TwpP

THISTLE WIND
PARTNERS

Ayre Offshore Wind Farm
Offshore EIA Report

Volume 3, Technical Appendix 51:
Consultation Logs

TWP-AYR-RPS-CON-RPT-00003 | November 2025




Ayre Offshore Wind Farm, Offshore EIA Report TWFJ&E
Volume 3, Technical Appendix 51: Consultation Logs PARTNERS

Contents
1 (0201 T 1L e Yt 1o o T 1o Y - N 1

List of Tables

Table 1:1: CONSULLAtioN LOZ OULPULS ccuiiiiiciictictectcie sttt st et et et e sessseesseesseesseesssessaesssesseesseenseens 1

TWP-AYR-RPS-CON-RPT-00003 Page i



Ayre Offshore Wind Farm, Offshore EIA Report TF\II\;;SJéE
Volume 3, Technical Appendix 51: Consultation Logs PARTNERS

Glossary

Defined Term

Definition

Applicant (the)

Ayre Offshore Wind Farm Limited (AOWFL).

Benthic

Living on or in the seabed.

Commercial Fishing

Any form of fishing activity legally undertaken where the catch
is sold for taxable profit.

Cumulative effects

The effects of the Proposed Development assessed together
with effects from the Onshore Infrastructure forming the
Project as well as one or more different projects on the same
receptor/resource.

Digital Aerial Surveys
(DAS)

A method for undertaking baseline ornithological and marine
mammal data collection surveys. Usually undertaken over a
period of 24 months.

Displacement

An impact that occurs when a bird is forced away from an
area of habitual usage. This can be temporary (i.e. a ship
moving) or permanent (i.e. the placement of Offshore
Infrastructure).

Embedded Mitigation

Measures that are adopted as part of the Proposed
Development and therefore assessed within the EIA. The
proposed approach for the EIA for the Proposed Development
is that Embedded Mitigation includes both primary mitigation
and tertiary mitigation. These are defined by the ISEP as
follows:

Primary: Modifications to the location or design of the
development made during the pre-application phase that are
an inherent part of the project, and do not require additional
action to be taken.

Tertiary: Actions that would occur with or without input from
the EIA feeding into the design process. These include actions
that will be undertaken to meet other existing legislative
requirements, or actions that are considered to be standard
practices used to manage commonly occurring environmental
effects.

Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA)

Assessment of the potential likely significant effects of the
Proposed Development on the physical, biological, and human
environment during construction, Operation and Maintenance
(O&M) and decommissioning.

Export Cable Corridor

The area seaward of Mean High Water Springs (MHWS), which
connects the Array Area with the Landfall area within which
the Offshore Export Cables will be installed.

Habitats Regulations
Appraisal (HRA)

An assessment carried out under the Habitats Regulations to
determine if a plan or project could adversely affect the
integrity of a European site.

Impact

A change caused by an action that occurs during a project’s
lifetime.

Inter-Array Cables (IAC)

Cables which link the Wind Turbines to each other and with
the Offshore Substation Platforms (OSPs).
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Defined Term

Definition

Landfall

The area in which the Offshore Export Cables make landfall
and is also the transitional area between the Offshore
Transmission Assets and the Onshore Transmission Assets.
Located in the intertidal area (see definition above) at
Sinclair’s Bay.

Likely Significant Effect
(LSE)

An effect that has the potential to occur as a result of the
Proposed Development as determined by the AA.

Marine Directorate (MD)

The Marine Directorate of the Scottish Government, formerly
known as Marine Scotland. The planning and licensing
authority for Scotland’s seas and custodian of Scotland’s
National Marine Plan (NMP). The Marine Directorate -
Licensing and Operations Team (MD-LOT) are specifically
responsible for managing Section 36 Consent and Marine
Licence Applications seaward of MHWS.

Marine Directorate —
Science, Evidence, Data
and Digital (MD-SEDD)

The scientific division of the MD, which provides expert
scientific, economic and technical advice and services on
issues relating to marine fisheries, aquaculture, marine
renewable energy, and the aquatic environment and its flora
and fauna.

Marine Licence

A Marine Licence permits the undertaking of different
activities in the marine environment, including construction,
the deposition or removal of substances or objects, and
dredging. The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 requires Marine
Licences to be obtained for licensable activities taking place
within Scottish Territorial Waters (MHWS to 12 nm). The
Marine and Coastal Access Act (MCAA) 2009 requires a Marine
Licence to be obtained for licensable marine activities within
the Scottish offshore region (12 nm - 200 nm).

Mitigation

Measures to avoid, prevent, reduce or control effects on the
environment. See also definitions for Embedded Mitigation
and Additional Mitigation.

Offshore Environmental
Impact Assessment
(EIA) Report (hereafter,
‘Offshore EIA Report’)

Document prepared to report the findings of the EIA for the
Proposed Development and produced in accordance with the
EIA Regulations. Submitted to support the Offshore
Application for the Proposed Development.

Offshore Export Cable

Subsea cables used to transmit electricity generated offshore
by the Wind Turbines from the OSPs to shore. The Transition
Joint Bay (TJB) is the location where the Offshore Export
Cable terminates, and the onshore cabling begins.

Offshore Infrastructure

All of the Offshore Infrastructure associated with the
Proposed Development that is located seaward of MHWS,
comprising the Offshore Generation Assets and the Offshore
Transmission Assets.

