
A standard Phase 1 habitats and otter survey was carried out to identify the main 
habitat types present and to establish if there is evidence that otters use the site. 
 
 
 
 
2 Methodology  
 
Habitats 
 
The phase 1 habitat survey was carried out following the methodology described in 
JNCC (2010) Handbook for Phase 1 habitat survey – a technique for environmental 
audit, JNCC, Peterborough. 
 
As it was a relatively small site, and much of the area was built-up, a 1:2500 map 
was used. 
 
A standard walkover survey of the site, including a 250m buffer zone, was carried out 
by Alison Tyler on 25 and 26 May 2017.  The survey was undertaken between 0900 
and 1600 GMT in good weather conditions.   
 
 
Otters 
 
The survey was undertaken by Alison Tyler, an experienced otter surveyor with an 
SNH otter disturbance licence, number 13297.   All shoreline and watercourses were 
checked for signs of otter (spraints, prints and digging), including evidence of runs, 
holts, lay-ups or couches.  The rock armour along the shore was checked for otter 
lie-ups/holts.  The walkover survey for otter was carried out and recorded according 
to the guidelines set out in Chanin P (2003) Monitoring the Otter’ (Lutra lutra) 
Conserving Natural 2000 Rivers Monitoring Series No. 10, English Nature, 
Peterborough.  
 



All signs of otters were photographed and a grid reference recorded using a 
handheld GPS.  Otter spraints were identified by sight and smell.  All spraints found 
were categorized according to the guidelines set out in Chanin 2003. 
 
 
3  Results  
 
Summary of Habitat Types 
 
(see Appendix 1 for map of habitat types) 
 
H1 Intertidal  – brown algal beds  
 
A significant part of the survey area was the intertidal zone, which was typical of the 
sea lochs of the north of Skye.  The following seaweed species were identified in the 
intertidal area exposed at low tide : 
 
Ascophylum nodosum 
Fucus vesculosis 
Pelvetia canaliculata 
Enteromorphia spp. 
Fuscus spiralis 
Fuscus serratus (although this was likely to be washed up from deeper water) 
 
Ascophylum nodosum var. mackaii  was looked for but not found 
 

 
 
H2 Saltmarsh  
There were very small areas of saltmarsh at the upper limits of the intertidal area, 
below the rock armoured sea wall 
 
 
H3 Shingle above high tide  
West of the ferry terminal, the shingle area above high tide had sparse vegetation, 
including several garden escapes. 
 

Photograph 1  
 
Intertidal area and rock 
armour below ferry 
assembly area  



 
 
B1 Semi-improved acid grassland  
The crofts leading down to the shore were herb-rich semi-improved grassland, with a 
high proportion of Juncus squarrosus and Potentilla anserina. 
 

 
 
 
B Grass verges  
 
Along the roadside and between the ferry car park and the sea wall the grassland 
was a mixture of grass species, Rumex obtusifolius, Plantago spp, Chamerion 
angustifolium. 
 
J1.4 Introduced Shrub  
 
An area between the road and the shore to the east of the ferry terminal had a 
mixture of shrubs (extensive Ulex europeus, Salix, Rubus fruticosus and Crataegus 
monogyna),  occasional taller trees, native scrub and verge grassland, and also had 
several non-native species seeded from the gardens on the opposite side of the 
road.  As it was a small area it was mapped as introduced shrub. 
 

Photograph 2  
 
Shingle and intertidal area 
west of the ferry pier 

Photograph 3  
 
Croftland west of the 
ferry terminal (see target 
no te 7) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Target Notes  
 
1 NG 38654 63824 
 
Verge grasses with wide strip between road and shore with extensive Ulex europeus, 
Salix, Rubus fruticosus and Crataegus monogyna shrub, Urtica dioica, Atropa 
belladonna, Lychnis flos-cuculi. 
 
 
 
2 NG 38586 863710 
 
Single mature specimens of Acer pseudoplatanus, Sorbus aucuparia, Sambucus 
nigra.  A few specimens of Hyacinthoides sp. Chamerion angustifolium widespread. 
 
 
3 NG 38597 63658 
 
Strand line vegetation typical of saltmarsh, Armeria maritima. 
 
4 NG 38564 63614 
 
Grass verge adjacent to ferry marshalling area. Rumex obtusifolius, Plantago spp, 
Chamerion angustifolium, Urtica dioica, Atropa belladonna. 
 
