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APPENDIX 9.3: VIEWPOINT ANALYSIS 

Introduction 
1. A viewpoint assessment has been carried out from a selection of key representative viewpoint 

locations to inform the assessment of the likely magnitude and significance of landscape and visual 
effects arising as a result of the Proposed Development.   

2. The locations of the selected viewpoints are shown on Figures 9.1 – 9.3. Details for each viewpoint 
are provided below. Panoramic photographs are provided to illustrate the existing view at each 
viewpoint location and the likely extent of the Proposed Development within the view (see 
Viewpoints 1-4). A summary of the viewpoint analysis is provided in Table 9.5 in the main LVIA 
(see Chapter 9). 

3. A total of 4 viewpoint locations were selected to represent the main landscape and visual receptors 
found in the study area.   

4. This viewpoint assessment considers the nature of the predicted view and the scale of change. The 
wider extent of the effect (beyond the individual viewpoint considered), and its duration, are not 
captured in the viewpoint analysis (as a single viewpoint cannot capture extent or duration), and are 
considered in the main body of the assessment (see Chapter 9). Extent and duration are factors in 
the overall judgement on magnitude of change, therefore judgements on magnitude of change and 
overall level of effect and significance are also provided in the main assessment. 

5. The method of assessment used for the viewpoint analysis, which is described in Appendix 9.1, 
accords with current best-practice guidance for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
(Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management, 2013). Observations are made of 
the baseline landscape and visual characteristics at each of the representative viewpoints. 
Observations, computer modelling and professional judgement are applied to determine the scale 
of change attributable to the Proposed Development (Large, Medium, Small and Negligible) upon 
landscape character and visual amenity at each individual viewpoint in order to determine the scale 
of effect.  

6. The visual assessment takes into account the screening effect of intervening landform, vegetation 
and built form and the potential for changes to those baseline features.  It assumes excellent clear 
weather conditions; although the influence of different seasons, weather, sunlight and visibility 
conditions have been considered, where relevant.  
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VP Location Key features of existing view Predicted Visual Change Predicted Change to Landscape 
Character 

1 Northern Isles 
Ferry- Eday 

This view is from 
Kirkwall/ 
Eday/Stronsay Ferry 
passing to the 
southeast of Eday. 

310km, East 

There are views all around from the ferry 
on the approach to Eday. The islands of 
Eday, Sanday and Stronsay are all visible 
as low lying gently undeveloped coastal 
edge. As the ferry approaches Backaland 
Pier, there are close-range views of the 
low rocky foreshore, built infrastructure at 
the terminal including the pier, 
outbuildings, and a small gantry crane.  

Inclined coastal pasture and low moorland 
hills form an open and sweeping 
background to views towards Eday. The 
fish farm and four operational turbines at 
Spurness Wind Farm are noticeable 
features in the view across the Bay of 
Backaland and across to Sanday.  

Construction: During construction, there 
would be an increase in the movement of 
plant and vehicles in close-range views to 
the south of the existing pier. Construction 
activities including reclamation works 
would be noticeable into the sea. 
Watercraft delivering plant and materials 
would be visible arriving and unloading at 
the temporary floating pier/ transfer barge. 

Temporary lighting at the proposed 
landing point would be visible in 
combination with existing lighting at the 
ferry terminal resulting in an intensification 
of existing lighting levels concentrated at 
the pier.    

 

Operational: The permanent causeway 
including the rock armour would be visible 
across a small part of the view as a slight 
extension to coastal infrastructure 
adjacent to the existing pier.  

This viewpoint is located at sea on the 
ferry route looking across to Local Coastal 
Character Area (LCCA) 5g: Eday Sound.  

The Proposed Development would result 
in a small physical change to the 
coastline. There would be a limited loss of 
narrow shingle beach.  

Construction: The delivery of plant and 
materials to the floating pier/ transfer 
barge would lead to a slight increase in 
activity immediately adjacent to the same 
part of the landscape affected by similar 
land and water based activity at the 
existing pier.   

 

Operational: In the long term, rock armour 
would form the coastal edge of the 
permanent causeway. This would 
introduce a limited extension to the 
presence of coastal infrastructure 
adjacent to the existing pier. There would 
be no change to the appreciation of 
“Views focused east over the Eday 
Sound, with the horizon formed by the flat 
relief of Sanday and Stronsay.” 

2 Backaland Pier 

The viewpoint is 
positioned at the 
entrance to the Ferry 
Terminal beside the 
B9063 on approach 
to the pier. 

160m, West 

The main outlooks from this viewpoint are 
north and east across the Bay of 
Backaland. Occasional watercraft 
movements are visible at Backaland Pier 
and out to sea. Views across the open 
sea beyond the existing pier extend to the 
coastal edge of Sanday and Stronsay. 
The coastal edge is defined by 
engineered tiered embankments 

Construction: Some low level, land based 
construction activity would be partly 
screened by intervening landform and 
buildings at Backaland Pier. There would 
be views of construction activity into the 
sea but contained within the same 
horizontal context and behind the existing 
pier. There would be a noticeable 
increase to the frequency of watercraft 

The viewpoint is located in LCT 298: 
Lowland Inland Pasture. Coastal views 
are an important aspect of this LCT. 
Construction activity would be visible in 
LCCA 5g: Eday Sound, beyond the 
existing pier infrastructure.  