Offshore Scoping Report

The Report that presents the findings of the EIA scoping
process undertaken for the Proposed Development with the
purpose of obtaining a Scoping Opinion. The Report defines
what is intended to be assessed and reported as part of the
EIA.
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Defined Term

Definition

Pathway

Describes the means or route by which a receptor (such as
the seabed) can be affected by an identified impact source
(such as Wind Turbine foundations).

Physical processes

The collective term for the following: hydrodynamics (water
levels and currents); winds and waves; stratification and
frontal systems; geology and seabed sediments (including
sediment transport); seabed geomorphology; and coastal
geomorphology.

Pre-Application
Consultation (PAC)

Pre-application Consultation with communities and
stakeholders with regard to the consent applications for the
Project. Pre-application Consultation can be carried out either
voluntarily (non-statutory) or required by legislation
(statutory).

Pre-application
Consultation (PAC)
Regulations

Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland)
Regulations 2013.

Project (the)

An overarching term for the Ayre Offshore Wind Farm
comprising the offshore and onshore infrastructure required
to generate and transmit electricity from the Array Area to the
onshore Grid Connection Point. The Project includes the
Offshore Generation Assets, the Offshore Transmission Assets
and the Onshore Infrastructure.

Proposed Development

Term used to define the Offshore Infrastructure associated
with the Project seaward of MHWS for which consent is being
sought. Further details of the parameters are included in
Volume 1, Chapter 3: Project Description.

Scoping Opinion

A document produced by MD-LOT which is issued in response
to submission and review of the scoping report. The scoping
opinion is supported with feedback and advice from
consultees, which details what is expected to be included in
the Offshore EIA Report and what can be scoped out of the
EIA process.

ScotWind Leasing
Round

A seabed leasing round run by CES to grant property rights for
the seabed in Scottish waters for new commercial scale
offshore wind project development. ScotWind Leasing must
be sited within POA of the SMP.

Special Protection Areas
(SPAs)

SPAs are sites that are designated to protect rare or
vulnerable birds (as listed on Annex | of the Directive
2009/147/EC on the conservation of wild birds), as well as
regularly occurring migratory species.

Subtidal

Areas of the coastal marine environment that lie below the
level of MLWS and are continuously submerged by seawater.

United Kingdom
Hydrographic Office
(UKHO) “Dead” record

In the UKHO dataset, previously identified material that has
since not been detected by repeated surveys, therefore
considered to no longer exist at the given location. It may be
that the material has become buried, dispersed or has
disintegrated over time.

Water Quality

The physical, chemical and biological characteristics of water.

Wind Turbines

Structures comprising of a tubular tower, rotor blades, and a
nacelle which houses the Wind Turbine generator.
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Acronyms
Acronym Definition
DSFB District Salmon Fishery Board
FMMCP Fisheries Mitigation, Monitoring and Communication Plan
FMS Fisheries Management Scotland
HES Historic Environment Scotland
HRA Habitats Regulations Appraisal
JNCC Joint Nature Conservation Committee
JRC Joint Radio Company
MCA Maritime & Coastguard Agency
MD-LOT Marine Directorate-Licensing Operations Team
MD-SEDD Marine Directorate — Science, Evidence, Data and Digital
MoD Ministry of Defence
NATS National Air Traffic Services
NLB Northern Lighthouse Board
OFA Orkney Fisheries Association
oiC Orkney Islands Council
PAC Pre-Application Consultation
RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
RYA Royal Yachting Association
SEPA Scottish Environment Protection Agency
SFF Scottish Fishermen’s Federation
SPFA Scottish Pelagic Fisherman’s Association
SWFPA Scottish White Fish Producers Association
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1 Consultation Log

Table 1.1: Consultation Log Outputs

Consultation Title Consultation Date

Consultee

Consultation
Type

Issue(s) Raised

Response to Issue

Pre-Scoping

Scotwind Introductory 11 March 2022

Meeting

Marine Directorate — Licensing
Operations Team (MD-LOT)
and NatureScot

Conference call

Introductory meeting.

N/A

Technical Surveys 21 March 2022

Discussion

Scottish Fishermen’s
Federation (SFF)

Scottish White Fish Producers
Association (SWFPA)

Orkney Fisheries Association
(OFA)

North Channel and
Approaches (NCA)

Northen Lighthouse Vessels
(NLV)

Conference call

Discussion to clarify the need for technical surveys
(geophysical, geotechnical, and metocean) for the EIA.

European Protected Species (EPS) licences applied
for when undertaking technical surveys.

March 2022 -
ongoing

Collaborative
Ornithology Meeting

North-East and Eastern
ScotWind Developer Groups

Conference call

Collaboration via the North-East and Eastern
Ornithology Group developing targeted surveys and
desk-based research to address the evidence gaps in
the Ornithology Roadmap.

Active collaboration between North-East

Ornithology Group and the Eastern Ornithology.

Group to financially contribute to and

support scope of works for regional Special Protection
Area (SPA).

Colony counts being undertaken by Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds (RSPB) in 2023, 2024 and 2025.

Ongoing meeting invite issued to all Developers
involved.

Ayre Quarterly Catch-Up
Meeting

20 July 2022

MD-LOT and NatureScot

Conference call

Introductory meeting.

Complete project information template and send to
case officers one week in advance of the next project
meeting.

Ayre Quarterly Catch-Up | 17 November 2022

Meeting

MD-LOT and NatureScot

Conference call

Applicant gave update, MD-LOT gave update and
NatureScot provided update.

Applicant to discuss survey buffers with NatureScot.

Ornithology Research
Meeting

09January 2023

Marine Directorate — Science,
Evidence, Data and Digital
(MD-SEDD)

Conference call

Discussion about the modelling and assessment
required for the Proposed Development.

