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AIS
ASTI

BAP
BEIS

BMAPA

CBRA
CEA

CEMP

CITES

CIfA
CODA

COLREGS

Csv
DC
DEFRA

DP
DWT
EEZ
EIFCA

EMODnet

ESCA
FCS
FLO

FOCI
GES
GW
HDD
HE
HER

Appropriate Assessment
Alternating Current

As Low As Reasonably Practicable
Automatic identification system

Accelerated Strategic Transmission
Investment

Biodiversity Action Plan

Department of Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy

British Marine Aggregate Producers
Association

Cable Burial Risk Assessment
Cumulative Effects Assessment

Construction Environmental Management
Plan

Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species

Chartered Institute of Archaeologists

Cetaceans Offshore Distribution and
Abundance in the European Atlantic

International Regulations for Preventing
Collisions at Sea

Construction Support Vessel
Direct Current

Department for Environment Food and Rural
Affairs

Dynamic Positioning
Deadweight Tonnage
Exclusive Economic Zone

Eastern Inshore Fisheries Conservation
Association

European Marine Observation and Data
Network

European Subsea Cable Association
Favourable Conservation Status
Fisheries Liaison Officer

Feature of Conservation Importance
Good Environmental Status

Giga Watt

Horizontal Directional Drilling
Historic England

Historic Environment Record

ABP
AEZ
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AONB
ATT

BP
BGS

BTO

CCS
CEFAS

CFSR

CLB

CLv
COHSR

COMHSR

DBA
DECC
DOME

DTM
EEA
EGL
EMF

EMS

EUNIS
FLMAP
FLOWW

GB
GIS
HAT
HPMA
HES
HRA

Associated British Ports
Archaeological Exclusion Zone
Areas of Intense Aerial Activity
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Admiralty Total Tide

(years ) Before Present
British Geological Society

British Trust for Ornithology

Carbon Capture Storage

Centre for Environment, Fisheries and
Aquaculture Science

Climate System Forecast Reanalysis
Cable lay barge

Cable lay vessel

The Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2017

The Conservation of Offshore Marine Habitats
and Species Regulations 2017

Desk Based Assessment
Department of Energy & Climate Change
Database on the Marine Environment

Digital Terrain Model
European Economic Area
Eastern Green Link
Electro Magnetic Field

European Marine Site

European nature information system
Fishing Liaison and Mitigation Action Plan

The Fishing Liaison with Offshore Wind and Wet
Renewables Group

Great Britain

Geographical Information System
Highest Astronomical Tide

Highly Protected Marine Area
Historic Environment Scotland
Habitat Regulations Assessment
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1. Introduction

1.1. Background

The Eastern Green Link 3 (EGL 3) (herein after referred to as the ‘Project’) is being developed by National Grid Electricity Transmission
(NGET) and Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc (SHE-T) operating and known as Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks
Transmission (SSEN Transmission) (the Applicants). The Project comprises a 2-gigawatt (GW) high voltage direct current (HVDC)
system linking Aberdeenshire in Scotland and Lincolnshire in England. A full project description is provided in Section 3.1 and will
comprise the English onshore scheme connecting the landfall in Lincolnshire with a substation at Walpole, the marine scheme
comprising approximately 575 km subsea HVDC cable from Lincolnshire to Aberdeenshire, and the Scottish onshore scheme
connecting the landfall in Aberdeenshire to the Scottish transmission system.

This Non-Statutory Scoping Report has been produced specifically for the Project’s Marine Scheme, which comprises the components
proposed from the mean high-water springs (MHWS) mark at the proposed English Landfalls to the MHWS mark at Sandford Bay,
Scotland, through English and Scottish territorial waters and the UK Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

There are two proposed Landfalls in England being considered at this stage of the marine environmental assessment (MEA) process.
These options will be subject to further technical feasibility work and stakeholder consultation and will be refined to one preferred
option for inclusion in the subsequent Marine Licence Applications (MLA) for the Project.