Construction: The delivery of plant and 
materials to the floating pier/ transfer 
barge would temporarily increase the 
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VP Location Key features of existing view Predicted Visual Change Predicted Change to Landscape 
Character 

The fish farm and operational turbines at 
Spurness Wind Farm are noticeable 
features in the view towards the 
northeast. The movement of watercraft to 
the pier at the ferry terminal and across 
more distant views are commonplace 
features in the view.  

deliveries to the temporary floating pier/ 
transfer barge alongside the existing 
levels of activity on the sea.  

Temporary lighting at the Proposed 
Development would be visible within the 
same part of the view as existing lighting 
resulting in a temporary increase in the 
intensity of lighting at the pier area.  

 

Operational: The permanent causeway 
including rock armour would be visible but 
read as very limited extension to the 
existing coastal infrastructure in the view.  

influence of watercraft movements at the 
coast where this is already a feature. The 
wider appreciation of coastal views across 
the Bay of Backaland would remain intact.  

 

Operational: The permanent causeway 
would result in barely perceptible change 
in landscape character from this location.  

 

3 Minor road near 
Redbanks 

This viewpoint is 
located on a minor 
road south of the 
ferry terminal, 
adjacent to a 
residential property 
in the Veness area.  

125m, South 

The main outlooks from this viewpoint are 
north to the Bay of Backaland and 
northwest across the lowland and inclined 
coastal pasture landscapes. Infrastructure 
at Backaland Pier and fish farm are 
noticeable elements in view in part due to 
the contrast with the low pastoral 
agricultural coastline. Low rising moorland 
hills form an open and uninterrupted 
skyline to the north. The movement of 
watercraft to and from the ferry terminal 
are commonplace features in the view. 

Construction: Low level construction 
activity would be heavily screened by 
intervening landform and buildings to the 
south of Backaland Pier. The movement 
of watercraft and some taller plant would 
be visible out to sea. Watercraft deliveries 
of plant and materials to the temporary 
floating pier/ transfer barge would be 
visible across a small part of the 
background until it is demobilised. All 
construction activities would be visible 
immediately adjacent to other land and 
water-based activities at Backaland Pier. 

Temporary lighting would increase the 
horizontal extent affected by lighting at the 
ferry terminal.  

Operational: The permanent causeway 
would be screened by intervening 
landform and infrastructure and unlikely to 
be noticeable.   

This viewpoint is located in LCT 298 Low 
Island Pasture where extensive views 
from one island to the headland of 
another is a characteristic feature. 
Construction: Construction activity would 
be visible adjacent to the existing pier at 
Backaland Pier. There would be a 
temporary increase to water based 
activities at sea and the coastal edge 
concentrated in part of the coastline 
already affected by similar activities. 

 

Operational: The permanent causeway 
would result in barely perceptible changes 
to landscape character from this location 
and the more value scenic aspects 
including the views to neighbouring 
headlands would remain intact. 



 

Appendix 9.3: Viewpoint Analysis 3 

VP Location Key features of existing view Predicted Visual Change Predicted Change to Landscape 
Character 

4 B9063 near 
Stenaquoy 

This viewpoint is 
located on the 
roadside verge of the 
main road (B9603) 
near several 
residential 
properties.  

 

1.42km South East 

 

The main outlook and focus of views from 
this viewpoint spans east to southeast 
across the Bay of Backaland. There are 
long range and expansive views across 
open sea between low level coastal 
landform in Stronsay and Sanday. The 
fish farm is a noticeable feature in the bay 
in contrast to otherwise rural qualities and 
sparsely populated buildings in Eday.  
Operational turbines at Spurness Wind 
Farm are noticeable in views northeast. 
The existing pier and associated 
infrastructure at Backaland Pier is visible 
on the coastline approximately 1.3km 
south.  

 

 

Land reclamation works including the 
construction of rock armour would be 
visible on the coastline and into the sea 
across a small part of mid-to-distant view 
south east. The main construction site 
would occupy a similar horizontal extent 
as the existing pier. There would be views 
of moving watercraft across a wider extent 
of the view but similar to water based 
existing activity on the sea.  

There would be views of watercraft 
delivering plant and materials to the 
temporary floating pier/ transfer barge 
until it is demobilised.  

Temporary lighting would be visible within 
the same part of the view as existing 
lighting at the ferry terminal.  

 

Operational: The permanent causeway 
would be barely perceptible adjacent to 
the hardstanding at Backaland Pier and 
perceptible as a very limited extension of 
coastal infrastructure in the view. 

This viewpoint is located in LCT 320 
Inclined Coastal Pasture where there are 
‘extensive views out to sea over fields 
which appear to merge with the sea’ 

Construction activity would increase the 
amount of activity in the landscape within 
a limited area already affected by similar 
activity. Whilst in use, the temporary 
floating pier/ transfer barge would 
increase the level of activity along the 
coastline and on the sea but not beyond 
existing influence of the existing pier.  

 

Operational: Considering the influence of 
the existing pier, the introduction of the 
permanent causeway would result in a 
barely perceptible change in landscape 
character from this location.  

 

 


