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Glossary

Defined term

Definition

Array Area

The Array Area means the area shown shaded in purple in
Figure 1.1 of this Offshore EIA Report.

Ayre Offshore Wind
Farm Limited (AOWFL)

A Special-Purpose Vehicle (SPV) (legal entity) for the purpose
of developing the Project. Ayre Offshore Wind Farm Limited
will be the Applicant for the Offshore Application.

Cumulative Effects

The effects of the Proposed Development assessed together
with effects from one or more different projects on the same
receptor/resource.

Draft Plan Option (DPO)

Draft plan option areas identified in the 2019 Sectoral Marine
Plan (SMP).

Designated Landscape

Areas of landscape identified as being of importance at
international, national or local levels, either defined by statute
or identified in development plans or other documents.

Effect

Term used to express the consequence of an impact i.e. the
result of change or changes on specific environmental
resources or receptors. The significance of an effect is
determined by correlating the magnitude of the impact with
the importance, or sensitivity of the receptor or resource in
accordance with defined significance criteria.

Embedded Mitigation

Measures that are adopted as part of the Proposed
Development and therefore assessed within the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). The proposed
approach for the EIA for the Proposed Development is that
embedded mitigation includes both primary mitigation and
tertiary mitigation. These are defined by the Institute of
Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA) as
follows:

Primary: Modifications to the location or design of the
development made during the pre-application phase that are
an inherent part of the Project, and do not require additional
action to be taken.

Tertiary: Actions that would occur with or without input from
the EIA feeding into the design process. These include actions
that will be undertaken to meet other existing legislative
requirements, or actions that are considered to be standard
practices used to manage commonly occurring environmental
effects.

Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA)

Assessment of the potential likely significant effects of the
Proposed Development on the physical, biological, and human
environment during construction, Operations and
Maintenance (O&M) and decommissioning.

Environmental Impact
Assessment Regulations
(EIA Regulations)

Terminology used in this Offshore Scoping Report to refer to
three sets of regulations:

* The Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment)
(Scotland) Regulations 2017;

* The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment)
(Scotland) Regulations 2017; and

e The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2007
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Defined term

Definition

Export Cable Corridor

The area of seabed seaward of Mean High-Water Springs
(MHWS) shown in blue on Figure 11, which connects the Array
Area with the Landfall Area within which the Offshore Export
Cables (Export Cable) will be installed.

Export Cable

The cables which will bring electricity from the offshore
substation platform to the landfall, and then to the onshore
substation.

Impact

A change caused by an action that occurs during a project’s
lifetime.

Landscape Character
Type

A distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements in
the landscape that makes one landscape different from
another.

Likely Significant
Landscape and Visual
Effect (LSLVE)

An effect that has the potential to occur upon the Landscape
or Visual receptors within the Proposed Development as
determined by the AA.

Offshore Application

Term used to refer to the applications associated with the
Proposed Development. The Applicant will apply for:

* A Section 36 Consent under the Electricity Act 1989; and
e Marine Licence(s) under Marine Scotland Act 2010 and
Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009.

Offshore Environmental
Impact Assessment
(EIA) Report (hereafter,
“Offshore EIA Report*)

Document prepared to report the findings of the EIA for the
Proposed Development and produced in accordance with the
EIA Regulations. An Offshore EIA will be submitted to support
the Offshore Application for the Proposed Development.

Offshore Infrastructure

All of the Offshore Infrastructure associated with the
Proposed Development that is located seaward of MHWS,
comprising the Offshore Generation Assets and the Offshore
Transmission Assets.

Offshore Scoping Report

The Report that presents the findings of the EIA scoping
process undertaken for the Proposed Development with the
purpose of obtaining a Scoping Opinion. The Report defines
what is intended to be assessed and reported as part of the
EIA.

Plan Option Area (POA)

A location identified in the Sectoral Marine Plan (SMP) as a
preferred area for commercial scale offshore wind
development.

Project (the)

An overarching term for the Ayre Offshore Wind Farm (Ayre
OWF) comprising the offshore and onshore infrastructure
required to generate and transmit electricity from the Array
Area to the onshore grid connection point. The Project
includes both the Offshore Generation Assets, the Offshore
Transmission Assets and the Onshore Transmission Assets.

Project Designh Envelope
(PDE)

A description of the range of possible elements that make up
the design options for the Proposed Development under
consideration when the exact engineering parameters are not
yet known.

Proposed Development

Term used to define the Offshore Infrastructure associated
with the Project seaward of MHWS for which consent is being
sought. Further details of the parameters are included in
Volume 1, Chapter 3: Project Description.
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Defined term

Definition

Scoping Opinion

A document produced by MD-LOT which details what is
expected to be included in the Offshore EIA Report and what
can be scoped out of the EIA process.

Scoping Workshop

A series of sessions preceding the finalisation of the Offshore
Scoping Report to provide an opportunity for the Applicant to
consult on the draft scope and for stakeholders to request
additional information on key issues.

Seascape Character

Defined as landscapes with views of the coast or seas, and
coasts and the adjacent marine environment.

Sectoral Marine Plan
(SMP)

A plan developed by the Scottish Government which provide
the strategically planned spatial footprint for offshore wind
development in Scotland.

Significance

Effect factor that is determined by the magnitude of impact
along with the sensitivity of the receptor.

Site Boundary

The boundary within which all elements of the Proposed
Development will be located. The Site Boundary comprises of
the Array Area and Export Cable Corridor which ends at
MHWS. This area may be refined through future site selection
work, with details presented in the Offshore EIA Report.

Study Area

For each environmental topic, the baseline environment will
be characterised, and the potential environmental impacts
will be described within a topic-specific study area. Specific
study areas are defined for each topic and are based on the
maximum spatial extent across which potential impacts of
the Project may be experienced by the relevant receptors (i.e.
Zone of Influence).

Water Body

A coherent sub-unit in the river basin (district) to which the
environmental objectives of the directive must apply. Hence,
the main purpose of identifying “water bodies” is to enable
the status to be accurately described and compared to
environmental objectives.

Wind Turbines

Structures comprising of a tubular tower, rotor blades, and a
nacelle which houses the Wind Turbine generator.
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Acronyms
Acronym Definition
EIA Environmental Impact Assessment
GDL Gardens and Designed Landscapes
HES Historic Environment Scotland
HwLDP Highland-wide Local Development Plan
IAC Inter-Array Cable
LCT Landscape Character Types
LSLVE Likely Significant Landscape and Visual Effect
MDS Maximum Design Scenario
NSA National Scenic Area
oic Orkney Islands Council
OLA Option Lease Area
OSP Offshore Substation Platform
OWF Offshore Wind Farm
POA Plan Option Area
SLVIA Seascape, Landscape, and Visual Impact Assessment
SMP Sectoral Marine Plan
THC The Highland Council
WHS World Heritage Site
ZTV Zone of Theoretical Visibility

Table of Units

Units

Definition

km

Kilometre
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Introduction

This Seascape, Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (SLVIA)
Technical Report presents the baseline Seascape Character, Landscape
Character and provides a description of the principal visual receptors and
identifies the proposed representative viewpoints of relevance for the
offshore infrastructure associated with Ayre Offshore Wind Farm (OWF)
Project (hereafter referred to as the Proposed Development). The
Proposed Development covers the Option to Lease Area (OLA) that is in
the NE2 Plan Option Area (POA), detailed in the Sectoral Marine Plan (SMP)
for Offshore Wind Energy (Scottish Government, 2020), and the Offshore
Export Cable Corridor. The Array Area is located approximately 22 km off
the Orkney coast at its closest point, with an area of 200 km? and will
comprise the Wind Turbines (with either floating or fixed foundations),
Inter-Array Cables (IACs), Subsea Collectors, Offshore Substation
Platforms (OSPs), Interconnector Cables and any necessary scour/cable
protection. The Export Cable Corridor consists of four Offshore Export
Cables which Landfall at Sinclair’s Bay, Caithness.