Arrange follow up meeting.

Engagement ongoing

consultations, surveys and fisheries
agreements/clearances to minimise

Ornithology Research 20 January 2023 MD-SEDD Conference call | Follow up discussion about the modelling and Ornithological modelling technical reports can be
Meeting assessment required for the Proposed Development. found in Volume 3, Technical Appendices 11.3 — 11.7.
Applicant Project 14 February 2023 RSPB Conference call | Introducing the Project. N/A
Introductions
Applicant Project 22 February 2023 SFF Face to face - Introducing the Project. N/A
Introductions SWFPA Aberdeen
OFA
Monthly Stakeholder 24 February 2023 - Peterhead Developers Forum Conference call | General co-ordination of engagement regarding N/A
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Authorities and
Associations Regarding
Fisheries Interactions

Coast Regional
Inshore Fishing Group
(RIFG)

18 May 2023 -
MCA/NLB

22 May 2023 - MD-
LOT - Marine &
Fisheries

01 September 2023

- MCA/NLB

East Coast Regional Inshore
Fishing Group (RIFG)

MCA

Northern Lighthouse Board
(NLB)

MD-LOT

MD - Marine & Fisheries

campaigns.

Consultation Title Consultation Date Consultee Consultation Issue(s) Raised Response to Issue
Type
impacts/stakeholder fatigue in the Peterhead onshore
and offshore areas as well as adjacent waters.
Ayre Quarterly Catch-Up | 02 March 2023 MD-LOT Conference call | Applicant gave update, MD-LOT gave update and Applicant to send first breeding season DAS bird
Meeting NatureScot provided update. Questions asked results and the LiDAR survey results as soon as
regarding Digital Aerial Surveys (DAS) results. available.
EPS and Basking Shark 06 March 2023 MD-LOT Email Consultation regarding EPS licensing for geophysical EPS licence documentation submitted for the
Licensing surveys. geophysical surveys.
Ad-hoc meetings with 05 May 2023 - SFF Conference call | Various ad-hoc meetings to discuss fisheries N/A
Regulators, Licencing SFF/SWPA/East SWPA interactions impacting TWPs Geophysical survey

Shipping and Navigation
Approach

23 May 2023

MCA
NLB

Conference call

Discussion on the approach to the shipping and
navigation assessment. Specifically held discussions
about the dataset to be used and agreed, marine
traffic survey methodology and future stakeholder
engagement. As there will be no surface piercing
structures in the Export Cable Corridor it was
explained that there was no plan to survey the export
cable routes.

Not planning on undertaking survey of export cable
routes.

Ayre Quarterly Catch-Up
Meeting

13 June 2023

MD-LOT

Conference call

Applicant gave update, MD-LOT gave update and
NatureScot provided update.

Email follow up sent to NatureScot to clarify whether
Passive Acoustic Monitoring requirements are needed
to de-risk project EIA.

Collaboration Meetings —
Barriers to Deployment -
Coexistence (B2D-C)

ongoing

variety of stakeholders regarding the barriers currently
being experienced by OWF project regarding
deployment and coexistence with other marine and
onshore stakeholders, and the possible measures that
could be implemented to mitigate those impacts
through coordinated discussion and action.

Monthly Developer 10 August 2023 - Scottish Offshore Wind Energy | Conference call | Discussions involving Offshore Wind Developers and a | N/A
Collaboration meetings — | ongoing Council (SOWEC) + variety of stakeholders regarding the barriers currently
Barriers to Deployment — Stakeholders being experienced by OWF project regarding
Enabling (B2D-E) deployment primarily in relation to consent and policy
and priority risk areas for developers, with a view to
mitigate those risks through coordinated discussion
and action.
Monthly Developer 16 August 2023 - SOWEC + Stakeholders Conference call | Discussions involving Offshore Wind Developers and a | N/A

Ayre Quarterly Catch-Up
Meeting

12 September 2023

MD-LOT

Conference call

Applicant gave update, MD-LOT gave update and
NatureScot provided update.

Complete project information template and send to
case officers one week in advance of the next project
meeting.
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Consultation Title Consultation Date Consultee Consultation Issue(s) Raised Response to Issue
Type
Ayre Quarterly Catch-Up | 12 December 2023 MD-LOT Conference call | Applicant gave update, MD-LOT gave update and Applicant sent doodle poll with dates for the Scoping

for Benthic Surveys

Meeting NatureScot provided update. workshop in early 2024.
Benthic Subtidal Surveys | 15 December 2023 MD-LOT and NatureScot Documents Confirmation that the proposed Sample and Analysis Included in Volume 3, Technical Appendix 8.1: Benthic
- Sampling and Analysis issued Plan is a suitable approach for characterising the Ecology.
Plan baseline environment. Comments received on the 19
January 2024.
EPS Licensing Variation 13 February 2024 MD-LOT Email EPS licensing for benthic surveys is not required. N/A

Ayre Offshore Scoping 06 March 2024
Workshop
(Environmental
Receptors and Socio-

economic)

Ayre Offshore Scoping
Workshop (Physical
Processes)

Ayre Offshore Scoping
Workshop (Benthic
Ecology)

Ayre Offshore Scoping
Workshop (Fish and
Shellfish)

NatureScot, MD-SEDD, MD-
LOT, OIC, RSPB, UKCoS, SWPA,
SFF, OIC, SPFA, RYA, NEC-
RIFG, MCA, HES, Marine
Scotland, THC

Conference call

This Scoping Workshop was held to inform statutory

consultees and advisors of the progress of the

Offshore EIA Scoping Report, with regard to biological

e update on Ayre project and stakeholder
engagement plan;

e approach to undertaking proportionate EIA;

e agreeing baseline datasets to be used to inform
the Offshore EIA Scoping Report and Offshore EIA
Report;

e setting out preliminary scoping determinations and
agreeing scope of the Offshore EIA Scoping Report;

e identifying information requirements to support
scoping determinations; and

e agreeing Likely Significant Effects screening
criteria.

