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Andrew McKibbin 
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Glasgow 
G1 1RX 

Date: 27 November 2025 

Dear Mr McKibbin, 

SCREENING OPINION UNDER THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017   

Thank you for your screening opinion request dated 07 October 2025 in regards to the 
proposed Custom House Quay and Carlton Place public realm improvement works, 
comprising construction of a new sheet piled wall at Custom House Quay and construction, 
alteration and improvement to the revetment at Carlton Place, Glasgow (“the Proposed 
Works”).    

The Scottish Ministers consider the Proposed Works to fall under paragraph 1(e) of schedule 
2 of The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 
(“the 2017 MW Regulations”), with the Proposed Works meeting the corresponding threshold 
described in column 2 of schedule 2. Consequently, the Scottish Ministers are obliged to 
adopt a screening opinion as to whether the Proposed Works are an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (“EIA”) project under the 2017 MW Regulations. 

Under regulation 10(5) of the 2017 MW Regulations, the Scottish Ministers have consulted 
with NatureScot (formerly Scottish Natural Heritage), the Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency (“SEPA”), Glasgow City Council and Historic Environment Scotland (“HES”) as to 
their view on whether the Proposed Works are an EIA project. Copies of the consultation 
responses received are attached for your review (at Appendix I).  

When making a determination as to whether schedule 2 works are an EIA project, the 
Scottish Ministers must provide their reasons in a written statement, taking into account the 
selection criteria set out in schedule 3 of the 2017 MW Regulations, as are relevant to the 
Proposed Works. This is set out below. 

Characteristics of the works 

The Proposed Works form part of wider terrestrial regeneration works at Custom House Quay 
and Carlton Place on the Clyde River waterfront. The Proposed Works will be separated into 
two distinct phases.  

Phase one involves the construction of a new steel sheet piled wall on the north bank of the 
River Clyde at Custom House Quay, required to replace the existing quay wall which is in 
poor condition and continuing to deteriorate. The new steel sheet piled wall will be installed 
in front of the existing quay wall for the purposes of stability with the proposed offset distance 
to be 2 metres (“m”) with potential to extend to 7 m in some locations, forming the boundary 
of the land to be reclaimed. The sheet piles will likely be installed using vibratory hammer 
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and will be anchored back into the existing quay wall through the use of ground anchors. 
Granular infill will be used to fill the void between the new and existing wall. The extent of the 
Proposed Works at Custom House Quay will be approximately 0.43 hectares (“ha”) excluding 
the plant and equipment working area boundary. 
 
Phase two is located at Carlton Place on the south bank of the River Clyde. The existing 
dilapidated stone revetment will be replaced with a combination of rock revetment and 
reinforced earth retaining structures. The existing revetment will be removed and to facilitate 
the construction of its replacement, it may be necessary to remove up to 7,000 cubic metres 
of seabed to form the new rock revetment toe. The replacement revetment will require some 
fill material placed on top of the riverbank prior to the installation of geotextile followed by 
rock armour. A scour protection wall will be constructed behind the revetment and there may 
also be some intertidal planning to soften the river edge and support ecology and biodiversity.  
The extent of the Proposed Works at Carlton Place will be approximately 0.94 ha excluding 
the plant and equipment working area boundary.  

 
The Proposed Works may utilise both shore and/or marine based construction plant and 
equipment to undertake both phases of the Proposed Works with construction materials 
being brought onto site by river barges. It is anticipated that the Proposed Works at Custom 
House Quay will commence first with timeframes for the Carlton Place construction works to 
be finalised.    

 
Location of the works 

 
The Proposed Works are not located within any sensitive areas under the 2017 MW 
Regulations. In its response, NatureScot advised that the Proposed Works will not give rise 
to any likelihood of significant effects on any national or international natural heritage 
designations for which NatureScot has a responsibility. It further advised that they will not be 
likely to have any significant effects on any protected species. On this basis, NatureScot 
concluded that the Proposed Works are not an EIA project for interests within their remit. 
 
Characteristics of the potential impact 
 
In its response, Glasgow City Council referred toits own screening opinion (reference 
25/02819/SCR) in respect of the Proposed Works, including terrestrial elements, where it 
concluded that based on its own assessment it did not consider the Proposed Works to be 
an EIA project. 

 
In its response, HES advised that they had no site specific comments to make regarding the 
Proposed Works. SEPA referred to its standing advice within its response and indicated that 
it had no site specific comments to make in respect of the Proposed Works. 
 
Conclusion 
 
In view of the findings above, the Scottish Ministers are of the opinion that the Proposed 
Works are not an EIA project under the 2017 MW Regulations and, therefore, an EIA is not 
required to be carried out in respect of the Proposed Works. 
 
If you increase, alter or extend the Proposed Works, you are advised to contact Marine 
Directorate - Licensing Operations Team again to confirm if the screening opinion is still valid. 
 
A copy of the screening opinion has been forwarded to Glasgow City Council planning 
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department. The screening opinion has also been made publicly available through the Marine 
Scotland Information website.  
 
If you require any further assistance or advice on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neil Macleod 
Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
 

 
 