Data of relevance to the Seascape Character, Landscape Character and
landscape designations has been collated through a detailed desktop
review of published studies and datasets available for areas within the
SLVIA Study Area to gain an understanding of the baseline conditions and
sensitivities of the seascape and landscape environment within the SLVIA
Study Area which is detailed in Section 2.

The information from this Offshore Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) Technical Report informs the SLVIA baseline and the subsequent
assessment of the Likely Significant Landscape and Visual Effects (LSLVE)
(both direct and indirect) of the Proposed Development on Seascape
Character, Landscape Character and visual receptors within the SLVIA
Study Area. This report accompanies the EIA provided in Volume 2,
Chapter 20: Seascape, Landscape and Visual Impacts to support the
consent application for the Proposed Development.

The aim of this SLVIA Technical Report is to:

e identify the existing Seascape Character Areas of relevance to the
Proposed Development;

e identify the existing Landscape Character Types (LCT) of relevance to
the Proposed Development;

e identify existing Designated Landscapes of relevance to the Proposed
Development;

e identify principal visual receptors within the SLVIA Study Area of
relevance to the Proposed Development; and

e identify representative viewpoints within the SLVIA Study Area of
relevance to the Proposed Development.

TWP-AYR-RPS-OFE-RPT-00037 Page 1



Ayre Offshore Wind Farm, Offshore EIA Report THISTLE
Volume 3, Technical Appendix 20.1: Seascape, PA\.‘I\R”#I\I?E?{S
Landscape and Visual Impacts Technical Report

2 SLVIA Study Area

211 The SLVIA Study Area is shown in Figure 2.1, extending to include all areas
within which direct and indirect seascape, landscape and visual effects
are considered most likely to occur, and is comprised of a 60 km buffer
surrounding the Array Area. The buffer used to define the SLVIA Study Area
is based on the Maximum Design Scenario (MDS) set out in Volume 2,
Chapter 20: Seascape, Landscape and Visual Impacts.

2.1.2 The SLVIA Study Area has been selected in accordance with NatureScot
Guidance (NatureScot, 2017).

2.1.3 The SLVIA Study Area was presented to NatureScot and Orkney Islands
Council (OIC) during the Scoping Workshop held on the 06 March 2024.

2.1.4 The SLVIA Study Area was included in and accepted by NatureScot in their
Scoping Opinion that was received in response to the Offshore Scoping
Report submitted on the 17 June 2024.

2.1.5 As part of the Offshore Scoping Report submission, a preliminary Zone of
Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) was prepared (Figure 212) for the SLVIA Study
Area to ensure that all seascape, coastal landscapes and visual receptors
of relevance have been identified.

TWP-AYR-RPS-OFE-RPT-00037 Page 2
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3 Methodology
3.1 Desktop Study
3.1.1 Information on Seascape Character, Landscape Character and Designated

Landscapes within the SLVIA Study Area was collected through a detailed

desktop review of existing studies and datasets.

Landscape Character

summarised in Table 31.

Published studies and datasets available for Seascape Character and
associated with the SLVIA Study Area are

Table 3.1: Summary of Key Desktop Datasets and Reports for Seascape, Landscape and

Visual Impact

Title Source Extent Year Author

National Available online: SLVIA 2018 NatureScot

Coastal Coastal Character Assessment | Study

Character NatureScot Area

Map

Coastal Available online: Coastal Character | SLVIA 2023 NatureScot

Character Assessment | NatureScot Study

Assessment: Area

Orkney and

North

Caithness

Highland- Available online: SLVIA 2012 The

wide Local Highland-wide Local Development | Study Highland

Development | Plan | Highland-wide Local Area Council

Plan (HWLDP) | Development Plan | The Highland (THC)
Council

Orkney Local | Available online: SLVIA 2017 olIC

Development | Orkney Local Development Plan Study

Plan (OLDP) 2017 - 2022 Area

Number 100 Available online: SLVIA 1998 NatureScot

Orkney NatureScot Review 100 - Orkney Study

Landscape landscape character assessment | Area

Character NatureScot

Assessment

Number 103 Available online: Landscape SLVIA 1998 NatureScot

Caithness and | Character Assessment: Caithness Study

Sutherland and Sutherland - Landscape Area

Landscape Evolution and Influences |

Character NatureScot

Assessment

NatureScot Available online: SLVIA 2019 NatureScot

Landscape Scottish Landscape Character Study

Character Types Map and Descriptions | Area

Assessment NatureScot

2019

TWP-AYR-RPS-OFE-RPT-00037
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https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/coastal-character-assessment
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/coastal-character-assessment
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/coastal-character-assessment
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/coastal-character-assessment
https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/178/development_plans/199/highland-wide_local_development_plan
https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/178/development_plans/199/highland-wide_local_development_plan
https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/178/development_plans/199/highland-wide_local_development_plan
https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/178/development_plans/199/highland-wide_local_development_plan
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/media/32lk4qps/orkney_local_development_plan_2017_2022.pdf
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/media/32lk4qps/orkney_local_development_plan_2017_2022.pdf
https://www.nature.scot/doc/archive/naturescot-review-100-orkney-landscape-character-assessment
https://www.nature.scot/doc/archive/naturescot-review-100-orkney-landscape-character-assessment
https://www.nature.scot/doc/archive/naturescot-review-100-orkney-landscape-character-assessment
https://www.nature.scot/doc/landscape-character-assessment-caithness-and-sutherland-landscape-evolution-and-influences
https://www.nature.scot/doc/landscape-character-assessment-caithness-and-sutherland-landscape-evolution-and-influences
https://www.nature.scot/doc/landscape-character-assessment-caithness-and-sutherland-landscape-evolution-and-influences
https://www.nature.scot/doc/landscape-character-assessment-caithness-and-sutherland-landscape-evolution-and-influences
https://www.nature.scot/doc/landscape-character-assessment-caithness-and-sutherland-landscape-evolution-and-influences
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/landscape-character-assessment/scottish-landscape-character-types-map-and-descriptions
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/landscape-character-assessment/scottish-landscape-character-types-map-and-descriptions
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/landscape-character-assessment/scottish-landscape-character-types-map-and-descriptions
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Title Source Extent Year Author
Orkney Available online: Orkney Islands - SLVIA Accessed | Visit
(Places to go) | Holidays, Maps & Travel | Study 2024 Scotland
VisitScotland Area
Visit a Place Available online: Search Results | SLVIA Accessed | Historic
(Orkney) Visit a Place | Historic Environment | Study 2024 Environment
Scotland Area Scotland
National Available online: SLVIA Accessed | Sustrans
Cycle Home - Sustrans.org.uk Study 2024
Network Area
Overview map | Available online: SLVIA Accessed | Long
for Long Overview Map for Paths and Walks | Study 2024 Distance
Distance Area Walkers
Paths and Association
Walks
Inventory GDL | Available online: SLVIA Accessed | Historic
in Scotland Search for a Garden or Landscape | | Study 2024 Environment
Historic Environment Scotland Area Scotland
Wild Land Available online: SLVIA 2014 NatureScot
Areas map Wild Land Areas map and Study
and descriptions 2014 | NatureScot Area
descriptions
2014
National Available online: SLVIA 2014 NatureScot
Scenic Areas Special Landscape Qualities | Study
in Scotland NatureScot Area
Map
3.2 Site-Specific Surveys
3.2.1 A summary of the surveys undertaken to inform the potential visual