A schematic diagram shown below in Figure 1-1 illustrates the concept and main infrastructure of the Project.
Eastern Green Link 3

g Seottish b Southern

nationalgrid
] == nationalgrid i

E E Morth Sea E E i,
W5, Fb
Patarhaad,

N

Aberdeenshire, H

South of the Humber,
ﬂ Lincodnshine, England

Scotland ﬂ

HWVAC = High Valtage Alternating Current 1. Exksting Network 3. Converter Stathon 5. Submarine Cabla
HVDE = High Voltage Direct Current 2. Substation 4. Underground Cable

Figure 1-1: Project Schematic

1.2. Screening

As the Project traverses through English and Scottish waters, the Applicants are intending to apply for two Marine Licences for the
construction, operation and maintenance of the Project; one application will be made to the Marine Management Organisation (MMO)
under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 (MCAA); and one to the Marine Directorate — Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT)
under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010.

The Applicants recognise that they will be required to provide environmental information in support of their MLA. For example, the
Applicants are required to demonstrate that the potential beneficial and adverse effects of the project on UK protected sites have been
considered; and that the effects of the Project have been considered in accordance with the Water Framework Directive (WFD). In
addition, the MMO and MD-LOT (the Regulatory Authorities) will engage with statutory consultees to ensure that due consideration
has been given to navigational safety, historic environment and other marine stakeholders.
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The MMO and MD-LOT are of the opinion’, having reviewed the projects listed in Schedule A1 and Schedule A2 of The Marine Works
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2007 (as amended) (MWR), that the Project does not constitute either a Schedule 1
or Schedule 2 development. The Project is therefore not required to be screened by agreement or determination and a statutory
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and an Environmental Statement (ES) is not required.

To meet their obligations, and to ensure that the marine environmental assessment is presented to the MMO, MD-LOT and consultees
in a consolidated and concise manner, the Applicants intend to carry out a MEA and submit a Marine Environmental Appraisal (MEAp)
to support the MLA.

1.3. Scoping Opinion and Scoping Report Objectives

As outlined above, the Applicants are of the opinion that the best way to meet their obligations is to undertake an MEA and provide a
MEAp. To ensure that the Applicants prepare a focused but robust MEA, the Applicant is requesting a Scoping Opinion from the MMO
and MD-LOT. This is an opportunity for the Regulatory Authorities and key marine stakeholders to make representations regarding
the scope of the Applicant's MEA and subsequent MEAp. It also provides an opportunity for stakeholders to raise any issues that they
consider to be relevant to the assessment process.

This Scoping Report has been prepared to inform the Scoping Opinion. It sets out the views of the Applicants as to the proposed
scope of the environmental issues to be considered in the MEA and the method by which assessment will be undertaken. The specific
objectives of this Scoping Report are to:

=  Describe the nature of the Project (the English and Scottish marine components of the Project - the Marine Scheme).

=  Provide a baseline for each environmental topic.

=  Describe the likely effects of the Project on each topic, including identifying those that are potentially significant. Topics
or issues that are proposed to be scoped ‘out’ of the MEA are also described and justified.

=  Provide the scope of assessment for each topic to be included in the MEAp.

This Scoping Report covers both English and Scottish jurisdictions with the English components presented first in each chapter.

1.4. Scoping Boundary

This Scoping Report relates to the marine components of the Project. The proposed submarine cable corridor is illustrated in Figure
1-2 (Drawing C01494-LOC-016) and extends from the MHWS mark at the proposed English Landfalls to the MHWS mark at the
Scottish Landfall through English and Scottish territorial waters and the UK Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). The proposed submarine
cable corridor extends for approximately 431 km in English waters and 144 km in Scottish waters.

The Scoping Boundary has been defined as the extent of the proposed submarine cable corridor, within which the cables will be laid,
and all marine works will be conducted. The Scoping Boundary is nominally 1 km wide, 500 m either side of the centreline, however,
it widens in areas where there is still optionality in the design e.g., to allow for micro-routeing around potential seabed features. Itis
anticipated that the marine licence application boundary will ultimately be 500 m following refinement and rationalisation as the MEA
and design process evolves.

1 Advice received from MD-LOT via email on 19/01/2023 and from MMO via letter dated 17/11/2023 (MMO ref ENQ/2023/00060).
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1.5. The Applicants

In England, the MLA will be submitted by National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET). In Scotland, the MLA will be submitted by
Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc (SHE-T).

