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1. Introduction 

1.1 Introduction 

This chapter sets out the background to the Proposed Development and 

information as to the purpose of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Report and where the EIA Report can be viewed. 

1.2 Background 

Overview of Project 

1.2.1 Neven Point Wind Ltd (NPWL) (hereafter referred to as “the Applicant”) intends to 

apply to Orkney Islands Council (OIC) for planning permission to construct a 

proposed new renewable energy Project on the Island of Eday, Orkney Islands. 

The wider ‘Project’ is a term used to refer to two interconnected Proposed 

Developments; the first being onshore wind turbines, battery storage facility and 

associated ancillary infrastructure. The second Proposed Development, to which 

this EIA Report refers, is a new dedicated marine landing point, that will support 

the delivery of construction supplies and turbine components to Neven Point Wind 

Farm. 

1.2.2 The Applicant intends to apply to OIC for planning permission to construct and 

operate a ‘dedicated marine landing point’ comprising a small rock-armoured 

causeway and a temporary floating pier to allow for the transportation of wind 

turbine components and construction supplies by sea to the Island of Eday, 

Orkney Islands. 

1.2.3 The Applicant intends to submit the following separate applications for the two 

Proposed Developments which make up the wider Project: 

• a Major planning application to OIC under The Town and Country Planning Act 
(Scotland) 1997 (as amended) for all works above Mean Low Water Springs 
(MLWS) relating to the construction and operation of a new dedicated marine 
landing point to allow for the transportation of wind turbine components by 
vehicular ferry to the island making up the ‘Proposed Development’;  

• a marine licence application to Marine Directorate’s Licencing and Operations 
Team (MD-LOT), which acts on behalf of the Scottish Minsters, for works 
below Mean High Water Springs (MHWS) in relation to the proposed new 
dedicated marine landing point; and 

• a Major planning application to OIC under The Town and Country Planning Act 
(Scotland) 1997 (as amended) (Scottish Executive, 1997) for construction and 
operation of the proposed onshore wind turbines and ancillary onshore 
infrastructure making up the wider Project. 

1.2.4 The planning application and associated marine licence application will be 

supported by an EIA Report. This EIA Report has been prepared to support the 

major planning application for the construction and operation of the new dedicated 

marine landing point (hereafter referred to as the “Proposed Development” in this 

EIA Report); and to support the marine licence application for works below Mean 
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High Water Springs (MHWS) in relation to the Proposed Development. Both 

applications require EIA under their respective regulations, the Town and Country 

Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and 

the Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 

2017 (as amended). This EIA Report has been prepared to support both consent 

applications in accordance with their respective EIA Regulations. 

1.2.5 In carrying out the EIA for the Proposed Development, the technical assessments 

have also considered the potential for the combined effects arising from the 

construction and operation of the associated wind farm to ensure all of the 

combined Project effects have been properly identified. 

1.2.6 Separately, a distinct EIA Report has been provided to assess the potential 

environmental effects that may arise from the construction and operation of the 

wind farm, and to support the separate planning application for the wind farm.  

1.2.7 The direct effects of the Proposed Development are assessed alongside any 

additional cumulative and/or in-combination effects that could potentially arise 

from other relevant developments (i.e. the associated wind farm, other marine 

developments in proximity to the application site or vessel route). The process of 

identifying direct and cumulative effects has been reiterated across the two 

associated EIAs. The location of the cumulative developments relevant to this EIA 

are shown in Figure 1.1b. 

Site Description 

1.2.8 The application boundary of the Proposed Development (hereafter referred to as 

the ‘site’) is located in the south east of the island of Eday, within the OIC 

administrative boundary. The site is adjacent to the east of the existing Eday Ferry 

Terminal at Backaland (see Figure 1.1). The Ro-Ro terminal linkspan at the north 

end of the pier accommodates the lifeline ferry service to Orkney mainland. 