impacts associated with the Proposed Development is outlined in Table
3.2 below.

Table 3.2: Summary of Site-Specific Surveys Undertaken for Seascape, Landscape and

Visual Impacts

Title Extent of Overview of Survey Date
Survey Survey Contractor
Photographic Various Baseline RPS 2024
Survey from agreed | locations photography
Viewpoints within the capture from
SLVIA Study agreed viewpoints
Area in line with
NatureScot
Guidance

TWP-AYR-RPS-OFE-RPT-00037
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https://www.visitscotland.com/places-to-go/islands/orkney
https://www.visitscotland.com/places-to-go/islands/orkney
https://www.visitscotland.com/places-to-go/islands/orkney
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/search-results?r=32
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/search-results?r=32
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/search-results?r=32
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/
https://ldwa.org.uk/ldp/public/ldp_overview_map.php
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/listing-scheduling-and-designations/gardens-and-designed-landscapes/search-for-a-garden-or-landscape/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/listing-scheduling-and-designations/gardens-and-designed-landscapes/search-for-a-garden-or-landscape/
https://www.nature.scot/doc/wild-land-areas-map-and-descriptions-2014
https://www.nature.scot/doc/wild-land-areas-map-and-descriptions-2014
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/protected-areas-and-species/protected-areas/national-designations/national-scenic-areas/special-landscape-qualities
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/protected-areas-and-species/protected-areas/national-designations/national-scenic-areas/special-landscape-qualities
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Title Extent of Overview of Survey Date
Survey Survey Contractor
Photographic Various Baseline RPS 2024
Survey from various | locations photography
Cultural Heritage within the capture from
locations SLVIA Study agreed viewpoints
Area in line with
NatureScot
Guidance
3.2.2 All visualisations from and wirelines of the agreed viewpoints will be
shown within Volume 2, Chapter 20: Seascape, Landscape and Visual
Impacts.
4 Baseline Characterisation
411 This section provides a summary description of the National Seascape
Character Types, National LCT and landscape designations following a
review of the existing seascape and landscape baseline conditions
associated with the Proposed Development. This has been undertaken by
identifying the Seascape Character and Landscape Character units within
SLVIA Study Area associated with the Proposed Development.
4.2 Seascape Character
National Seascape Character Types
4.2.1 Four National Seascape Character (NSC) Types are found within the SLVIA
Study Area (NatureScot, 2018). These have been identified as:
e Type 1: Remote High Cliffs;
e Type 2: Mainland rocky coastline with open sea views;
e Type 3: Mainland deposition coastline with open views; and
e Type 12: Deposition Coasts of Islands.
4.2.2 Extracts from NatureScot (2018), for each of the above identified NSC
Types have been reproduced in Annex A.
4.3 Seascape Designations
4.31 A review of the available information has identified that there are no
national or regional seascape designations within the SLVIA Study Area.
4.3.2 Table 41 identifies the closest distance at which the identified NSC Areas

occur in relation to the Array Area.
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Table 4.1: Summary of NSC Type and Distance from Array Area

National NSC Name Closest Distance to Array

Seascape Area (km)

Character

Type

Type 1 Remote High Cliffs 40.9

Type 2 Mainland rocky coastline with open sea 41.3
views

Type 3 Mainland deposition coastline with open 54.6
views

Type 12 Deposition Coasts of Islands 17.8

4.4 Landscape Character Types

4.41

LCTs are areas of consistent and recognisable Landscape Character, and
a review of the available datasets (NatureScot) has identified that the
following LCTs are located within the SLVIA Study Area (by Council Area):

The Highland Council:

e LCT 134: Sweeping Moorland and Flows;

e LCT 140: Sandy Beaches and Dunes;

e LCT 141: High Cliffs and Sheltered Bays;

e LCT143: Farmed Lowland Plain; and

e LCT 144: Coastal Crofts and Small Farms.

Orkney Islands Council:

e LCT 295: Holmes;

e LCT 296: Whaleback Islands;
e LCT 297: Ridgeline Islands;

e LCT 298: Low Island Pastures;

e LCT 299: Undulating Island Pasture;

e LCT 301: Coastal Basin;

e LCT 302: Inclined Coastal Pasture;
e LCT 303: Rocky Coastal Pasture;

e LCT 304: Isolated Coastal Knolls;

e LCT 305: Enclosed Bays;

e LCT 306: Coastal Hills and Heath;

e LCT 307: Cliffs — Orkney;

TWP-AYR-RPS-OFE-RPT-00037
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4.4.2

4.4.3

LCT 308:
LCT 309:

LCT 310:

Coast with Sand — Orkney;
Peatland Basin;

Loch Basin — Orkney;

LCT 311: Low Moorland;

LCT 312:
LCT 313:
LCT 314:
LCT 315:
LCT 316:

Plateau Heath and Pasture;
Rolling Hill Fringe;
Moorland Hills = Orkney;
U-Shaped Valley; and
Rugged Hills.

WIND
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Extracts from each of the relevant NatureScot (formally Scottish Natural
Heritage) National Landscape Character Assessments for each of the
above identified national LCTs have been reproduced in Annex B.

Table 4.2 identifies the closest distance at which the identified LCTs
occurs in relation to the Proposed Development.

