Marine License Application

A828 South of Creagan

Section 7 (i)

The works programme involves the carriageway resurfacing of the A828 trunk road. The
entirety of the work will be restricted to the A828 carriageway, and the majority of the
scheme will take place onthe A828 Creagan Bridge with standard containment measures
in place. To prevent materials entering the marine environment from any of the activities
on or surrounding the bridge, good practice measures will be included within the Site
Environmental Management Plan (SEMP) as well as relevant General Binding Rules
(GBRs) under the Environmental Authorisations (Scotland) Regulations 2018.

The A828 Creagan Bridge spans Loch Creran which includes the Loch Creran Special
Area of Conservation (SAC) which is designated for reefs and Loch Creran Marine
Protected Area for Nature Conservation (MPA NC) which is designated for flame shell
beds and Quaternary of Scotland geology.

Additionally, the proposed works lies within close proximity to Glen Creran Woods SAC
which includes the Glen Creran Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). The SAC is
designated for mixed woodland on base-rich soils associated with rocky slopes, otter
(Lutra lutra) and western acidic oak woodland. Furthermore, the SSSI is designated for
bryophyte assemblage, chequered skipper butterfly (Carterocephalus palaemon), lichen
assemblage, pearl-bordered fritillary butterfly (Boloria euphrosyne) and upland oak
woodland. The SAC and SSSI lie approximately 70m south of the proposed works at the
closest point.

A Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA) was completed to assess potential impacts of
the proposed works on the qualifying features of the above sites (refer to the supporting
document ‘FR565 HRA Proforma — A828 South of Creagan’). Likely Significant Effects
(LSE) were not identified for the qualifying features of Loch Creran SAC or Loch Creran
MPA NC, nor for the qualifying woodland habitats of Glen Creran Wood SAC. LSE could
not be ruled out for otter within Glen Creran Woods SAC; however, due to the localised
nature of the works, the ample alternative foraging and resting area in the wider area for
otter, the robust containment measures and specific mitigation to limit disturbance, it
has been concluded that the proposed activities are not likely to result in Adverse Effects
on Site Activity (AESI) for this feature.

Additionally, the scheme has received an environmental assessment prior to
commencement, and a site visit was carried out in September 2025. The bridge was
previously identified as a bat roost during both the bat active season and hibernation
season. Therefore, updated bat surveys will be carried out prior to works and a derogation



licence from NatureScot will be sought to permit disturbance to a bat roost if required.
No works will commence until all relevant licencing and mitigation measures are in
place. A SEMP will be produced for the works which will detail good practice and
mitigation measures to be implemented during the works.

The proposed works do not meetthe thresholds to be considered Schedule 1 or Schedule
2 projects under the Marine Works (Scotland) Act 1984 (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2017. This legislation transposes the European Union’s
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive 2011/92/EU (as amended by
2014/52/EU) into Scottish law for projects within the Scottish Marine Area and includes
the thresholds for Annex | and Annex Il projects from the EIA Directive (as determined by
the criteria within Annex Ill of the EIA Directive) within Schedules 1 and 2.

Proposed works will also be assessed under The Roads (Scotland) Act 1984
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017, which transposes the EIA
Directive into Scottish law for projects related to trunk roads. Under this legislation, the
proposed works meet the threshold to be considered an Annex Il project and therefore
require screening to determine whether a full EIA is required. In this case, a Record of
Determination (RoD) will be prepared which will provide evidence and information for the
determination by Transport Scotland (Competent Authority for trunk road works) of
whether a full EIA will be required. The RoD will include the main potential effects of
proposed works on the environment and mitigation to be implemented that will minimise
the environmental impact. Although unlikely, if a full EIA is required, the RoD will help to
inform the screening and scoping process.