Responses outlined in the rows below and taken into
consideration within the relevant topic chapters as
detailed.

NatureScot, MD-SEDD, MD-
LOT, OIC

Conference call

e Recommendation for post-scoping consultation on
assessment and modelling software.

e Requesting risk of cable exposure (at the landfall)
due to coastal retreat or change should be
addressed in the assessment.

e Request of clear distinction between pathways
and receptors in assessment.

e Provide a technical note setting out a method
statement for the numerical modelling.

e Cable re-exposure was assessed as explicit
impact.

e Changes to pathways and impacts to receptors
reported on separately within Volume 2, Chapter
7: Physical Processes.

MD-SEDD, OIC, MD-LOT,
NatureScot

Conference call

e Request further consideration was made regarding
impacts found to be negligible in the Proposed
Development alone assessment not being taken
forward for consideration in the cumulative
effects assessment.

e Recommend that National Marine Plan interactive
(NMPi) should be considered as a data source.

e Advise that further consideration should be given
to potential impacts that are to be included within
the benthic cumulative assessment.

e Approach should be outlined in greater detail to
consider the highlighted points in Volume 2,
Chapter 8: Benthic Ecology.

e Data source was considered in Volume 2, Chapter
8: Benthic Ecology.

o Negligible impacts were considered within the
cumulative effects assessment (including EMF).

NatureScot, OIC, MD-LOT

Conference call

e Expect to see further consideration of basking
shark and potential impact pathways within the
Scoping Report.

e Further data sets to be included in relation to the
fish and shellfish baseline environment.

e Request fish aggregation around Wind Turbines
and other hard structures, and secondary
entanglement to be included as potential impacts.

e Advise that further consideration should be given
to potential impacts that are to be included within
the benthic cumulative assessment.

o A detailed account on basking shark within the
Fish and Shellfish Ecology Study area has been
provided in Volume 3, Technical Appendix 9.1: Fish
and Shellfish Ecology Technical Report.

e Data sets included as part of Volume 2, Chapter
9: Fish and Shellfish Ecology.

e Listed potential impacts (bullet 3) and cumulative
impacts (bullet 4) included as part of the
assessment in Volume 2, Chapter 9: Fish and
Shellfish Ecology.
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Consultation Title

Consultation Date

Consultee

Consultation
Type

Issue(s) Raised

Response to Issue

Ayre Offshore Scoping
Workshop (Ornithology)

Ayre Offshore Scoping
Workshop (Shipping and
Navigation)

Ayre Offshore Scoping
Workshop (Commercial
Fisheries)

Ayre Offshore Scoping
Workshop (SLVIA and
Cultural Heritage)

NatureScot, RSPB, MD-LOT,
olC

Conference call

Advised to include other baseline data sources within
the EIA and HRA processes, and to scope in some
impacts already included into other Proposed
Development phases.

NatureScot and RSPB informed that guidance and
studies regarding Collision Risk Modelling (CRM) was
published in August 2024 (UNCC et al., 2024).

Information provided on species-specific assessment
and baseline data, with clarifications provided by the
Applicant on EIA and HRA methodology. Consultees
suggested to provide more background and references
in the Offshore EIA Report.

Clarification and agreement on which guidance should
be used with NatureScot providing advice that
guidance needs to be followed, but alternative
approaches can be proposed and presented.

NatureScot provided suggestions on potential
mitigation measures to add.

NatureScot provided written advice on the
30/04/2024.

Advice is considered within Volume 2, Chapter 11:
Offshore Ornithology.

UKCoS, MD-LOT, SWPA, SFF,
OIC, SPFA, RYA

Conference call

e Queried whether cruise vessels, Orkney Marinas
and Pentland Royal Firth Yacht Club would also
form part of the consultation list.

e Queried use of 30nm in screening process for
cumulative projects

e All requested operators and parties were included
in consultation list as discussed in Volume 3,
Appendix 141: Shipping and Navigation
Navigational Risk Assessment.

e 30nm and 50nm screening process used for
cumulative assessment in Volume 2, Chapter 14:
Shipping and Navigation, and Volume 3, Appendix
141: Shipping and Navigation Navigational Risk
Assessment.

SFF, SPFA, NEC-RIFG, OIC,
MCA, MD-LOT,

Conference call

Recommendation that other Automatic Identification
System (AIS) and baseline fisheries data sources be
included in the assessment.

The Export Cable Corridor was noted as a key area of
interest due to temporary exclusions. Confirmation of
current data usage and assessment methodologies.
Suggested that Embedded Mitigation be further
discussed throughout the EIA process.

Advice is considered within Volume 2, Chapter 11:
Commercial Fisheries.