Table 4.2: Summary of Landscape Character Type and Distance from Array Area

LCT LCT Name Closest Distance to Array
Number (km)
The Highland Council Area

LCT 134 Sweeping Moorland and Flows 42.4
LCT 140 Sandy Beaches and Dunes 52.8
LCT 141 High Cliffs and Sheltered Bays 41.0
LCT 143 Farmed Lowland Plain 49.3
LCT 144 Coastal Crofts and Small Farms 42.3
Orkney Islands Council

LCT 295 Holmes 17.3
LCT 296 Whaleback Islands 387
LCT 297 Ridgeline Islands 23.3
LCT 298 Low Island Pastures 20.4
LCT 299 Undulating Island Pastures 21.0
LCT 300 Coastal Plain — Orkney 30.6
LCT 301 Coastal Basin 25.4
LCT 302 Inclined Coastal Pasture 24.5
LCT 303 Rocky Coastal Pasture 54.2
LCT 304 Isolated Coastal Knolls 41.8
LCT 305 Enclosed Bays 36.0
LCT 306 Coastal Hills and Heath 34.3
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LCT LCT Name Closest Distance to Array
Number (km)
LCT 307 Cliffs — Orkney 21.0
LCT 308 Coast with Sand — Orkney 24.6
LCT 309 Peatland Basin 43.6
LCT 310 Loch Basin — Orkney 23.9
LCT 311 Low Moorland 21.7
LCT 312 Plateau Heath and Pasture 21.4
LCT 313 Rolling Hill Fringe 36.5
LCT 314 Moorland Hills — Orkney 35.7
LCT 315 U-Shaped Valley 541
LCT 316 Rugged Hills 55.2
4.5 Landscape Designations
World Heritage Sites
4.5.1 A single World Heritage Site (WHS) identified as Heart of Neolithic Orkney
is located within the SLVIA Study Area (Annex C).
National Scenic Areas
4.5.2 First established in 1980, National Scenic Areas (NSAs) were designated
under Planning Legislation (Part 10 of the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act
2006). The Town and Country Planning (National Scenic Areas) (Scotland)
Designation Directions 2010 then brought this into force. The legislation
defines NSAs as areas “of outstanding scenic value in a national context”,
for which special protection measures are required. The designation’s
purpose is both to identify Scotland’s finest scenery and to ensure its
protection from inappropriate development.
4.5.3 A review of the dataset defining the NSA identified as the Hoy and West
Mainland (Orkney) NSA has confirmed that much of this NSA is located
within the SLVIA Study Area (Annex C).
Gardens and Designed Landscapes
4.5.4 A review of the datasets available from Historic Environment Scotland
(HES), relating to Gardens and Designed Landscapes (GDL) has identified
four GDLs within the SLVIA Study Area (Annex C).
4.5.5 These have been identified as follows:

e Balfour Castle (GDL0O0038);
e Melsetter House (GDL00281);
e Castle of Mey (Barrogill Castle) (GDL00096); and
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e Skaill House (GDL00341).

4.5.6 Table 4.3 identifies the closest distance at which the identified designated
sites occur in relation to the Proposed Development.

Table 4.3: Summary of Designated Landscape and Distance from Array Area

Designation Designation Name Closest Distance from Array
Area (km)
WHS Heart of Neolithic Orkney 46

(Buffer Zone)

Heart of Neolithic Orkney 55.9
(Site Boundary)

National Scenic Area Hoy and West Mainland 461
GDL Balfour Castle (GDL0O0O038) 34.3
Skaill House (GDL00341) 58.4
Castle of Mey (Barrogill 51.6
Castle) (GDLO0096)
Melsetter House 50.9
(GDL00281)
4.6 Principal Visual Receptors and Representative
Viewpoints
4.6.1 Listed below are the types of visual receptors that have been identified

within the SLVIA Study Area;
e Recreational receptors:

e walkers, equestrians and cyclists using the public rights of way
networks;

e users of beaches, public open spaces and common land;

e tourists and visitors using facilities such as hotels and cafes
within settlements;

e tourists and visitors at coastal caravan and camping sites; and
e tourists and visitors at attractions and points of interest.

e Residential receptors.

e People at their places of work.

e Transient receptors:

e Occupiers of vehicles travelling on local and national road
networks.

e For potential visual impacts arising because of the Proposed
Development on water-based receptors, wireline imagery of the
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4.6.2

4.6.3

4.6.4

4.6.5

PARTNERS

Proposed Development will be utilised to illustrate proposed views
from:

e passengers and workers on board commercial ferries or cruise
liners;

e people at their place of work on passing cargo, tanker or other
commercial vessels;

e people at their place of work on commercial fishing vessels; and
e recreational water users.

Viewpoint locations illustrated on Figure 4.1 were selected to illustrate
potential views from both land-based and water-based receptors and
locations were provided within the Seascape and Visual Impact Chapter
of the Offshore Scoping Report for discussion and agreement.

The Scoping Opinion received from both NatureScot and OIC confirmed
that the selected viewpoints were appropriate for assessment purposes.
However, the Scoping Opinion received from NatureScot, requested an
additional wireline to be provided on Hoy, within the Hoy and West
Mainland NSA to assess whether an additional viewpoint should be
included or scoped out from the Offshore EIA Report.

Additional wireline images of the Proposed Development were provided
from three locations within the Hoy and West Mainland NSA (Hoy Ferry
Terminal, the B9047 on Hoy and from the Hill of Miffia) in response to the
request. The subsequent response received from NatureScot confirmed
that the additional viewpoint was not to be included as part of the
assessment, however requested that the wirelines be included for
information purposes within the EIA Reporting as they provide an
understanding of the visibility of the Proposed Development from within
the NSA.

Therefore, the viewpoints selected and indicated in Figure 41 have been
utilised within the SLVIA assessment provided as part of the EIA Reporting
(Volume 2, Chapter 20: Seascape, Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment) associated with the Proposed Development.
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Table 4.4: Preliminary Viewpoint Information
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Viewpoint | Location Distance from Array Area (km)
Number

VP 01 Stywick Bay, Sanday 35.8
VP 02 North Ronaldsay Ferry Link 30.4
VP 03 Housebay, Stronsay 21.6
VP 04 Lyde Road, Mainland 45.4
VP 05 Balfour Castle, Shapinsay 34.6
VP 06 Scorradale Road, Mainland 47.9
VP 07 The Brough of Deerness 21.2
VP 08 Point of Ayre; Deerness 21.9
VP 09 Lyness, Hoy 49.3
VP 10 Grimness, South Ronaldsay 29.5
VP 11 Windwick Bay, South Ronaldsay 32.5
VP 12 Ferry Link 9.4
VP 13 Duncansby Head Lighthouse 41.0
VP 14 Ness Head Car Park 53.2
VP 15 Orkney - Shetland Ferry Route 17.2
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5 Summary

5.1.1 This technical baseline report identifies the Seascape Character,
Landscape Character, landscape designations and principle visual
receptors within the SLVIA Study Area that have the potential to be
affected by the Proposed Development.

5.1.2 The SLVIA Study Area and accompanying ZTV mapping is based on the
MDS for the Proposed Development.

5.1.3 NSC areas and national LCTs which have the potential to be affected by
the Proposed Development have been identified and described in
Section 4.2 and Section 4.4.

5.1.4 Designated landscapes which have the potential to be affected by the
Proposed Development have been identified in Section 4.5. Section 4.2
has identified that there are no Designated Seascapes that will be
affected by the Proposed Development.

5.1.5 Extracts from published assessments for relevant Seascape Character
and LCTs have been provided in Annex A and Annex B.
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Annex A. Extracts From Published National Seascape Character Types

Table A1.1: Extracts from Published NSC Types (NatureScot) (SNH Commissioned Report 103, 2005)

Character Type

Key Information

Type 1: Remote High Cliff

S

Location

Atlantic coasts of Orkney

North Caithness

Physical
Characteristics

High cliffs, often over 200 m tall, with occasional small sandy or stony bays at their base, contained by
rocky headlands. Stacks, caves and collapsed cliffs are often features of this coastline. A strong contrast of
line and form arises through the sheer verticality of cliffs and the wide, horizontal expanse of the sea.

