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Date: 22 December 2022 

Dear Mr Cameron, 

SCREENING OPINION UNDER THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017  

I refer to your screening opinion request dated 28 September 2022 (“Screening Request”) 
regarding proposed changes to the design and construction methodology for the licensed 
Granton Harbour redevelopment project in Edinburgh (“the Proposed Works”). Two marine 
licences were granted for the Granton Harbour redevelopment project in April 2019 and 
subsequently varied in July 2022 (“the Licensed Works”).  

The Licensed Works are an Environmental Impact Assessment (“EIA”) project therefore the 
Scottish Ministers consider the Proposed Works to fall under paragraph 13 of schedule 2 of 
The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 (“the 
2017 MW Regulations”), on the basis that they constitute a change to schedule 2 works 
already authorised. The Proposed Works meet the threshold and criteria of paragraph of 
schedule 2 of the 2017 MW Regulations. Consequently, the Scottish Ministers are obliged to 
adopt a screening opinion as to whether the Proposed Works are, or are not, an EIA project 
under the 2017 MW Regulations. 

Under regulation 10(5) of the 2017 MW Regulations, the Scottish Ministers have consulted 
with NatureScot (formerly Scottish Natural Heritage), the Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency (“SEPA”), The City of Edinburgh Council and Historic Environment Scotland (“HES”) 
as to their view on whether the Proposed Works are an EIA project. Copies of the consultation 
responses received are attached for your review (at Appendix I).  

When making a determination as to whether schedule 2 works are an EIA project, the 
Scottish Ministers must take into account such of the selection criteria set out in schedule 3 
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of the 2017 MW Regulations as are relevant to the Proposed Works. In this regard, the 
Scottish Ministers have considered the following: 

Characteristics of the works 

The Licensed Works are the redevelopment of Granton Harbour into a marina, including land 
reclamation, construction of a sheet piled quay wall, revetment and mole extension. The 
sheet piled wall is to be backfilled with hardcore material to reclaim approximately 6060 
square metres (“m2”) of land.  Capital dredging to remove 241,365 cubic metres (“m3”) of 
material in the area of the new marina is also licensed as part of the project.  The top 1.2 
metres (relative to current seabed level) of material from the site, excluding the area around 
pre-dredge sample stations 8 and 9 (where elevated levels of contaminants were indicated), 
are to be disposed of at the Oxcars or Narrow Deep deposit sites. The sample station 8 and 
9 material, along with all material from below 1.2 metres, are to be taken for disposal on land. 
It was estimated that around 86,980 m3 of material will be deposited at sea and 154,385 m3 
will be taken for land based disposal.  The Licensed Works do not include the use of dredged 
material as infill.  

The Proposed Works include changes to the design and construction methodology of the 
Licensed Works, including increasing the land reclamation area on the western side of the 
harbour to 11,500 m2. It is proposed to utilise stabilised contaminated dredged material from 
the surface of the harbour basin together with the stockpiled surplus inert material currently 
present on site, as infill for this land reclamation area.  In addition, the Proposed Works 
involve straightening and shortening the western edge of the harbour forming the infill area 
with a 195 m length rock revetment wall in place of the sheet piled harbour wall which is 
authorised as part of the Licensed Works.  

The Proposed Works include a reduction in the size of the marina, however no details of the 
new configuration of piled pontoons are included within the Screening Request. The 
Screening Request indicates that there may be a change to the dredge area by changing the 
depths and extents of the dredge pockets which may lead to an increased dredging area. 
The Screening Request does however state that there may be a slight reduction in dredging 
activities due to the reduced size of the marina. The Screening Request also indicates that 
the roundhead at the end of the north mole breakwater extension may be replaced by a heavy 
breakwater pontoon.  

Location of the works 

The Proposed Works are located in close proximity to the Firth of Forth Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (“SSSI”), the Outer Firth of Forth and St Andrews Bay Complex Special 
Area of Conservation (“SPA”) and the Firth of Forth SPA designated for bird species and 
other qualifying species and habitats. The Screening Request identifies no significant 
impacts to drivers of sediment transport as a result of the Proposed Works and no impacts 
on the SPAs or the SSSI are identified.  

In its advice, NatureScot stated that the increased area of land reclamation and the 
construction of rock revetments instead of sheet piling raised no significant concerns if the 
existing mitigation is adhered to. NatureScot however advised that as the use of 
contaminated dredged material as infill was not assessed in the EIA prepared for the 
Licensed Works or the associated Habitats Regulations Appraisal (“HRA”), any risks and 
potential impacts to the marine environment have not been identified, together with any 
additional mitigation to address these risks. NatureScot were therefore unable to advise that 
there will not be an adverse impact on the site integrity of the Firth of Forth SPA or SSSI as 
a result of the Proposed Works. NatureScot advised that an EIA and an updated HRA are 
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required to assess the potential environmental impacts of using contaminated material as 
infill. 

Characteristics of the potential impact 

The Screening Request provided an updated wave modelling study, which considered the 
changed revetment wall design and the changed dredging plan, although omitted the 
breakwater pontoon. The study showed that the Proposed Works reduce wave heights for 
all examined storm events in comparison to both baseline and the Licensed Works. In 
addition, it is noted that compared to the Licensed Works there would be a reduction in piling. 
Whilst piling would still be required in respect of the installation of the pontoons, the proposed 
use of rock revetment would replace the sheet piled wall design which is part of the Licensed 
Works.  

HES advised that in its opinion the Proposed Works will not result in significant impacts on 
historic environment interests and it had no further comment to make. The City of Edinburgh 
Council advised that it was of the view that the Proposed Works do not require consideration 
through EIA. 

SEPA however considered there to be considerable potential for significant impacts on the 
marine and terrestrial environments from the Proposed Works and advised that an EIA is 
required to understand the full range of significant environmental impacts and setting out how 
these can be avoided, reduced or mitigated.  

Based on the information provided and advice received, the Scottish Ministers are of the 
opinion that the Proposed Works have the potential to alter the significance of the 
environmental effects previously assessed in regards to the Licensed Works, and additional 
significant environmental effects may be introduced as a result of the changes.   

Conclusion 

In view of the findings above, the Scottish Ministers are of the opinion that an EIA is required 
to be carried out in respect of the Proposed Works. 

A copy of the screening opinion has been forwarded to The City of Edinburgh Council 
planning department. The screening opinion has also been made publicly available through 
the Marine Scotland Information website.  

If you require any further assistance or advice on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

Yours sincerely 

Thomas Inglis 
Marine Scotland - Licensing Operations Team 
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