HES, OIC, Marine Scotland,
THC

Conference call

e Asked for VP7 to be moved north to Brough of
Deerness.

e Asked for VP9 to be moved to within the NSA.

e Asked that Orkney-Shetland ferry route be
considered.

e Hoy and West Mainland NSA to be considered in
assessment.

e Raise importance of demonstrating embedded
mitigation through design to limit visual impact.

e VP7 has been taken from Brough of Deerness in
both Volume 2, Chapter 20: Seascape, Landscape
and Visual Impact and Chapter 21: Cultural
Heritage.

e VP9 moved to NSA within both chapters.

e Orkney-Shetland ferry route considered - VP15
added to assessments for SLVIA and CH4 for
Cultural Heritage.

e Hoy and West Mainland NSA was considered in
both chapters.

e Mitigation measures 38 and 49 (Volume 3,
Technical Appendix 4.6: Schedule of Mitigations
and Commitments) used in both chapters.
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Meeting

NatureScot provided update.

Consultation Title Consultation Date Consultee Consultation Issue(s) Raised Response to Issue
Type
Ayre Offshore Scoping MD-LOT, OIC Conference call | ¢ Additional data sources to be included in Socio- e All additional data sources considered in Volume
Workshop (Socio- Economic assessment. 2, Chapter 18: Socio-Economic, Tourism and
economics) e Include indicative assessment of the magnitude of Recreation.
impacts at the construction and O&M port. e Where possible, based on port location

e Consider the distributional impacts and the local information available at the time of writing, an
context of Orkney and Caithness in the assessment of potential effects has been carried
assessment. out with reference to these receptors.

e Any changes in demand for housing and local e Orkney and Caithness comprise the Tourism and
services resulting from the proposed development Recreation Study Area. Details about the local
would need to be scoped into the EIA. The effects context of the Tourism and Recreation Study Area
from the proposed development on housing needs have been included in Volume 2, Chapter 18:
to be understood in the context of the current Socio-Economic, Tourism and Recreation.
significant shortage of housing in Orkney and high | ¢ The Applicant has committed to the production of
demand for housing for key workers. an Accommodation Strategy post-consent, once

port location(s) is known.
Ayre Quarterly Catch-Up | 12 March 2024 MD-LOT Conference call | Applicant gave update, MD-LOT gave update and Complete project information template and send to

case officers one week in advance of the next project
meeting.

Guidance - Line of
Orientation

for the array area for Ayre.

Ayre Scoping Workshop 02 April 2024 Workshop attendees Email Updated slides and minutes sent to attendees N/A
Note Regarding 03 April2024 NatureScot Email Update note regarding discrepancy between raw N/A
Discrepancy Between seabird counts in APEM report and Tetra Tech RPS
APEM and RPS DAS Data Energy 12-month interim survey report. Presented that
some data points in APEM report were excluded by
clipping the data to a 12 km buffer.
Response to NatureScot | 26 April 2024 NatureScot Email Email response providing clarifications to the points N/A
Advice raised by NatureScot on the DAS methodology and
survey results from the first 12 months.
Discussion on MGN 14 May2024 MCA and NLB Conference call | Discussions on MGN guidance and lines of orientation | This has been considered in Volume 2, Chapter 14:

Shipping and Navigation, and Volume 3, Appendix 14.1:
Shipping and Navigation Navigational Risk
Assessment.

Physical Processes
Method Statement

06 June 2024

MD-LOT and NS

Email

Physical Processes Method Statement for Ayre.
NatureScot response received 11/07/2024.

A technical note setting out a Method Statement for
the numerical modelling was provided (Ayre and
Bowdun Offshore Wind Farms: Proposed Approach to
Physical Processes Numerical Modelling. (TWP-TWP-
STI-SOW-0001). This was reviewed and agreed by
stakeholders.

Statement

Ayre Quarterly Catch-Up | 11 June 2024 MD-LOT Conference call | Applicant gave update, MD-LOT gave update and Applicant to send Physical Processes modelling
Meeting NatureScot provided update. method statement, sent on 17 June 2024.

Ayre Scoping Report 17 June 2024 MD-LOT Report Ayre Scoping Report submitted to MD-LOT N/A

Physical Processes NatureScot Email and Submission of modelling method statement for Comments from NatureScot received on 11 July 2024.
Modelling Method report comments.

Ayre HRA Compensation
- 1st Stakeholder
Workshop

08 July 2024

MD, NatureScot, RSPB

Conference call

1st workshop on the HRA compensation measures

Meeting minutes sent via email on 04 September
2024.
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NatureScot for review Offshore Bats was included as a
topic in the EIA Report

Consultation Title Consultation Date Consultee Consultation Issue(s) Raised Response to Issue
Type
Offshore Bats 02 August 2024 NatureScot Email Email to NatureScot querying their advice to include NatureScot agree with the approach provided
bats in the offshore EIA
Ayre LSE Screening 23 August /2024 MD-LOT Document LSE Screening Report submitted to MD-LOT N/A
Report issued
Proposed Development Application
Offshore Bats 29 August2024 NatureScot Email Following review of the technical note issued to Qualitative approach accepted. See Volume 2,

Chapter 12: Offshore Bats

Ayre Quarterly Catch-Up
Meeting

04 September 2024

MD-LOT and NatureScot

Conference call

Applicant gave update, MD-LOT gave update and
NatureScot provided update.

Applicant to send out HRA compensation workshop
meeting minutes via email. 1st and 2nd HRA
Compensation Stakeholder Workshop meeting
minutes sent via email on 04 September 2024.

Ayre HRA Compensation
- 2nd Stakeholder
Workshop

11 September 2024

RSPB, NatureScot, MD

Conference call

2nd HRA compensation workshop. Presentation of
longlist of compensation measures.

Meeting minutes sent via email on 04 September
2024.