This type usually has a high moorland, or occasionally, mountainous, hinterland where semi-natural
heathland is the dominant landcover. Settlement is generally absent although occasional small villages can
be found tucked in bays and inlets or extensive crofting on tops within Highland areas. Light houses can be
prominent features on headlands. This type has a remote, wild character due to the absence of roads and
settlement. Where roads exist they are aligned parallel to the coast, for example, the North Sutherland
coast.

Access and views to the coast from the hinterland are restricted due to the cliffs. Wide elevated views are
directed along the coast and out to open sea, although views of other islands are possible from parts of
Orkney. Views of rigs or boats can be a focus within the maritime component of this type. The Northern
quality of light often gives intense clarity in views.

Experiential Qualities

Atlantic coasts of Orkney and Shetland, and other coastal parts of Shetland have a particularly exposed
character and are physically remote from settlement. The coast is difficult to access and the water’s edge
is often blocked by impassable steep cliffs. These are exhilarating and awe-inspiring coastlines due to the
great height of cliffs giving elevated and distant views, and being particularly dramatic in high winds and
turbulent seas. The noise of nesting sea birds on the cliffs and sound of waves add to the attraction and
excitement of this seascape type.
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Character Type Key Information

Type 2: Mainland rocky coastline with open sea views

Location . . .
e Extensive stretches of the north-east (Caithness, Angus and Aberdeenshire) coast

e East Sutherland

Physical

Characteristics e Long straight stretches of coastline with cliffs rising to some 30 m height and often with a raised beach

edge. There are few significant headlands although geological differences create variety where softer
sandstone forms an indented coast with bays and inlets, arches and caves; harder volcanic rocks produce
a more resistant coastline of promontories, low cliffs and rocky shoreline. Notable gloups on the north-
east coast. Productive arable farming occurs up to the cliff edge and tree cover is minimal. Compact
fishing villages are located at the base of cliffs in small bays, while castles and cliff-top forts perch on
dramatic headland locations, for example Dunottar, near Stonehaven. These are highlighted against the
simple sea backdrop. These settlements and built features all appear to be spaced at even intervals and
thus provide a visual rhythm of foci along the coast. Views over the North Sea are generally expansive and
open, although parts of the Caithness coast have views of Hoy over the Pentland Firth. Shipping is a
common feature in gazing out to sea.

Experiential Qualities
P Q e Exposed coastline with open views. Strong historical associations of castles and cliff-top forts and cultural

interest of fishing villages. These coastlines are of geological and ecological interest, and support colonies
of seabirds. While there are exposed and open seascapes to one side, to the other the coast gives way to
an agricultural hinterland, the presence of settlements and nearby roads. These features along with views
of shipping and occasional industry, limit the sense of wildness likely to be experienced.

Type 3: Mainland deposition coastline with open views

Location
e Parts of the East Caithness and Sutherland Coasts

Physical

Characteristics e Low lying coastal sections comprising long, sweeping curved sandy beaches. These are often backed by dunes

and form a soft linear edge to the sea. This type is distinguished by a simple horizontal visual composition
of sky, sea and land. Grassland and gorse occurs behind dunes and in turn, this is backed by flat, mixed or
arable farmland. Some areas of dunes (e.g. Barry Links) are reserved for military live firing. Golf courses occur
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Character Type

Key Information

within this type and settlements are located within farmland. Larger settlements such as Carnoustie, are
popular holiday and golf resorts. St Fergus Gas terminal is a distinct, visually prominent feature in
Aberdeenshire.

Uninterrupted views are long and expansive along beaches with low level, and sea level views over the North
Sea. Shipping traffic is a common feature.

Experiential Qualities

This type is located within a relatively well-populated area and beaches are an important recreational
resource. The straightness of the coast and open views of the sea give a degree of exposure. The northern
coastal light can often accentuate particular textures, shapes and colours. This type has a dynamic
character — physically, visually and experientially — noticeable in the migration of sand, the constantly
changing character of the sea and passing weather systems.

Type 12: Deposition coasts of islands

Location

Low lying coasts of Orkney

Physical
Characteristics

Long sandy beaches backed by dunes and low lying machair, or by pastures. Crofting or farms are set back
from coast. An open, low lying, largely treeless and windswept landscape with views of the Atlantic Ocean
or North Sea, although dunes can often screen views of open sea and coast inland. Sparsely settled, low-

key land management and lack of coastal development.

Experiential Qualities

Often wild, remote ‘edge of ocean’ feel. Big breakers and low lying exposure of island landscapes, with few
sights of land in large scale sea views. Combination of mountains with coast provides particularly high
scenic quality and drama.
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Annex B. Extracts From Published National Landscape Character

Assessment
Table B1.1: Extracts from Published National Landscape Character Assessments (NatureScot) (republished in 2019)
Character Type Key Characteristics
The Highland Council
LCT 134: Sweeping e Gently sloping or undulating landform which lies generally below 350 m.
Moorland and Flows - e Occasional isolated hills of limited height form local landmark features.
Caithness and e Lochs and mature, meandering rivers.
Sutherland
e Very distinct flora, dominated by sphagnum mosses, produced by the wetness and infertility of the flows.
e Areas of peat cuttings and hagging.
e Pockets of improved grazing, mainly within the outer fringes of sweeping moorland.
e Coniferous forest forming a dominant characteristic within some parts of this Landscape Character Type.
e Ribbons of broadleaf woodland occasionally run along the water courses and loch edges.
e \Very sparsely settled with dispersed crofts, farms and estate buildings largely found on the outer edges of
this landscape or near a strath.
e Vehicular tracks within parts of the landscape.
e Wind farms, transmission lines, the A9 and a network of minor roads are key features within the more
modified outer fringes within Caithness.
e Long, low and largely uninterrupted skylines offering extensive views across this landscape and result in a
feeling of huge space.
e Consistent views to the distant Lone Mountains and Rugged Mountain Massif — Caithness & Sutherland.
e Great sense of exposure on areas of flat peatland on upland plateau.
e A strong sense of remoteness is associated within the largely uninhabited, inaccessible core flows and
moorlands of this landscape.
LCT 140: Sandy e Near continuous stretch of sandy beach between the Dornoch Firth and Brora.
Beaches and Dunes e Low shingle ridges backing many of these sandy beaches and forming the base for dune systems.
e Large sand banks, splayed sandy beach and spit occurring at the mouth of the Dornoch Firth, backed by
low dunes and expansive grassy links.
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Character Type Key Characteristics

e Wide plain covered with gorse, heather and rough grazing land at Cuthill Links in the Dornoch Firth.

e Shingle bars at the mouth of Loch Fleet.

e Undulating machair abutting dunes and dune slacks along parts of the east Sutherland coast, with golf
courses occupying some of these areas.

e Post-glacial raised shorelines backed by relict cliffs to the north of Brora with the sandy beach being
narrow in this area.

e Long gently curved sandy arcs of Sinclair’s Bay and Dunnet Bay in Caithness.

e Striking complex landscape pattern at Torrisdale Bay.

e The long sandy beach at Balnakeil, with extensive dune system and machair.

e Remoteness of Sandwood Bay in west Sutherland.

e Focus for recreation with camp sites, caravan parks and car parks located close to more accessible areas
of coast with golf courses present where links and machair areas are more extensive.

e Many small crofting communities located on the fringes of beaches, particularly in north and west
Sutherland.

e Castles with historic GDL, as well as prehistoric brochs and cists, cairns, and hut circles.

e Strong sense of space, light and exposure, and extensive visibility on the larger and more open stretches
of sandy beach.

e Contained smaller beaches on the north coast with views focused along the beach to rocky headlands
and out to sea to near shore islands.

e Strong contrast of the white/pale pink sands of the beaches in the north-west with surrounding darker
cliffs and moorland.

e Wildness character to of all these seascapes, more intensely experienced on the more remote beaches
along the north and west coasts of Sutherland.