NGET is a division of National Grid plc. There are four distinct electricity business entities under the umbrella of National Grid Group
plc in the UK, as detailed in Figure 1-3 below, all with different roles and responsibilities. NGET is the Transmission Operator (TO) for
England and Wales, meaning they own and manage the high-voltage electricity transmission network in these countries.

nationalgrid

Group PLC

J J { I
Matonal Grd MNatonal Grid €50 Matsonal Grd Ventures
Eloctricity Transerission Elecinoty Distributon Electremy System Oper stioe

Wi

Figure 1-3: National Grid Group plc structure overview

SHE-T is the Transmission Owner (TO) for northern Scotland, and similar to NGET, are responsible for ensuring electricity is
transmitted safely and efficiently from generation to user.

NGET and SHE-T are both transmission license holders under the Electricity Act 1989 and have a number of statutory duties which
include the requirement “to develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and economical system of electricity transmission” as well
as specific responsibilities under Schedule 9 with regard to the preservation of amenity.

1.6. Policy and Legislative Context

This section provides an overview of the policy and legislation that govern the Project. Whilst the Project would be developed and
constructed within the UK as it crosses between English and Scottish waters there are slight differences in the governing legislation
due to the two devolved administrations. This section therefore presents both the English and Scottish context. It should be noted
that as well as a marine licence, the Project will require other permits, licences and approvals from other consenting bodies. These
are not discussed in this Scoping Report.

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) is equally applicable in England and Scotland within territorial waters
and provides levels of protection at an international level for all international submarine cables. Amongst other provisions UNCLOS
provides the freedom to lay, maintain and repair cables on the continental shelf (beyond 12NM). Article 79 of UNCLOS provides this
freedom and states that the coastal States (e.g. MMO and MD-LOT, when exercising their licensing function) may not impede the
laying or maintenance of such cables or pipelines. To ensure compliance with this, Section 81 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act
(MCAA) 2009, applicable to both England and Scottish water beyond 12 NM sets out an exemption for such projects.

1.6.1. England

Under The Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009, a Marine Licence is required for certain activities that are carried out within the UK
marine area. The MMO is responsible under Part 4 of the MCAA for administering marine licensing of activities related to construction
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or removal of any substance or object in English territorial waters and also for regulating activities where they are undertaken outside
of English territorial waters e.g., within the English EEZ.

A review of current marine licencing policy indicates:

= Laying and burial of the submarine cables within territorial waters (i.e., within 12 nautical miles (NM)) requires a Marine
Licence under Part 4 of the MCAA.

= Within the offshore marine plan area (outside of 12 NM), the installation of an international electricity cable is exempt from
requiring a Marine Licence under Section 81(2) of the MCAA. However, the placement of cable protection material e.g.,
concrete mattresses or rock would be licensable activities.

=  The MMO consider that any form of cable protection works is a licensable activity, whether the need for such protection
works is identified before or after the laying of the cable. Cable protection can be included in a MLA.

When determining a Marine Licence, the MMO has a responsibility to ensure that the application complies with the requirements of a
range of UK and English legislation. However, for international submarine power cable applications, the MMO are obliged to grant a
Marine Licence (within English territorial waters), although conditions can be included in any Marine Licence issued. To ensure
compliance with necessary UK legislation, environmental information can be requested in order to determine the licence. The relevant
regulations and types of assessment that the MMO are obliged to consider are described in Table 1-1.

There is a range of topic-specific guidance which may be of relevance to the assessment of potential impacts on specific receptors.
For brevity, neither topic-specific legislation or guidance is reported here and is instead detailed within each chapter of the Scoping
Report as appropriate.

Table 1-1: Regulations which the Project in England must comply with

Marine Works The MWR require that certain types of projects with the potential to significantly ~ As a responsible developer, the Applicants
(Environmental affect the environment have an EIA before a marine licence decision is made. The have chosen to fulfil their obligations by
Impact Assessment) MMO checks all applications to assess them for the potential to require an EIA. undertaking a MEA and submitting a MEAp.
Regulations 2007 (as The content of this process is the subject of this
amended) (MWR)?2 Scoping Report.