Meeting with RSPB 24 September 2024

RSPB

Conference call

Meeting with RSPB to discuss Ayre project.

N/A

consultation

Exchange area for vessels wishing to discharge ballast
water in Scapa Flow. The policy was approved by
Orkney Islands Council as the Statutory Harbour
Authority for Scapa Flow in 2013 and is attached with
the latest amendments. Our comment is that it
should be noted and that our policy will need

Scoping Opinion 02 October 2024 MD-LOT, NatureScot, OIC, Document A comprehensive set of comments in relation to Requested updates and comments have been
THC, Highlands and Islands received providing advice for the EIA Report was received. considered as part of the Offshore EIA Reports.
Airport, NLB, RYA, MCA, BT, Further details have been provided to MD-LOT in
JRC, DAERA, MAU, NATS, Volume 3, Appendix 4.3: Gap Analysis.
Transport Scotland, UKCoS,
DSFB, MD-SEDD, SFF, RSPB,
MOD, HES, FMS
APEM Limited DAS 24 23 October 2024 NatureScot Email Consultation with NatureScot on the results of the 24 | NatureScot responded with advice on 19 November
month report month DAS baseline data. 2024
APEM Limited DAS 24 05 December 2024 Sectoral Marine Plan for Email Sectoral Marine Plan for Offshore Wind Energy team N/A
month report Offshore Wind Energy team sent the results of the 24 month DAS baseline data.
SEPA - Water Quality - 12 December 2024 SEPA and MD-LOT Email SEPA have agreed to scope out Water Quality from EIA | Water Quality scoped out of assessment.
Scoping Out Report.
Aviation Consultation 07 January 2025 NATS Email Confirmation that no NATS radars will be affected by This has been considered in Volume 2, Chapter 15:
with NATS Ayre. Aviation and Radar.
Aviation Consultation MoD Email Confirmation that no military radars will be affected This has been considered in Volume 2, Chapter 15:
with MOD by Ayre and a request for meeting dates to discuss Aviation and Radar.
impact on D809 North and Central.
Pentland Ferries 09 January 2025 Pentland Ferries Email Pentland Ferries Consultation as part of the Shipping This has been considered in Volume 2, Chapter 14:
consultation and Navigation Hazard Identification (Hazid). No issues | Shipping and Navigation, and Volume 3, Appendix 14.1:
raised. Shipping and Navigation Navigational Risk
Assessment.
Orkney Harbours 10 January 2025 Orkney Harbours Email 1: The Ayre Wind Farm is within our Ballast Water This has been considered in Volume 2, Chapter 14:

Shipping and Navigation, and Volume 3, Appendix 14.1:
Shipping and Navigation Navigational Risk
Assessment.
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Hoy and West Mainland
NSA

the scoping out of visual impacts from Hoy and West
Mainland NSA showing minimal predicted visibility.

Consultation Title Consultation Date Consultee Consultation Issue(s) Raised Response to Issue
Type

amending.
2: Although Sinclair’s Bay / Wick is outside of our
Statutory Harbour Area it is often used by vessels
sheltering from weather — we would not know as to
whether these vessels anchor or not would suggest
that this is investigated in more depth. Also, in the
event of particular weather conditions, vessel types
and sizes we may use this area as a boarding location
for Scapa Flow Pilots. Would suggest that this is
noted, with further investigation into anchored vessels
/ vessels sheltering from weather in this area.

MCA consultation 14 January 2025 MCA Conference call | Pre Hazid Consultation to discuss towage Embedded Mitigations are outlined in Volume 3,

Meeting requirements and mitigation for floating Wind Technical Appendix 14.1: Shipping and Navigation Risk
Turbines. Assessment.

Vessel Traffic Survey MCA Conference call | Pre Hazid Consultation to discuss Vessel Traffic An additional survey was undertaken and results

Requirements MCA Survey requirements. shown in Volume 3, Technical Appendix 14.1: Shipping

and Navigation Risk Assessment.

RYA Scotland 15 January 2025 RYA Conference call | RYA Consultation meeting as part of the Shipping and | Advice was considered in Volume 2, Chapter 14:

Consultation Meeting Navigation Hazard Identification (Hazid) prework to Shipping and Navigation, and Volume 3, Appendix 14.1:
discuss use of the Array Area by recreational vessels Shipping and Navigation Navigational Risk
and mitigation measures. Assessment.

NLB Consultation 16 January 2025 NLB Conference call | NLB Consultation meeting as part of the Shipping and | Advice was considered in Volume 2, Chapter 14:

Meeting Navigation Hazard Identification (Hazid) prework to Shipping and Navigation, and Volume 3, Appendix 14.1:
discuss regular operators, towage, and mitigation Shipping and Navigation Navigational Risk
measures. Assessment.

UK Chamber of Shipping | 24 January 2025 Chamber of Shipping (CoS) Conference call | CoS Consultation meeting as part of the Shipping and | Advice was considered in Volume 2, Chapter 14:

Consultation Meeting Navigation Hazard Identification (Hazid) prework to Shipping and Navigation, and Volume 3, Appendix 14.1:
discuss regular operators, towage, hazards and Shipping and Navigation Navigational Risk
mitigation measures. Assessment.

Consultation with 27 January 2025 NatureScot Email Consultation with NatureScot looking for advice on NatureScot advice received on the 24/02/2025

NatureScot EIA Methodology, Ornithology, Marine Mammals,

Offshore Bats, Physical Processes and SLVIA.

Ayre HRA Compensation | 27 February 2025 MD-LOT Conference call | Discussion on the HRA Compensation approach for Minutes issued on 04 October 2025.