1.2.9 The site is approximately 18km north east of Orkney Mainland, and approximately 

23km from Kirkwall. The central grid reference for the site is National Grid 

Reference (NGR) HY 57387 30089 and it occupies an area of approximately 1.5 

hectares (ha) or 15,165m². The site location and site boundary are shown in 

Figure 1.1. 

1.2.10 The permanent causeway would predominantly occupy the intertidal area below 

Mean High Water Springs (MHWS), and a temporary floating pier (c. 72m in 

length) or barge would be located seaward of Mean Low Water Springs. Site 

access and other remaining land-based elements - anticipated at the time of 
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writing to comprise of biodiversity and cultural heritage enhancements only - 

would fall above MHWS at Stackald. 

1.2.11 The tidal range at the site is 3.3 metres between MLWS and MHWS, and the 

underlying seabed composition is rock, stone and shingle. 

The Proposed Development 

1.2.12 The Proposed Development comprises a new dedicated marine landing point, 

proposed to be a reclamation and concrete bankseat, for the mooring of a 

temporary floating pier, to allow the transportation of wind turbine components and 

construction supplies by Ro-Ro vessels to the island of Eday. The Proposed 

Development site layout is shown on Figure 1.2, and Designations within 10km 

are shown on Figure 1.3.  

1.2.13 The Applicant intends to avoid or minimise the use of the Orkney Ferries ferry to 

prevent disruption to island operations and users.  

1.3 The Applicant 

1.3.1 The Applicant is an associated company of GreenPower (International) Ltd 

(GreenPower). Formed over 20 years ago and based in Alloa, GreenPower is one 

of Scotland’s leading independent renewable energy developers. GreenPower 

has achieved consent for over 290MW of clean renewable energy capacity and 

operates projects ranging from single wind turbine sites to utility scale commercial 

projects.  

1.3.2 The Applicant recognises that such projects play an important part in tackling 

climate change and reducing Scotland’s dependence on fossil fuels, building on 

GreenPower’s belief that the world should be powered by sustainable renewable 

energy. 

1.4 Purpose of the EIA Report 

1.4.1 SLR have been appointed by the Applicant to undertake an EIA of the Proposed 

Development in accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Environmental 

Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”) and the 

Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 

(as amended) (“the Marine EIA Regulations”). The EIA process is the systematic 

process of identifying, predicting and evaluating the environmental impacts of a 

proposed development. The EIA process is reported in this EIA Report, which 

identifies the methodologies used to assess the environmental effects predicted to 

result from the construction, and operation of the Proposed Development. Where 

appropriate, it also sets out mitigation measures designed to prevent, reduce and, 

if at all possible, offset potential significant adverse environmental impacts. An 

assessment of residual effects, (i.e. those expected to remain following 

implementation of mitigation measures), is also presented. 

1.4.2 The main findings and conclusions of this EIA Report are summarised in a Non-

Technical Summary (NTS), as required by the EIA Regulations. The NTS 
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summarises the key findings of the EIA in easily accessible, non-technical 

language, ensuring everyone with an interest in the project can understand and 

access information on its predicted environmental effects. 

1.5 Structure of the EIA Report 

1.5.1 The structure of the EIA Report follows the requirements of EIA Regulations and 

other relevant good practice guidance. The EIA Report comprises the following 

volumes: 

• Volume 1 – Written Statement; 

• Volume 2 – Figures; 

• Volume 3 - Landscape and Visual Impact and Cultural Heritage 
Visualisations; and 

• Volume 4 – Technical Appendices;  

1.5.2 Volume 1 comprises the following chapters: 

• Chapter 1 provides an introduction to the Applicant, the Proposed 
Development and the EIA; 

• Chapter 2 provides a description of the site selection and design iteration 
process, detailing how the Proposed Development site was selected, and how 
the development design evolved through the course of the assessment 
process, including the elimination of alternative development options; 

• Chapter 3 provides a description of the existing site, details of the Proposed 
Development, the construction, operation and maintenance processes, and 
need for the development. 