LCT 141: High Cliffs and e Duncansby Head, with high, fissured and blocky cliffs, jagged asymmetric rock stacks, arches and geos.

Sheltered Bays e Dunnet Head, with towering cliffs edged by low rocky reefs.

e Occasional inlets and coves, often with very deep and sheltered waters, and sometimes containing tiny
harbours tucked between cliffs and not readily visible from the main coast road and settlement.

e Harbours on the east Caithness coast which have a strong association with settlements which are
perched above the cliff.
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Character Type Key Characteristics

e Moorland largely abutting this Landscape Character Type which is particularly open and sweeping to the
east and north within Caithness.

e The most prominent and exposed headlands marked by lighthouses.

e Exhilarating experience of being precariously perched upon a high edge on the cliff tops, offering open
elevated views and a perception of huge space.

e Views of turbulent currents at the juncture of the Pentland Firth and North Sea, heightening the sense of
wildness experienced from the headland.

e The absence of development along the remote stretches of coast and a strong sense of naturalness
creating a wild landscape character.

LCT 143: Farmed e A generally open, low lying plain, gently undulating to form shallow broad valleys, which are often filled

Lowland Plain with lochs and mosses, and subtle low ridges.

e Occasional smooth hills rise above the more low lying plain forming local landmarks.

e The broad and shallow valley of the River Wick forming the largest of a series of valleys generally aligned
south-east/north-west across the plain.

e Agriculture the predominant land cover.

e More intensively managed farmland near the coast around Thurso and Wick, and close to Loch Watten.

e Distinctive Caithness flagstone fences in some parts, creating low, sharp edges to fields.

e Sparse woodland, mainly comprising small angular coniferous plantations planted for shelter on farms.

e Larger conifer woodlands located at the transition with the Sweeping Moorland and Flows standing out
where they are planted on poorer wetter ground on low ridges.

e Farm buildings and houses forming focal points within the landscape.

e Occasional loose clusters of croft houses located on more marginal upper slopes and near the coast.

e A number of historic environment features, including conspicuous castles, Baronial mansions and tall
‘Lairds’ houses, usually with broadleaf shelter woods planted around them.

e Roads reinforce the settlement pattern, often following the field and property boundaries, running straight
and then swinging around sharp corners.

e A number of large settlements, including the towns of Thurso and Wick, situated on the coast, as well as
several smaller settlements.
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Character Type

Key Characteristics

e Many historic features, including brochs and cairns, dotted across farmland and situated on hills within,
or adjacent to, this area.

e Small groups of large Wind Turbines sited on some of the low ridges and hills and prominent visibility of
larger wind farms in adjacent LCTs.

e Extensive views due to the openness of the landscape, and the clarity of northern air and light.

e Dramatic views from the northern part of this landscape to Dunnet Head and the distant Orkney, and
views from the A9 on the western edge of this landscape of the Lone Mountains of Movern and Scaraben
seen across the low lying Sweeping Moorland and Flows.

LCT 144: Coastal Crofts
and Small Farms

e Narrow, settled and farmed coastal fringe with subtle variations in topography, from long stretches of
strongly contained coastal shelves and raised beaches, to smaller pockets at river mouths and squeezed
between dunes and areas of Cnocan - Caithness & Sutherland.

e Pastures and occasional arable fields, most often divided by post and wire fences, with the division of
fields marked by crop colour and texture rather than boundaries.

e Low stone walls enclosing fields on the shelf above the High Cliffs and Sheltered Bays between Dunbeath
and Wick.

e Little woodland within the more exposed east and north Caithness coasts.

e Small woodlands and clumps of trees present at the outlet of more sheltered straths or along the eastern
shores of Kyle of Tongue and Loch Eriboll.

e Settlement most concentrated where this Landscape Character Type broadens at the mouths of major
rivers along the east coast, where larger farms and crofts are concentrated.

e Small, hunkered-down croft houses and outbuildings loosely clustered or sometimes aligned in a linear
fashion on the top of terraces or ridges above the coast or a river floodplain.

e More dispersed settlement pattern on the east coast to the north of Brora.

e Newer housing most evident to the south of Brora with larger modern houses often infilling spaces
between older croft houses and contrasting with the size and form of these original buildings.

e A number of settlements, often located at bridging points and at the junction with the straths, many with
harbours particularly on the east coast of Sutherland and Caithness.

e Major communications routes on the east coast including the A9, the railway and transmission line
aligned along the edge of this landscape.
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Character Type Key Characteristics

e A number of historic sites including churches, castles, mills and cemeteries.

e Highly visible landscape, seen from major roads and, on the east Sutherland coast, the railway.

e Complex visual composition of views tending to focus on the detail of houses, field patterns and crops,
yet with the wider context of backdrop hills and sea adding diversity.

Orkney Islands Council Area

LCT 295: Holmes e Small, low lying, often oval-shaped islands.

e Smooth domed or flat topography, occasionally with ridge lines of underlying strata.

e Coastline is edged with occasional low cliffs, wave cut platforms of sandstone and flagstone strata, and
ridges in sandy or shingle beaches.

e Low lying vegetation, frequently grazed by sheep, of short-grazed and rough grassland with occasional
heather cover.

e Lack of habitation and roads on most islands.

e Abundant archaeological sites, visible in the short ground cover, including prized examples of prehistoric
landscapes.

e Occasional ruined crofts, fishing stations, beacons and wartime defence structures.

e Islands are frequently the focus of views from inhabited islands, seen as flat or domed silhouettes in the
sea, usually free from modern structures.

e Sense of remoteness, wild character and history from a combination of the remote and exposed location,
the lack of easy access, habitation and man-made structures, and the abundant archaeology.

e Sights and sounds from wildlife, including seals and a variety of moorland and sea birds enhance the
landscape experience.

LCT 296: Whaleback e Islands with a low, domed profile with gentle convex slopes.
Islands e Patchwork of smooth landcover of improved pastures mixed with arable, rough grass, heather and bog.
e Fields in geometric patterns and occasionally in walled enclosures with orientation towards the sea.

e Scattered settlement of crofts and farms mainly on higher land away from the coast.

e Minor roads relate to field patterns and rarely follow the coast.

e Abandoned crofts and small farms on more remote islands.
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Character Type

Key Characteristics

e Islands are focal points in views from other islands, highlighted by regular field patterns, upstanding
historic buildings, ruins and archaeological sites.

e The sharp contrast between smooth, regular field enclosures and the rugged coastal edge.

e A sense of isolation and solitude on all but the larger islands.

e Sights and sounds of wildlife and play of light on the sea.