  
5 NG 38538 63551 
Shingle above high tide with Potentilla anserina, Atriplex laciniata and garden 
escapes including Crocosmia sp. 
 
6 NG38472 63698 
 
Various stands of long vegetation in area behind CalMac office, including Phragmites 
australis, Urtica dioica, Anthriscus sylvestris. 
 

Photograph  4 
Grassy verge and 
introduced shrub east of 
the ferry assembly area 



 
 
7 NG 38312 63619 
Semi-improved croft grassland, herb-rich (mainly Ranunculus acris) with high 
proportion of Juncus squarrosus. Potentilla anserina and Filipendula ulmaria present. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Otters 
 
 
No recent signs of otters were found in the survey area.  Although otters are 
relatively common on Skye, they are typically found in along the more complex 
shorelines of the sea lochs, and are not normally associated with straight coastline 
such as by the Uig ferry terminal.  The presence of residential and commercial 
properties along the coastline will also be a factor in reducing the likelihood of otters 
using this stretch of coastline. 
 
4  Assessment  
 
Habitats 
 
The habitat types recorded in the survey are mainly typical of the north of Skye.  The 
township of Uig is unusual in that the gardens reach down to the shingle shore and 
so there are areas of garden introductions all along the upper shore.  Garden plants 
and shrubs had self-seeded in most of the terrestrial habitat types.  No species of 
particular note were found, and there were no groundwater dependent ecosystems 
identified.   
 
 
Otters 
 
No signs indicating the presence of otters were found.  As otters are numerous 
around the coast of Skye it is possible that they use the area infrequently, but no 

Photograph 5 
Long vegetation – mainly 
Phragmites australis – in 
area behind CalMac office  



recent signs were found and the fact that the shoreline is unbroken, and the area is 
populated and busy with traffic, means it is unlikely that otters use resting places in 
the vicinity of the ferry terminal. 
 
 
5 Further Survey Recommendations  
 
Habitats 
As the habitat types recorded are not of particular conservation importance, there is 
no requirement for a further NVC survey of the area. 
 
Otters 
As no signs indicating the presence of otters were found there is no requirement for a 
further otter survey. 
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3  Results 
 
 
Desktop Survey 
There are no designated sites for breeding birds within 20km of the Uig Ferry 
Terminal.  Uig Bay is within the candidate (submitted to EC) Special Area of 
Conservation Inner Hebrides and the Minches, which has harbour porpoise as its 
qualifying feature.  The Trotternish Ridge SAC is also within 20km of the site. 
 
Very little information on breeding birds of the Uig area was available.  RSPB have 
records of breeding corncrake in the area, so the field survey included surveying 
following standard RSPB methodology. 
 
No data on the seabirds of Uig bay was available from either the surveys carried out 
for the Shiant Isles Seabirds Recovery Project or the Inner Hebrides and the Minches 
candidate SAC.  A single count was carried out for the Wetland Bird Survey in winter 
2005/2006. 

 
Field Survey 
The existing pier is an open mental construction at the seaward end and a 
solid concrete wall and rock armour at the shore end.  As detailed in the 
Phase 1 Habitats and Otter Survey Report1, the intertidal area is brown algal 
beds with a small area of saltmarch at the upper llimits of the area below the 
rock armoured sea wall.  The shingle area above high tide has sparse 
vegetation (Figure 1).  There is a grass verge between the seawall and the 
roads and car park area.   The adjacent crofts land is herb-rich semi-improved 
grassland.   
 
 

 
Figure 1: Pier and Intertidal Area 
 
Species found breeding in the survey area 
 
House sparrow Passer Domesticus 
Two breeding pairs under the eaves of the filling station adjacent to the ferry 
terminal 
 
Starling  Sturnus vulgaris 
 
At least 4 pairs nesting in the roof area of the CalMac ferry terminal building. 
 

                                                        
1 A Tyler, Uig Ferry Terminal Phase 1 Habitats and Otter Survey, June 2017 





 

5 Further Survey Recommendations 
 
As the breeding birds in the vicinity of the ferry terminal are relatively common in 
Skye, and there were no Schedule 1 breeding birds, there is no immediate 
requirement for further breeding bird survey work. 
 
There is a lack of information on wintering seabirds in the vicinity of the ferry 
terminal.  There is no published data to suggest that Uig Bay is a nationally important 
area for seaduck.  Eider are present throughout the year, and, although eider can 
feed in the intertidal areas, the proposed development is unlikely to have an adverse 
effect on the eider population in Uig Bay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  