The installation of cables or the deposit of cable protection is not listed in Schedule
A1 or A2 of the MWR as the type of project that would require a statutory EIA.

Marine and Coastal Under Section 58 of the MCAA, the MMO is required to make decisions in  Information to demonstrate that the Project is
Access Act 2009 accordance with marine policy documents, and as such, is responsible for in accordance with the MPS and relevant
(MCAA) - implementing the relevant Inshore and Offshore Marine Plans through existing ~ Marine Plans will be provided by the

Marine Spatial Plans ~ regulatory and decision-making processes. In assessing marine licence  Applicants withthe Marine Licence application.
applications, the MMO must determine whether the activities of the proposed  This will take the form of a table setting out
development are compatible with the objectives of the Marine Policy Statement  each policy objective with a description of how
(MPS) and the relevant marine plan(s). the features of the Project comply with the
The UK MPS provides the policy framework for the marine planning system and ~ Objective.
the context for Marine Plans. Marine Plans, where they exist, put into practice the
objectives for the marine environment that are identified in the MPS alongside the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the Localism Act 2011.

The Project lies within the North East Offshore Marine Plan and East Inshore and
Offshore Marine Plan.

Marine Strategy The UK Marine Strategy consists of a simple 3-stage framework for achieving Good ~ As described above the information to
Regulations 2010 Environmental Status (GES) in our seas. Achieving GES is about protecting the ~ demonstrate that the Project is in accordance
marine environment, preventing its deterioration and restoring it where practical, ~ with the relevant Marine Plans will be provided
while allowing sustainable use of marine resources. The strategy covers 11 by the Applicants with the Marine Licence
elements (known as descriptors) including: biodiversity; non-indigenous species;  application.
commercial fish; food webs; eutrophication; sea-floor integrity; hydrographical
conditions; contaminants; contaminants in seafood; marine litter and underwater
noise.

The UK Marine Policy Statement clearly identifies the Marine Strategy Framework
Directive (2008/56/EC (MSFD)) as one of the environmental legislative provisions
that should be considered in the marine planning process and, where appropriate,
reflected in marine plans. The MSFD requires Member States to take measures to
achieve or maintain GES for their seas by 2020. It came into force on 15 July 2008
and was fransposed into UK law by the Marine Strategy Regulations 2010.

Marine plans will contribute to meeting the objectives of the MSFD, particularly in
relation to any measures which have a spatial dimension. The MMO will consider

2 Changes to the EIA Directive were translated into an updated MWR as of 16 May 2017.
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The Water
Environment (Water
Framework Directive
(WFD)) (England and
Wales) Regulations
2017 (as amended)

Conservation of
Habitats and Species
Regulations 2017
(covers inshore
waters out to 12 NM)
(CHSR)

Conservation of
Offshore Marine
Habitats and Species
Regulations 2017
(covers offshore
waters from 12 NM
out to the EEZ
boundary)
(COMHSR)

MCAA - Marine
Conservation Zones
(MCZ)

Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981
(as amended)

how marine plans may shape activities within the relevant marine area to support
the goals of the MSFD, as well as those of other relevant pieces of legislation.
Marine plans set the direction for the licensing and consenting process. Public
authorities must take any authorisation or enforcement decision in accordance with
the UK Marine Policy Statement 2011 and marine plans unless relevant
considerations indicate otherwise.

The sea from mean low water springs (MLWS) to 1 NM from shore is protected
under The Water Environment (Water Framework Directive) (England and Wales)
Regulations 2017 which require that the project or activity does not “cause or
contribute to deterioration in water body status” or “jeopardise the water body
achieving good status”.

For licence applications in this zone, the MMO must ensure that the marine licence
decision is compatible with the 2017 Regulations (as amended) and any river basin
management plan. The Environment Agency is the competent authority for the
Water Environment (Water Framework Directive) (England and Wales)
Regulations 2017, and it advises the MMO prior to a licensing decision. The
Environment Agency’s assessments and conclusions inform the MMO decision.