LCT 297: Ridgeline
Islands

e Low lying, weakly defined single ridgelines and gentle slopes occurring along the length of elongated,
narrow parts of islands.

e Gentle and consistent slopes down to the coast.

e Complex low coastline with alternate headlands, bays and inlets.

e Mainly improved pastures, with occasional patches of heathland, machair, small lochs and wetlands.

e Regularly spaced farms and crofts on higher ground and away from the coast.

e Roads in straight sections, the central road following the ridgeline with perpendicular side roads and
tracks running towards to the coast.

e Rectilinear pattern of fields and minor roads, some fields enclosed by stone walls.

e Rich archaeology along the coastline and several prominent historic features inland.

e Open and exposed with uninterrupted views to the sea.

e Sharp contrast between smooth, regular field enclosures and the rugged coastal edge.

LCT 298: Low Island
Pastures

e Very low lying, very gentle sloping or undulating, with flat coastal areas often formed over blown sand.

e Coastline of beaches, low headlands and wave cut platforms.

e Mainly cultivated grasslands and pastures, with machair and links grasslands.

e Agricultural land use on large regular fields mainly dating from 18th -19th Century improvements, some
edged with stone or flag walls.

e Scattered farms and crofts regularly spaced along straight or angular minor roads and tracks, rarely
running along the coast.

e Widespread crofting landscape on North Ronaldsay with many traditional features.

e Abundant archaeology providing evidence of human settlement for 6,000 years, most evident along the
coast and backshore.

e Local features appear prominent in the low, open landscape, including farm mounds, Treb-dykes,
settlements, farmsteads, lighthouses and sand dunes.
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Character Type Key Characteristics

e Open and extensive views with dominant skies and a sense of exposure and vulnerability to the weather
and sea.

e Wide, bright shell sand beaches and coastal rock strata contrasting with smooth, close-grazed grasslands
and machair.

LCT 299: Undulating e Undulating topography of ridges, depressions and very low hills, rising to 90 m above sea level.

Island Pasture e Variable topography lacking strong features, with a mainly open character, and some areas of enclosure in
depressions.

e Agricultural land use of mainly improved pasture for sheep and cattle.

e Large, geometric field pattern, bounded by fences and occasionally with stone walls, which appears
distorted by random landform undulations.

e Strong drystone wall pattern around large farms or houses.

e Randomly spaced farmsteads and occasional nucleated settlements, served by minor roads and tracks in
straight sections rarely following the coastline.

e Rich archaeological resource, often most evident along the coast.

e Occasional cluster of farm buildings on the skyline.

e A few prominent groups of windblown shrubs and trees, often linked to buildings, mainly on East Orkney
Mainland.

e Strong visual relationship with the sea from highest areas, views of adjoining flat landscapes and other
islands.

e A sense of remoteness on outer islands.

LCT 300: Coastal Plain e Simple landform of almost level ground slightly inclined down to an enclosed bay.

— Orkney e Large, smooth geometric fields under agriculture, distinct from the rough grassland around the airport.

e Few buildings spaced far apart.

e Simple, open landscape, highly inter-visible with the surrounding hinterland and land across Inganess Bay.
e Strong visual relationship with the sea.

e Remnants of wartime air defences and airstrips.

LCT 301: Coastal Basin e Wide, basin-shaped landform open to the sea, with smooth relief falling from surrounding hills and cliffs
to a concave, curved coastline.
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Character Type Key Characteristics

e Wetland and small lochs on lower ground and along watercourses and 'ouse' waterbodies behind the
coastline, with associated semi-natural vegetation.

e Productive agriculture with improved grazing, cultivated grass and arable crops in rectilinear, stone-walled
fields.

e Woodlands and tree groups are very small scale, scarce but prominent features, associated with buildings.

e Many estate farms, resettled crofts and a few small settlements.

e Kirkwall is Orkney’s main settlement, its townscape around the harbour and historic St Magnus’ Cathedral
forming a dominant feature in Eastern Mainland and in views from nearby bays.

e Mature trees within the urban area of Kirkwall.

e Minor and major roads which follow mid-level ground and provide good access to lower ground and
beaches.

e Rich in archaeology and built heritage including mills, estate farms and Word War Il defence sites.

e Views subtly focused by the landform onto the coastline, and skylines form the visual containment when
viewed from low level.

LCT 302: Inclined e Gentle slopes falling to the coast which include unenclosed bay coastlines.

Coastal Pasture e A mix of improved and rough pastures with a variety of semi-natural habitats including small amounts of
tree and shrub cover.

e Rectilinear field patterns often with strong orientation to coastline.

e Mixture of small scale clusters of resettled crofts and less developed geometric landscape of estate
farms. Occasional large houses and farms with tree frameworks.

e Roads running parallel to coast, usually inland, giving access to the coastal fringe and higher pastures.

e Rich coastal archaeology, particularly evident at the coast.

e Restricted views inland dominated by an open, sometimes hilly skyline.

e Extensive views out to sea over fields which appear to merge with the sea.

LCT 303: Rocky Coastal e Relatively steeply sloping pastures with a strong coastal relationship.

Pasture e Hummocks and granite/schist outcrops contrasting with surrounding smooth topography.
e Mainly rural land use under improved or semi-improved grassland.

e Occasional wetlands, moorland and trees add variety.

e Mature trees punctuating the townscape of Stromness.
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Character Type Key Characteristics

e Scattered farms and crofting patterns, and granite stone walls in rural areas.

e Historic layout of stone buildings and lanes in Stromness in a rural setting.

e Sheltered, relatively intimate character.

e The experience of harbour bustle and the sea in Stromness and the contrast with surrounding rural

landscapes.
LCT 304: Isolated e Low coastal hills with a simple profile, gentle slopes and broad summits which are distinct features in
Coastal Knolls surrounding low lying areas.

e Pasture and rough grassland in geometric fields, and unenclosed rough grass and heather.

e Stone walls which often emphasise the topographic variation.

e Minor roads and farmsteads on low ground.

e Archaeological ritual and burial sites.

e Open, elevated position with few structures and uninterrupted views along the coast and across to
Rousay.

LCT 305: Enclosed Bays e Low lying, shallow coastal basins around sand and shingle bays, enclosed by low headlands and slightly
rising back-land.

e Mainly pastures with some variation provided by wetlands, watercourses, riparian scrub and infrequent
small woodlands.

e Estate farms and small farms on lower land, crofts mainly on the margins.

e Abundant upstanding archaeological evidence ranging from Neolithic period to 20th Century.

e Popular, accessible beaches and important historic sites.

e Simple sea-land relationship and views framed by curved coast and headland.

e Sense of isolation and remoteness out of busiest visitor season.

