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Response to Question 1: 

The Export Cable Corridor is located between landfall (MHWS) at Rattray Head to the Array 

Area boundary, approximately 75km north-east of Fraserburgh in the outer Moray Firth. 

Response to Question 5 (b): 

 

An indicative outline of the offshore construction phase programme for the Proposed 

Offshore Development is set out in Volume 1, Chapter 4: Project Description of the 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). In addition, detailed information on the 

anticipated durations and sequencing of construction activities is provided within the 

relevant maximum design envelope tables included in each technical chapter of the EIA. 

Response to Question 5 (c): 

Project: Installation of up to three export cable circuits, an Intermediate Reactive 

Compensation (IRC) platform and associated jacket and piles, up to three Offshore 
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Substation Platforms (OSPs), including steel jackets with driven or suction piles, 

interconnector cables and cable and scour protection associated with the Buchan 

Offshore Windfarm. 

Dredging/drilling operations: Site preparation activities may be necessary, the suite of 

which will be fully informed by pre-construction surveys, expected to take place in 2030 to 

inform detailed design work. Clearance of sandwaves and similar seabed formations may 

be required to ensure the seabed is flat enough for cable installation.  

Response to Question 6: 

Location Point Latitude (ddm)  
Longitude 
(ddm) 

Array Area 1 58°32.676 'N 1°3.817 'W 

Array Area 2 58°14.488 'N 1°14.838 'W 

Array Area 3 58°17.147 'N 1°22.85 'W 

Array Area 4 58°24.934 'N 1°21.1 'W 

Array Area 5 58°32.984 'N 1°13.377 'W 

ECC 6 57°35.9223100'N 1°48.0411124'W  

ECC 7 57°35.8075409'N 1°46.6679729'W  

ECC 8 57°35.8073783'N 1°46.6650119'W  

ECC 9 57°35.8309187'N 1°42.3025609'W  

ECC 10 57°36.8145197'N 1°40.4501648'W  

ECC 11 57°41.4106343'N 1°38.3378815'W  

ECC 12 57°45.1324139'N 1°34.8094397'W  

ECC 13 57°45.7490634'N 1°32.9367755'W  

ECC 14 57°52.9351208'N 1°27.8923563'W  

ECC 15 57°53.1540513'N 1°27.7732116'W  

ECC 16 57°53.3125781'N 1°27.6869234'W  

ECC 17 57°59.0172411'N 1°24.5728280'W  

ECC 18 57°59.2122458'N 1°24.4660679'W  

ECC 19 57°59.3562324'N 1°24.3643257'W  

ECC 20 58°3.6734707'N  1°21.3068349'W  

ECC 21 58°10.0785946'N 1°18.6208288'W  

ECC 22 58°12.7864110'N 1°17.0539127'W  

ECC 23 58°15.1296876'N 1°16.5891295'W  

ECC 24 58°15.1304688'N 1°16.5889744'W  

ECC 25 58°15.1317330'N 1°16.5887233'W  

ECC 26 58°14.7899063'N 1°15.6583362'W  

ECC 27 58°14.7798664'N 1°15.6310187'W  

ECC 28 58°12.6759628'N 1°16.0492521'W  

ECC 29 58°10.0068635'N 1°17.6063937'W  

ECC 30 58°3.5194916'N  1°20.3299042'W  
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Location Point Latitude (ddm)  
Longitude 
(ddm) 

ECC 31 57°59.0420420'N 1°23.5026855'W  

ECC 32 57°53.2273266'N 1°26.6798466'W  

ECC 33 57°52.7651316'N 1°26.9316111'W  

ECC 34 57°45.3870953'N 1°32.1136014'W  

ECC 35 57°44.7531763'N 1°34.0392190'W  

ECC 36 57°41.2218277'N 1°37.3884288'W  

ECC 37 57°36.5381044'N 1°39.5428510'W  

ECC 38 57°35.2940933'N 1°41.8859893'W  

ECC 39 57°35.2669551'N 1°46.9227683'W  

ECC 40 57°35.3700029'N 1°48.0164144'W  

ECC 41 57°35.4543455'N 1°49.6713355'W  

ECC 42 57°35.5750830'N 1°49.6885937'W  

ECC 43 57°35.5935090'N 1°49.6854786'W  

ECC 44 57°35.6254656'N 1°49.6774521'W  

ECC 45 57°35.7441483'N 1°49.6444532'W  

ECC 46 57°35.7448263'N 1°49.6444031'W  

ECC 47 57°35.8360794'N 1°49.6462833'W  

ECC 48 57°35.8699019'N 1°49.6439986'W  

ECC 49 57°35.9544842'N 1°49.6292669'W  

ECC 50 57°36.0365032'N 1°49.5666930'W  

ECC 51 57°36.1303468'N 1°49.5020851'W  

 

Response to Question 7: 

The Buchan Offshore Windfarm will comprise up to 70 WTGs and associated floating 

foundations, up to three OSPs, inter-array cables, interconnector cables and export cable 

circuits with scour and cable protection as required.  

This application relates to the Export Cable Corridor including up to three export cable 

circuits and a single IRC, and the OSPs and interconnector cables located within the Array 

Area. It also encompasses the associated scour and cable protection. Volume 1, Chapter: 

Project Description of the EIA Report provides further detail on the proposed Project and 

construction methods.  

The Commitments Register, found in Volume 3, Appendix 1.1: Commitments, Mitigation 

and Monitoring Register of the EIA Report, outlines the measures proposed by the 

Applicant to protect the marine environment during the activities of the Proposed Offshore 

Development and to minimise or prevent impacts on other marine users. 
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Response to Question 8 (a): 

Cable composition includes aluminum and copper. Sacrificial anodes may be included in 

the final detailed design. Number and dimensions of concrete mattresses will be defined at 

detailed design. 

Response to Question 8 (b): 

Materials will be delivered by sea, exact shipping routes will be determined and provided to 

MD-LOT post consent. Offshore project vessels will comply with COLREGS and Safety at 

Sea (SOLAS) (please refer to the Proposed Navigation and Safety Management Plan 

accompanying this application). An overview of installation vessels is provided in Volume 

1, Chapter 4: Project Description. 

Response to Question 22: 

A separate submission for a Marine Licence for the generation assets has been submitted. 

Any further consents which may be required will be applied for in due course.  

Response to Question 24: 

The Applicant has undertaken a number of public consultation events in the lead up to 

consent application. These include: 

 Round 1 (2023): initial consultation on preferred onshore and offshore schemes, 

introducing the project and supporting the submission of the Scoping Report; 

 Round 2 (2024): including the first formal PAC event, statutory consultation on 

offshore and onshore scheme, including feedback to consultees on project 

development and further opportunity to comment (30 days to provide); and 

 Round 3 (2025): including the second formal PAC event, further statutory 

consultation on refined onshore scheme including feedback to consultees on 

project development, plus update on offshore scheme development and further 

opportunity to comment (30 days to provide). 

Each round of consultation included three drop-in public information events at different 
locations (close to the landfall point, onshore cable route and substation search areas) 
where local people could view the proposals, ask questions of the project team and 
leave comments. 

Each round of public consultation was advertised in local newspapers, the Buchan 
Observer and the Fraserburgh Herald, for two consecutive weeks prior to the events 
taking place. The notices advertised Pre-Application Consultation events required 
under Regulation 7 of the Town and Country Planning (Development Management 
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Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 and Regulation 7 of the Marine Licensing (Pre-
application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013. 

Response to Question 26: 

The Export Cable Corridor crosses the Southern Trench MPA. 
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