A scoping template from the Environment Agency is used to decide whether further
assessment is required, and this will be completed as part of the MEA process.

The CHSR and COMHSR are collectively referred to as the Habitats Regulations.
They transpose into UK law the requirements of Council Directive 92/43/EEC on
the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (the Habitats
Directive) and Council Directive 2009/147/EC on the conservation of wild birds the
Birds Directive). The Habitats Regulations established within the UK Special Areas
of Conservation (SACs) to promote the protection of flora, fauna and habitats, and
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) to protect rare, vulnerable, and migratory birds.
These ‘European Sites’ form part of a network of internationally important sites
across Europe.

Under the Habitats Regulations, the competent authority (the MMO) is required to
undertake a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) to determine whether there
is potential for a plan or project to have an adverse effect on a European Site, alone
or in-combination with other plans or projects. The HRA process comprises four
key stages including the assessment of Likely Significant Effects (LSE),
Appropriate Assessment (determining the implications of the plan or project on the
integrity of a European site in view of that site’s conservation objectives),
assessment of alternative solutions and Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public
Interest (IROPI). Under Regulation 63(1) of the Habitats Regulations, the
Appropriate Assessment is undertaken by the competent authority based on
information provided by the applicant, usually in the form of a Report to Inform an
Appropriate Assessment (RIAA) or an HRA Report.

When undertaking an HRA, it is also necessary to consider potential effects on
proposed SPAs (pSPAs), candidate SACs (cSACs) and Ramsar sites.

Section 126 (6) of the MCAA requires that Applicants seeking to undertake an
activity must satisfy the competent authority (the MMO) that there is no significant
risk of the proposed activity hindering the achievement of the conservation
objectives stated for the MCZ.

The MMO follows an MCZ assessment process that is integrated into existing
marine licence decision making procedures. There are three stages to the
assessment process including Screening (the process of identifying whether S.126
should apply to the proposed development and whether the activity is capable of
affecting (other than insignificantly) either the protected features of the MCZ or the
ecological or geomorphological processes on which the protected features are
dependent); Stage 1 assessment (which considers whether there is a significant
risk of the activity hindering the achievement of the conservation objectives stated
for the MCZ) and Stage 2 assessment (which considers whether there are benefits
to the public of proceeding with the project that clearly outweigh the damage to the
environment and what measures the applicant will take to provide equivalent
environmental benefit to compensate for the damage which the project will have on
the MCZ).

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) are identified and protected by Natural
England (NE) under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Sites are
selected to protect biological interests (e.g., rare or best examples of flora and
fauna and supporting habitats) or geological or geomorphological interests (e.g.,
strata containing important geological stratigraphy or fossils). NE's objective is to
achieve ‘favourable condition’ status for all SSSIs. Favourable condition means that

Actions to be taken by the Applicant

The scoping template provided by the
Environment Agency will be completed as part
of the MEA process and submitted with the
Marine Licence application. Please refer to
Chapter 6 for further details.

The Applicants will provide information to
inform screening for Appropriate Assessment.
If screening identifies that Appropriate
Assessment is required for any European Site,
then the Applicants will provide a Report to
Inform Appropriate Assessment with the
Marine Licence application. Please refer to
Chapter 5 for further details.

The Applicants will provide information to
inform MCZ Screening. If screening identifies
that Stage 1 Assessment is required for any
MCZ, then the Applicant shall provide a Report
to Inform Stage 1 Assessment with the Marine
Licence application. Please refer to Chapter 5
for further details.

The Applicants will provide information to
inform the SSSI Assessment within the
Protected Sites Chapter of the MEAp. Please
refer to Chapter 5 for further details.
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MCAA - Shipping &
Navigation

MCAA - Marine
Archaeology

The Waste (England
and Wales)
Regulations 2011

1.6.2. Scotland

the SSSI's habitats and features are in a healthy state and are being conserved by
appropriate management.

Each SSSI has a list of activities, known as ‘operations’, which need NE'’s written
consent before they can proceed. To arrive at a decision, NE will assess whether
proposals to carry out operations within a SSSI have a positive or negative effect
on the condition of a site.