- 3rd Stakeholder NatureScot seabirds.

Workshop RSPB

Shipping and Navigation | 07 March 2025 MCA, NLB, RYA, CoS, Northlink | Conference call | Discussion of the findings of the Navigational Risk All hazards have been assessed in Volume 3,

HAZID Workshop Ferries, SFF Assessment. Review of hazards identified, the Appendix 141: Shipping and Navigation Navigational
assessment of these hazards and mitigation measures | Risk Assessment. Advice was considered and
identified. Consultees did not identify any new Embedded Mitigation measures are outlined in
hazards but did highlight further concerns with some | Volume 2, Chapter 14: Shipping and Navigation, and
hazards already identified and outlined additional Volume 3, Appendix 14.1: Shipping and Navigation
mitigation measures which could be considered. Navigational Risk Assessment.

Visual Impact Query for HES Email Consultation with HES, including wirelines, regarding Hoy and West Mainland NSA scoped out of the

assessment in Volume 2, Chapter 21: Cultural
Heritage.
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Consultation Title Consultation Date Consultee Consultation Issue(s) Raised Response to Issue
Type
Visual Impact Query for 12 March 2025 olC Email Further query from HES if Hoy and West Mainland NSA
Hoy and West Mainland could be scoped out of assessment
NSA
Query on use of 07 April 2025 NatureScot Email Consultation regarding the use of SeabORD for NatureScot response received on the 30 April 2025.
SeabORD displacement assessment and the Cumulative Effects | Acceptance of the use of the matrix approach for all
Framework (CEF). displacement assessments. Agreement that the
interim CEF developed on behalf of NEEOG (Royal
HaskoningDHV 2024) can be used.
Whole Project Traffic 08 April 2025 Transport Scotland Email Consultation with Transport Scotland regarding how Effects of traffic and transport have not been
Consultation the onshore and offshore parts of the Project will be covered in the Offshore EIA Report after confirmation
assessed in terms of potential traffic and transport from Transport Scotland.
effects.
Visual Impact Query for HES Email Confirmation from HES that Hoy and West Mainland Hoy and West Mainland NSA scoped out of the
Hoy and West Mainland NSA could be scoped out of assessment assessment in Volume 2, Chapter 21: Cultural
NSA Heritage.
Query on Microwave JRC Email Email to JRC to understand if the effect on microwave | See row detailing JRC response on 29 May 2025.
Communication Links communication links from Offshore Infrastructure
could be scoped out of assessment
Consultation on 09 April 2025 MD-LOT Email Consultation with MD-LOT pushing back on position of | See row covering this on 28 July 2025.
Accidental Pollution and shadow flicker impacts on fish from Wind Turbines.
Shadow Flicker on Fish
Query on Stratification 25 April 2025 MD-LOT Email Confirmation and agreement on approach to the Stratification covered in Volume 3, Technical

assessment of stratification - action closed out

Appendix 7.4: Physical Processes Assessment of
Potential Changes to Stratification and Frontal
Systems.

Pre-Application 01 May 2025 Public consultation In person event | Pre-Application Consultation event The areas of offshore interest most frequently raised
Consultation Event ~ Keiss, through PAC related to cumulative, visual, access at
Caithness Landfall, fishing and ecology impacts. Comments on

community benefits and local jobs were also raised.
Summary of responses included in Volume 3,
Technical Appendix 5.2 Pre-Application Consultation
Report.

Consultation on 12 May 2025 SFF, SWFPA and SPFA Conference call | Consultation with SFF, SWFPA and SPFA to go over the | Any requested updates or new information included

Commercial Fisheries commercial fisheries baseline that was discussed in in Volume 2, Chapter 13: Commercial Fisheries or

Baseline Volume 3, Technical Appendix 13.1: Commercial Volume 3, Technical Appendix 13.1: Commercial

Fisheries Technical Report. Fisheries Technical Report.

Offshore Bats 14 May 2025 NatureScot Email Consultation regarding baseline information on bats Offshore Bats assessed with Volume 2, Chapter 12:

Consultation and next steps for the offshore EIA Offshore Bats.

Consultation on 29 May 2025 JRC Email Email to JRC to understand if the effect on microwave | Microwave communication links from Offshore

Microwave communication links from Offshore Infrastructure Infrastructure has been scoped out of assessment in

Communication Links could be scoped out of assessment Volume 2, Chapter 16: Infrastructure and Other Users.

Ornithology Assessment | 12 June 2025 NatureScot Email Use of MRSea for impact assessment. NatureScot responded on 20 June 2025.
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Consultation Title Consultation Date Consultee Consultation Issue(s) Raised Response to Issue
Type
Cultural Heritage and 08 July 2025 olC Email Confirmation on relevant guidance and legislation to Response from OIC received on the 26 September
Marine Archaeology be used within Offshore EIA Report. 2025.
Shadow Flicker and 28 July 2025 Caithness District Salmon Email Shadow Flicker to be considered but scoped out. Effects of shadow flicker considered in Volume 2,
Accidental Pollution Fishery Board (DSFB) and Accidental Pollution to be acknowledged but scoped Chapter 9: Fish and Shellfish Ecology.
Fisheries Management out due to management plans in place
Scotland (FMS), and Scottish
Fishermen’s Federation (SFF)
Offshore Bats 29 July 025 NatureScot Email Consultation with NatureScot to discuss results from Offshore Bats assessed with Volume 2, Chapter 12:
the baseline report, and the qualitative assessment Offshore Bats.
for the Offshore EIA Report.
Marine Mammal Baseline | 07 August 2025 NatureScot Email Consultation on MM baseline report NatureScot advice received on the 09 September

Report

2025.

