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Date: 06 March 2023 
 

Dear Mr Gillies, 
 
SCREENING OPINION UNDER THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017. 
 

Thank you for your screening opinion request dated 22 November 2022 and further 
information supplied on the 6 January 2023 (collectively referred to as “the Screening 
Request”) in regard to the proposed pier replacement works, including demolition of existing 
timber pier, construction of new pier and re-alignment and extension of existing pontoon at 
Acairsaid Harbour, Eriskay, South Uist (“the Proposed Works”).    
 
The Scottish Ministers consider the Proposed Works to fall under paragraph 10(g) of 
schedule 2 of The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2017 (“the 2017 MW Regulations”), with the Proposed Works being carried out 
in a sensitive area, as defined by the 2017 MW Regulations. Consequently, the Scottish 
Ministers are obliged to adopt a screening opinion as to whether the Proposed Works are an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (“EIA”) project under the 2017 MW Regulations. 
  
Under regulation 10(5) of the 2017 MW Regulations, the Scottish Ministers have consulted 
with NatureScot (“NS”), formerly Scottish Natural Heritage, the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (“SEPA”), Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (“CnES”) and Historic Environment 
Scotland (“HES”) as to their view on whether the Proposed Works are an EIA project. Copies 
of the consultation responses received are attached for your review (at Appendix 1).  
 
When making a determination as to whether schedule 2 works are an EIA project, the 
Scottish Ministers must provide their reasons in a written statement, taking into account the 
selection criteria set out in schedule 3 of the 2017 MW Regulations, as are relevant to the 
Proposed Works. This is set out below. 
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Characteristics of the works 
 
The Proposed Works consist of the demolition of an existing 22 metre (“m”) timber pier 
situated at Acairsaid, Eriskay, on South Uist, replacement with a new pier and the re-
alignment and extension of an existing pontoon. The existing pier will first be cut to bed level 
or extracted and removed from the site. The new pier construction will involve fixing 
anchored installation pins and pier core to the seabed, followed by driving 13 new 508 
millimetre (“mm”) diameter steel tubular piles into the seabed by way of vibratory piling. The 
new pier will measure 33 m by 10 m and will have a concrete deck poured on site into sealed 
shutters. An existing floating pontoon will be realigned with an additional 18 m section, 
anchored to the seabed. The new overall pontoon length will be approximately 75 m. The 
total area of the Proposed Works is 600 square metres and broadly covers the same 
footprint as the existing pier. The indicative timeframe for the Proposed Works is 
approximately one year.  
 
Location of the works 
 
The Proposed Works are located within the Sound of Barra Special Area of Conservation 
(“SAC”), designated for reefs, subtidal sandbanks and harbour seal. In addition, harbour 
seals are known to haul out on the southern shore of Acairseid Mhòr directly opposite the 
harbour and within 250-350 m of the Proposed Works.  NS advised that the noise and 
vibration generated from the piling works will have the potential to disturb harbour seals at 
these haul outs. NS advised that the timings of pile driving must be carefully considered to 
avoid no adverse effect on the Sound of Barra SAC.  
 
NS advised that the Proposed Works will have no likely significant effects on the Sound of 
Barra SAC. NS noted that the Proposed Works cover broadly the same footprint as the 
existing pier and the broad habitat survey of the area showed no subtidal sandbanks near 
the Proposed Works but that there is reef habitat. NS advised that the shading effect of the 
existing pier means any reef habitat in the vicinity is likely to be of low quality. NS advised 
that on this basis and the environment measures referred to in the screening report, any 
negative impacts from sedimentation or pollution (e.g. construction plant, fuels and 
materials) will be reduced, and therefore there would be no likely significant effect on the reef 
qualifying interest of the Sound of Barra SAC.  
 
NS also advised that the Proposed Works could likely affect cetaceans during the 
construction phase, in particular with the potential for underwater noise to be generated.  NS 
advised that the applicant should submit a species protection plan, which should include 
consideration of the Joint Nature Conservation Committee’s ‘Statutory Nature Conservation 
Agency Protocol for Minimising the Risk of Injury to Marine Mammals from Piling Noise.  NS 
also advised that a European Protected Species licence may be required in respect of the 
Proposed Works. NS advised that it does not consider an EIA to be required for the 
Proposed Works.   
 
Characteristics of the potential impact 
 
CnES noted that the information contained in the Screening Request differed from that which 
was provided in relation to the screening request submitted by the applicant in relation to the 
terrestrial components. CnES advised however based on standard construction mitigation 
measures for working in the marine environment (as detailed in the Screening Request) 
being implemented, it did not consider the Proposed Works as an EIA project. 
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In its response SEPA referred to its standing advice and indicated that it had no site-specific 
comments to make. HES advised that it does not consider an EIA will be required for any of 
its interests.  
 
The Scottish Ministers are content that utilisation of standard good practice construction 
methods and the embedded mitigation measures proposed by the applicant (as detailed in 
the Screening Request), along with the submission of a species protection plan (which 
considers impacts and mitigation for both cetaceans and harbour seals) in support of any 
marine licence application, will be sufficient to ensure no significant effects on the 
environment. It is the Scottish Ministers’ intention that this mitigation will be formalised in 
conditions, as appropriate, attached to any marine licence subsequently granted for the 
Proposed Works. 
 
Conclusion 
 
In view of the findings above, the Scottish Ministers are of the opinion that the Proposed 
Works are not an EIA project under the 2017 MW Regulations and, therefore, an EIA is not 
required to be carried out in respect of the Proposed Works. 
 
If you increase, alter or extend the Proposed Works, you are advised to contact Marine 
Scotland - Licensing Operations Team again to confirm if the screening opinion is still valid. 
 
A copy of the screening opinion has been forwarded to CnES planning department. The 
screening opinion has also been made publicly available through Screening -Acairsaid Pier, 
Eriskay - SCR-0052 | Marine Scotland Information  
 
If you require any further assistance or advice on this matter, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Maureen Mcintyre 
Marine Scotland - Licensing Operations Team 

 

https://marine.gov.scot/ml/screening-acairsaid-pier-eriskay-scr-0052
https://marine.gov.scot/ml/screening-acairsaid-pier-eriskay-scr-0052
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