Where the Project overlaps with a SSSI, the MMO will consult NE on the proposed
plans and activities. NE's assessments and conclusions inform the MMO'’s
decision, and the Marine Licence forms the necessary consent to undertake
operations within the SSSI.

Section 69(1c) of the MCAA requires the MMO to have regard to the need to
prevent interference with legitimate uses of the sea. Any deposits must not pose a
navigational risk. To inform their decision the MMO will consult with navigational
bodies. The Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) is the primary advisor on
navigational safety issues, but representations are also sought from Trinity House,
the Royal Yachting Association (RYA), Chamber of Shipping and any port authority
within the proposed development area (which for the Project may include Humber
Port Authority).

Section 69(1a) of the MCAA requires the MMO to have regard to the need to protect
the environment. This includes certain archaeological regulations that must be
complied with e.g., the Protection of Wrecks Act 1973 (PWA), the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979, and the Protection of Military
Remains Act 1986.

To ensure due consideration is given to marine archaeology, certain marine
archaeological assessments need to be provided to ensure that effects on
archaeology are understood. The MMO will consult with Historic England on the
findings of the assessments to inform their licensing decision.

The MMO must ensure that waste generated by the Project is dealt with in an
environmentally appropriate way before it can grant a licence. To do this it applies
the waste hierarchy, which gives an order of preference for how waste is dealt with:
e  Prevention - this can include not carrying out an activity and the refusal
of a marine licence
e Re-use-finding an alternative, beneficial use for waste material
e  Recycling - this can include making high grade products from waste
material
e  Other recovery - including treatment to alter the physical nature of the
waste material disposal at sea - this is the last resort

Actions to be taken by the Applicant

A Navigation Risk Assessment will be used to
inform the MEA and will be provided with the
MEAp. Please refer to Chapter 11 for further
details.

Marine archaeological assessments will be
undertaken by a qualified marine archaeologist
to inform the MEA process, the conclusions of
which will be presented in the MEAp. The
scope of these assessments is described in
Chapter 14.

The Applicants shall take all such measures as
are reasonable in the circumstances to apply
the waste hierarchy to prevent waste, and to
apply the hierarchy as a priority order when
transferring waste to another person.

Similar to England, a Marine Licence is required for certain activities that are carried out within the UK marine area. MD-LOT is the
regulator responsible for determining marine licence applications in Scottish waters, however the licensing regime differs slightly to

England.

A review of current marine licencing policy indicates:

= Laying and burial of the submarine cables within territorial waters (i.e., within 12 nautical miles (NM)) requires a Marine
Licence under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010.

= Within the Scottish offshore region (between 12 and 200 NM), licensing falls under the Marine and Coastal Access Act
2009, however as with England, within territorial waters the installation of an international electricity cable is exempt from
requiring a Marine Licence under Section 81(2) of the MCAA. The placement of cable protection material e.g., concrete
mattresses or rock would still be licensable activities.

Under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 when determining a Marine Licence, MD-LOT has a responsibility to ensure that the application
complies with the requirements of a range of Scottish legislation. However, for international submarine power cable applications, MD-
LOT are obliged to grant a Marine Licence (within Scottish territorial waters), although conditions can be included in any Marine Licence
issued. To ensure compliance with necessary UK legislation, environmental information can be requested in order to determine the
licence. The relevant regulations and types of assessment that MD-LOT are obliged to consider are described in Table 1-2.

Table 1-2: Regulations which the Project in Scotland must comply with
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Regulations

The Marine Works
(Environmental
Impact Assessment)
(Scotland)
Regulations 2017
The Marine Works
(Environmental
Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2007 (as
amended)

Marine and Coastal
Access Act 2009
(MCAA) -

Marine Spatial Plans

MCAA - Shipping &
Navigation

MCAA - Marine
Archaeology

Marine (Scotland) Act
2010 - Marine
Protected Areas
(MPA)

CHSR and COMHSR

Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981
(as amended)
Nature Conservation
(Scotland) Act 2004

These regulations cover the area within 12 NM of the Scottish coastline and from
12 NM to the edge of the EEZ. They require that certain types of projects with the
potential to significantly affect the environment have an EIA before a marine licence
decision is made. MD-LOT checks all applications to assess them for the potential
to require an EIA.