Ayre HRA Compensation
— 4th Stakeholder
Workshop

12 August 2025

MD-LOT, RSPB, NatureScot

Conference call

Consultation with NatureScot, MD-LOT and RSPB
regarding the HRA Compensation.

Minutes issued on 29 August 2025.

Commercial Fisheries
Mitigation Measures

18 August 2025

SFF, SWFPA and SPFA

Conference call

Consultation with SFF, SWFPA and SPFA to go over the
mitigation measures that was discussed in Volume 2,
Chapter 13: Commercial Fisheries and Volume 4,
Appendix 28: FMMCP.

Any required updates were carried over to in Volume
2, Chapter 13: Commercial Fisheries and Volume 4,
Appendix 28: FMMCP.

Fisheries Mitigation,
Monitoring and
Communication Plan
(FMMCP)

18 August 2025

SFF, SWFPA and SPFA

Conference call

Sharing of the FMMCP with SFF, SWFPA and SPFA
allowing for these stakeholders to have early insight
into the proposed Embedded and Additional
Mitigations proposed for the Proposed Development.

Feedback from call taken into considered when
drafting Volume 4, Appendix 28: FMMCP.

Pre-Application
Consultation Event

27 and 28 August
2025

olC
Public consultation

In-person event
- Kirkwall and
Deerness,
Orkney

Public consultation hosted in Orkney, allowing
members of the public and OIC to have an in person
discussion on the progress, impacts and necessity of
the Proposed Development.

Attendees at the event sought information and
clarification on a number of points of interest from
Applicant representatives. Feedback was received
verbally rather than being submitted in writing, with
notes collated each day. The following matters were
raised:

e community benefit;

e supply chain;

e ornithology and ecology impacts;

e EMF;

e decommissioning; and shipping and navigation.
Summary of responses included in Volume 3,
Technical Appendix 5.2 Pre-Application Consultation
Report.

Ornithology Baseline
Reports

01 September 2025

NatureScot

Email

Consultation on ornithology baseline reports

Response from NatureScot received on the 10
October 2025. The Ornithology Baseline Reports have
been updated to address some of the comments. A
separate letter will be sent to NatureScot to provide
further details on the approach taken.

Cumulative Effects
Assessment

04,18 and 26
September 2025

MD-LOT and NatureScot

Email

CEA appendix and long list sent to MD-LOT for
comment.

Comments have been considered and used to update
the CEA appendix and long list included in Volume 3,
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Consultation Title

Consultation Date

Consultee

Consultation
Type

Issue(s) Raised

Response to Issue

Technical Appendix 4.4: Cumulative Effects
Assessment - Screening.

Ayre Quarterly Catch-Up
Meeting

08 September 2025

MD-LOT and NatureScot

Conference call

Questions raised regarding compensation measures
and commercial fish.

Response from MD-LOT received on the 11 September
2025

HRA Compensation 02 October 2025 NatureScot, MD-LOT & RSPB Email Final minutes from 4th HRA workshop submitted N/A
Measures together with further information on puffin count
methodology.
Marine Archaeology 15 October 2025 JCCC Email To provide notification that the wreck of Duke of MOD-DIO confirmed they were content with the
MOD-DIO Safeguarding Albany, designated under the Protection of Military proposed Embedded Mitigation for Duke of Albany.
Remains Act 1986 (UKHO ID 70429) is located within Embedded Mitigation measures are outlined in
the Export Cable Corridor, and to seek feedback on Volume 2, Chapter 19: Marine Archaeology
the Embedded Mitigation proposed (i.e.
implementation of an Archaeological Exclusion Zone
of 100 m extent).
Marine Archaeology 21 October 2025 HES Documents Sharing of the WSI and PAD with HES allowing them HES noted that they no longer provide advice on
issued to have early insight into the proposed Embedded and | undesignated underwater cultural heritage and
Additional Mitigations proposed for the Proposed provided no comment on the WSI and PAD.
Development.
Marine Pollution 27 October 2025 MCA Documents Sharing of Volume 4, Appendix 25: Marine Pollution N/A
Contingency Plan issued Contingency Plan with the MCA allowing for early
insight into the proposed management plan.
Marine Invasive and NatureScot Documents Sharing of the Volume 4, Appendix 26: Biosecurity Plan | Acknowledged by NatureScot on 03 November 2025
Non-Native Species issued allowing NatureScot early insight into the proposed noting that due to staffing and workload pressures
Biosecurity Plan management plan. comments were not provided in advance of the
planned submission date.
FMMCP 07 November 2025 SFF, SWPFA, SPFA, Orkney Documents Sharing of the FMMCP with SFF, SWFPA and SPFA SFF highlighted that the fishing industry was unable
Fisheries issued allowing for these stakeholders to have early insight to provide comments on the draft FMMCP due to the
into the proposed Embedded and Additional limited time allowed by the Applicant for
Mitigations proposed for the Proposed Development. consultation. Volume 4, Appendix 28: FMMCP
considers advice provided by consultees previously,
as outlined in this Consultation Log.
In-combination 13 November 2025 MD-LOT Email Requesting if MD-LOT have advice on how to treat N/A
assessment consented offshore wind farms in in-combination
assessments.
Approach to HRA 20 November 2025 MD-LOT and NatureScot Email Details provided on proposed approach to N/A

compensation measures

Compensation Roadmap
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