• Chapter 4 provides the methodology of the EIA process including the scope of 
the process, justification for topics scoped out of the EIA, and details of the 
Public Consultation process; 

• Chapter 5 sets out the planning policy context; 

• Chapters 6 to 12 describe the assessment of likely significant effects on a 
range of receptors. These include: water environment; coastal processes; 
marine ecology and biodiversity; seascape, landscape and visual; marine 
archaeology and cultural heritage; airborne noise; and other issues, including 
navigation and commercial fisheries. 

• Chapter 13 is the Schedule of Commitments, which summarises all of the 
mitigation and enhancement measures presented in this EIA Report; and 

• Chapter 14 provides summary tables of all predicted residual effects. 
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1.5.3 Additional supporting documents which form part of the planning application 

submission include: a Planning Statement, a Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) 

Report, and a Design and Access Statement (DAS). 

1.6 EIA Project Team 

1.6.1 The assessment was undertaken by the SLR environmental team supported by 

external consultants as shown in Table 1-1 below. 

Table 1-1: EIA Team 

Person Role Expertise Qualifications 

Jenny Hazzard (SLR) EIA Project Director Technical Director with 
over 23 years’ 
experience leading and 
undertaking EIAs for 
energy generation 
projects across the UK. 

BSc, MSc, PIEMA 

Emma Quinn (SLR) EIA Project Manager Associate Consultant 
with 7 years’ 
experience in 
environmental 
consultancy.  

BSc, MSc, AIEMA 

Jack Hughes (SLR) EIA Assistant Project 
Manager 

Over 2 years’ 
experience in 
environmental 
consultancy. 

BSc, MSc. 

David C Bell 

(David Bell Planning 
Ltd) 

Planning and 
Consenting Lead 

Chartered Town 
Planner with over 30 
years’ experience in 
the energy sector 
covering practice in 
Scotland, England and 
Wales. 

BSc (Hons) Dip UD 
MCIHT MRTPI 

Deirdre Thom 

(David Bell Planning 
Ltd) 

Author of Planning 
Statement 

Chartered Town 
Planner with over 14 
years’ experience of 
planning and 
development practice 
in the private sector, 
advising on a range of 
energy developments 
across the UK. 

BA (Hons) MSc MRTPI 

Rob Hewitt 

(Stephenson Halliday) 

Landscape and Visual 
Lead 

Chartered landscape 
architect with nearly 13 
years’ experience 
across many wind farm 
sites. 

BA (Hons), MLA, CMLI 

Martin Nicholls 

(EnviroCentre) 

Coastal Processes 
Lead 

Chartered Water and 
Environmental 
Manager with over 14 
years’ experience in 
EIA, hydrology, 

BSc (Hons) MSc 
MCIWEM C.WEM 
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Person Role Expertise Qualifications 

geomorphology, and 
coastal processes. 

 

Ailsa Sharp 

(EnviroCentre) 

Ecology and 
Biodiversity Lead 

A Lead Senior 
Ecologist with nearly 9 
years of experience 
within ecological 
consultancy, providing 
input to EIA and HRA 
on a variety of projects. 

BSc (Hons), ACIEEM 

Gemma Nixon 

(EnviroCentre) 

Ecology and 
Biodiversity Reviewer 

An Associate Director 
with over 11 years of 
experience in 
ecological consultancy, 
who has both written 
and reviewed EcIAs 
and HRAs for a variety 
of schemes, including 
marine developments. 

BSc (Hons) MSc 
MCIEEM CEcol 

David Thomson 

(Orcades Marine) 

Navigation  15 years director of 
marine consultancy 
specialising in marine 
renewable operations, 
due diligence, Marine 
Warranty Surveying, 
mooring design, 10 
years senior harbour 
operations,  25 years 
management and 
offshore master 
Dynamic Positioning 
(DP) for construction 
vessels, tugs. R&D 
sustainable marine 
projects. 