The installation of cables or the deposit of cable protection is not listed in Schedule
1 or 2 of the MWR as the type of project that would require a statutory EIA.

As in England, under Section 58 of the MCAA, MD-LOT is required to make
decisions in accordance with marine policy documents, and as such, is responsible
for implementing the Scottish National Marine Plan through existing regulatory and
decision-making processes. In assessing marine licence applications, MD-LOT
must determine whether the activities of the Project are compatible with the
objectives of the UK MPS and the Scottish National Marine Plan (NMP).

The requirements of the MCAA in relation to shipping and navigation apply in
Scotland as well. To inform their decision MD-LOT will consult with navigational
bodies. The Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) is the primary UK advisor on
navigational safety issues, but representations are also sought from Trinity House,
the Royal Yachting Association (RYA) and any port authority within the proposed
development area (which for the Project may include Peterhead Port Authority).

The requirements of the MCAA in relation to marine archaeology apply in Scotland
as well. To inform their decision MD-LOT will consult with Historic Scotland on the
findings of the assessments to inform their licensing decision.

The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 (“the Act”) provides a statutory framework for the
management of the marine environment in Scotland’s inshore waters (up to 12 NM
from the coast). In UK offshore waters, including around Scotland, an equivalent
framework is provided by the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009.

The Act allows for the designation of marine protected areas (MPAs) for nature
conservation purposes in Scottish waters. MPAs are used to ensure protection of
some of the most vulnerable species and habitats.

A detailed consideration of the MPA assessment process as relevant to the Project
is provided within Chapter 5 and for brevity, is not repeated here.

As described in Table 1-1 the CHSR and COMHSR also apply in Scottish waters.
In Scotland the competent authority is MD-LOT.

As described in Table 1-1, the Wildlife and Countryside Act also applies in
Scotland. SSSls are identified and protected by NatureScot.

The Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004, Part 3 and Schedule 6 make
amendments to the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981 as amended),
strengthening the legal protection for threatened species to include ‘reckless’ acts.
Within each SSSI, NatureScot have identified activities, that may damage the
designated features, which need written consent before they can proceed. These
are known as "Operations Requiring Consent. To arrive at a decision, NatureScot
will assess whether proposals to carry out operations within a SSSI have a positive
or negative effect on the condition of a site.

Where the proposed development overlaps with a SSSI, MD-LOT will consult
NatureScot on the proposed plans and activities. NatureScot's assessments and
conclusions inform MD-LOTs decision, and the Marine Licence forms the
necessary consent to undertake operations within the SSSI.

Actions to be taken by the Applicant

As a responsible developer, the Applicant has
chosen to fulfil its obligations by undertaking a
MEA and submitting an MEAp. The content of
this process is the subject of this Scoping
Report.

Information to demonstrate that the Project is
in accordance with the UK MPS and the
Scottish NMP will be provided by the Applicant
with the Marine Licence application. This will
take the form of a table setting out each policy
objective with a description of how the features
of the Project comply with the objective.

A Navigation Risk Assessment will be used to
inform the MEA and will be provided with the
MEAp. Please refer to Chapter 11 for further
details.

Marine archaeological assessments will be
undertaken by a qualified marine archaeologist
to inform the MEA process, the conclusions of
which will be presented in the MEAp. The
scope of these assessments is described in
Chapter 14.

The Applicant will provide information to inform
MPA Screening. If screening identifies that
Stage 1 Assessment is required for any MPA,
then the Applicant shall provide a Report to
Inform Stage 1 Assessment with the Marine
Licence application. Please refer to Chapter 5
for further details.

The Applicant will provide information to inform
screening for Appropriate Assessment. If
screening  identifies  that  Appropriate
Assessment is required for any European Site,
then the Applicant shall provide a Report to
Inform Appropriate Assessment with the
Marine Licence application. Please refer to
Chapter 5 for further details.

The Applicant will provide information to inform
the SSSI Assessment within the Protected
Sites Chapter of the MEAp. Please refer to
Chapter 5 for further details.
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