LCT 306: Coastal Hills e Low, undulating hills with relatively strong relief aligned along west-facing coasts.

and Heath e Higher land surrounds and encloses adjacent bays and coastal basins.

e Cliff coastlines of exposed rock strata and features of coastal erosion and storms.

e Subtle topographic features - terraces and low crags - visible on hillsides.

e Sloping, smooth moorland abruptly ends at the coast and contrasts with the irregular vertical edge.
e Unenclosed heathland contrasting with grazed grasslands giving a range of hues and textures.
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Character Type Key Characteristics

e Large scale field enclosures, occasionally walled.

e Scattered farms, crofts and minor roads confined to lower areas and some ruined/abandoned farmsteads
in high or remote areas.

e Rich in visible archaeology of occupation since prehistoric times.

e Topographic details, hilltop cairns and old hill dykes highlighted in low sunlight.

e Expansive views of the coastline, other islands and the sea.

e Inaccessible coastal areas with a sense of remoteness and wildness.

LCT 307: Cliffs — e Natural, irregular coastline of high and low cliffs of layered rock strata with many eroded coastal features
Orkney and occasional waterfalls.

e Abrupt vertical edge to rough grass, heath and montane vegetation.

e Maritime grassland and maritime heath habitats.

e Soil-stripped cliff tops and browned vegetation from sea action and spray in exposed areas.

e Mainly uninhabited areas often backed by uninhabited hills and moorland.

e Rich in history and archaeological evidence of a human occupation, ritual use and conflict.

e The sound and sight of sea bird colonies and sea action on cliffs.

e Spectacular and dramatic coastal scenery and views, iconic of Orkney.

e A sense of remoteness and wildness.

LCT 308: Coast with e Curved, generally flat coastlines with natural sand deposition landforms and features (dunes, sand bays,
Sand - Orkney ouses, ayres, tombolos).

e Sand dunes are prominent landforms.

e Extensive areas of machair habitat with colourful floristic diversity.

e Low intensity unenclosed grazed grasslands, marram grass, rough grassland and salt marsh habitats.
e Popular beaches with low-key visitor facilities.

e Few roads or buildings in many areas.

e Rich archaeology dating from prehistoric times.

e A range of textures and bright colours with seasonal variety, including often vibrant turquoise seas.

e Views framed by curved beaches and headlands.

e Mainly highly natural landscapes, enhanced by characteristic bird calls.
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Character Type

Key Characteristics

A strong sense of remoteness on some beaches.

LCT 309: Peatland
Basin

Low lying, weakly defined basins associated with coast or inland water.

Extensive low altitude peatland, large areas of which are not drained or peat cut.

Mainly unenclosed peatland and wet vegetation, often ungrazed.

Mainly uninhabited except for a few farms, with few roads and tracks and free of other structures.

A few known sites of archaeological interest.

Variation in colour, texture and pattern of landcover, including floral diversity and some trees and scrub,
contrasting with surrounding enclosed pastures.

Flat and open with views rarely focusing on the sea.

LCT 310: Loch Basin -
Orkney

Low lying, large scale, shallow basins forming freshwater or brackish lochs.

Flooded appearance of the landscape which often seems dominated by the loch.

Natural loch edge where wetlands, mudflats, mires, marshes, scrub and areas of low peatland add
diversity.

Radial pattern of field enclosures around lochs.

Natural loch shape and habitats contrast with surrounding geometric fields.

Distinctive walled fields in some areas.

Settled landscape with nucleated settlements, large farmsteads and crofts.

Relatively extensive road network usually set back from the loch edge.

Rich archaeology including significant prehistoric ritual landscapes, monuments, crannogs and later water
mills.

Open landscapes, some with long views from one basin to another, and some out to sea.

Wide expansive views drawn to water bodies and along skylines.

Few large modern man-made structures.

Light reflections on lochs emphasise their prominence.

LCT 311: Low Moorland

Low undulating hill or slightly domed moorland usually adjoining lower pastures.
Unenclosed heather moorland, and maritime heath at the coast.

Floral diversity and sea birds.

Uninhabited and mainly lacking roads and tracks.
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Character Type Key Characteristics

e Occasional prominent historical structures in the open landscape.
e Mainly dark brown vegetation with seasonal variation in colours.

e Contrast with adjoining green enclosed pastures.

e Sense of remoteness and wildness in many areas.

LCT 312: Plateau Heath e Locally high ground, 50 to 110 m above sea level, often forming a fairly flat or gently rolling, fairly extensive
and Pasture plateau.

e Mixture of pastures and heathland in geometric patchwork.

e A few areas of natural landforms, habitat and trees add diversity.

e Large scale field pattern with occasional unenclosed areas.

e Widely scattered farmsteads and few other built structures.

e Field and road patterns create an overall random pattern.

e Elevated topography denies views to the coast except from the plateau margins.

e Generally open and exposed character despite relatively low altitude.

e Buildings and structures stand out on the skyline.

LCT 313: Rolling Hill ¢ Rolling slopes forming a transition between low lying and upland landscapes.

Fringe e Wide expanses of elevated farmed and settled landscapes.

e Improved pasture on lower slopes, enclosed in fenced and sometimes walled fields.

e Rougher grassland on upper slopes gives way to unenclosed moorland hills.

e Widespread road network in lower areas becoming less dense in upper slopes.

e Scattered farmed and small holdings often with small groups of trees and shrubs, all mainly on lower
elevations and mid-slopes.

e Prehistoric archaeological interest and evidence of abandoned farms.

e Transition in colours and textures between lowland and uplands, highlighting the muted and dark colours
of moorland areas.

LCT 314: Moorland Hills e Undulating hill land with many meandering burns.

— Orkney e Widespread heather moorland, with rough grass land and peat bog, mostly unenclosed.
e Active and redundant peat cutting sites.

e Few and isolated farmsteads and tracks.
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e Occasional hill dykes and signs of sub-peat and later farmsteads and field systems.

e Bronze Age barrows on skyline recognisable by the unnatural topographic variations.

e Contrast between dark, muted colours of moorland and adjoining green, ordered lowland fields.
e Distinctive landforms recognisable from other islands.

e Open landscape lacking fences and with few structures.

e Elevated vantage points giving views to other islands.

e A sense of wild character in remoter parts of Hoy.

LCT 315: U-Shaped
Valley

e Deep, glaciated u-shaped valleys with many glacial features and central burns.

e Widespread unenclosed wet heath vegetation with flush lines under terraced slopes and patches of scree.
e No settlement and one minor road aligned with the curve of the valley.

e A few historic and archaeological sites.

e Varying views channelled and framed by the valley.

LCT 316: Rugged Hills

e Steep-sided hills with quite rounded summits, craggy cliff faces, steep slopes with scree sweeping down
to adjacent u-shaped valleys.

e Lobed slopes divided by small burns.

e Features of glacial erosion and frost action including exposed rock slabs and wind stripes.

e Unenclosed moorland and montane vegetation.

¢ No settlements or roads.

e Simple curving landform with no man-made structures.

e Elevated vantage point for views across Orkney and the sea.

e The hills and adjoining cliffs and glaciated valleys are landmark features.

e Wild character due to natural and rugged landforms, lack of signs of human use, and exhilarating
experience.
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Figure C1.1: Landscape Designations
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