 

Master Mariner STCW 
II/2, Marine Surveyor 
Diploma,  Ship 
Management Diploma 

Alexandra Thomson 

(Orcades Marine) 

Navigation Risk 17 years experience in 
the maritime industry. 
Safety management in 
vessel and port 
operations. Auditing 
PMSC and ISM Code. 
Workboat certifying 
surveyor for SCMS, 
eCMID surveyor, 
marine project 
management.   

MSc Marine Surveying. 
STCW II/1 OOW, 
NEBOSH, VTS 
operator V1 03/1 

Alex Ng Ding Feng Navigation Metocean More than 10 years 
experience in design 
and testing process of 
sustainable marine-
related R&D work. 
Extensive field work 
and project 

BA Mechanical 
Engineering (Hons) 
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Person Role Expertise Qualifications 

management in marine 
renewable 
development and 
design of floating 
structures. 

Lynne Roy 

(AOC Archaeology) 

Cultural Heritage and  
Archaeology Lead 

18 years of knowledge 
and experience in the 
historic environment, 
with a specialism in 
preparing cultural 
heritage assessments 
for EIAs. 

BA (Hons), MSc, 
MCIfA, FSA Scot 

Mark Littlewood  

(AOC Archaeology) 

Marine Archaeology 
Lead 

Project Officer with 
over 15 years’ 
experience in the 
historic environment 
preparing cultural 
heritage assessments 
for terrestrial and 
marine EIAs, marine 
cultural heritage survey 
processing, 
assessment and 
analysis. 

BA (Hons), MSc, ACIfA 

Sam Willamson 

(AOC Archaeology 
Group) 

Cultural Heritage and 
Archaeology 

Senior Project Officer 
with over ten years' 
experience in the 
historic environment, 
specialising in walkover 
surveys and the 
preparation of cultural 
heritage assessments. 

MA (Hons), MCIfA 

Callum Hall 

(AOC Archaeology) 

Cultural Heritage and 
Archaeology 

Assistant heritage 
consultant with four 
years of experience 
working within 
commercial 
archaeology and 
heritage consultancy. 

MA (Hons), MSc, PCIfA 

Rob Shepherd (Hayes 
McKenzie) 

Noise and Vibration 
Lead 

Principal Noise 
Consultant with over 20 
years’ experience as a 
technical specialist in 
environmental noise. 

MEng, MIOA 

Conor Tickner Noise and Vibration 
Lead 

Senior Consultant with 
over 10 years’ 
experience as a 
technical specialist in 
environmental noise. 

BEng, MIOA 
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1.7 Availability of the EIA Report 

1.7.1 Electronic copies of the EIA Report, including all figures, appendices and 

associated documents are available to view on the project website: 

https://greenpowerinternational.com/current-projects/neven-point-wind-farm/  

1.7.2 Electronic versions of the EIA Report can be accessed on OIC’s online planning 

portal at www.orkney.gov.uk/.  

1.7.3 A physical copy of the EIA Report is available for viewing at the following public 

location: 

Eday Heritage Centre, Eday, Orkney KW17 2AB. 

1.7.4 The EIA Report is available in other formats if required. For details, including 

costs, please contact Nick Forrest by writing to: 

Neven Point Wind, The e-Centre Cooperage Way, Alloa FK10 3LP. 

1.7.5 Or via email  

1.8 Representations to the Application 

1.8.1 Any representations to the Town and Country Planning application should be 

made directly to OIC Development Management at planning@orkney.gov.uk .  

1.8.2 Any representations to the marine licence application should be made directly to 

the Marine Directorate’s Licencing Operations Team (MD-LOT) at 

MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot. 

1.8.3 Representations should be dated, clearly stating the name of the project (in block 

capitals), full return email and postal address for those making representations. 

  

[Redacted]

https://greenpowerinternational.com/current-projects/neven-point-wind-farm/
http://www.orkney.gov.uk/
mailto:planning@orkney.gov.uk
mailto:MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
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