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APPENDIX 9.4: LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY ASSESSMENT 
The sensitivity of the host local coastal character area to the Proposed Development is assessed below.  Landscape sensitivity is not absolute and can only 
be defined in relation to each development and its location. To assess the sensitivity of a particular landscape it is good practice to consider the value attached 
to the landscape and its susceptibility to the particular form of change likely to result from the proposed development. Assessment text relates to the sensitivity 
of the landscape receptor as a whole, to the Proposed Development, with additional comments regarding the Site where relevant. In the main this has been 
taken from the Orkney and North Caithness Coastal Character Assessment (2016) (quotes shown in italics) as well as from local sources and site assessment. 
The table below is based on guidance provided within the Landscape Institute’s Technical Guidance Note 02/21 - specifically, table 1 within that document. 

Host Landscape: LCCA 5g: Eday Sound 

Factors affecting 
sensitivity 

Lower Sensitivity to 
Development 

Higher Sensitivity to 
Development 

Explanation Judgement 

Value attached to Landscapes 

Designated scenic 
quality 

No specific designation National or regional 
designation 

There are no national or local landscape designations 
coinciding with this LCCA. 

Community 

Natural Heritage Low presence of ecological or 
geological / geomorphological 
interest. 

High presence of ecological 
or geological / 
geomorphological interest. 

There is limited presence of geological features of 
interest.  

Community  

Cultural Heritage Low presence of archaeology 
or historical interests 

High presence of 
archaeology or historical 
interests 

The coast of Eday is rich in archaeology including 
chambered cairns and standing stones however, there 
is limited evidence of this within the part of this LCCA 
that coincides with the study area.  

Community  

Landscape condition/ 
quality 

Landscape in a poor state of 
repair with incongruous 
elements 

Landscape fully intact in 
good condition with limited 
incongruous elements 

The rocky foreshore coast is of mixed condition within 
the Bay of Backaland influenced by, engineered banks, 
Eday Ferry Terminal and the fish farm.  

Community  

Cultural associations No strong associations with 
notable people, events or the 
arts. 

Strong cultural associations 
with notable people, events 
or the arts, which contribute 
to perceptions of natural 
beauty. 

There are no strong associations with notable people, 
events or the arts in LCCA 5g.  

Community  
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Factors affecting 
sensitivity 

Lower Sensitivity to 
Development 

Higher Sensitivity to 
Development 

Explanation Judgement 

Distinctiveness Commonplace elements and 
features, or the landscape 
itself. Lacking distinctive and 
strongly expressed character 
and with no important 
relationship to a settlement. 

Presence of rare elements or 
features or rarity of the 
landscape itself. Landscape 
with a distinctive and clearly 
expressed character and/to 
with an important relationship 
to a settlement. 

The LCCA occurs throughout the coastal edge of Eday 
and is typical of that found in the Orkney Islands. 

Regional/Community  

Amenity and 
recreation 

Limited amenity/recreational 
function where experience of 
the landscape is important 

Well used for recreation 
where experience of the 
landscape is important; or 
forms part of a view that is 
important to a recreational 
experience. May contain 
National Trails or other long 
distance routes. 

Recreational pursuits that coincide with/ adjacent to this 
LCCA comprise of “Numerous ferry routes located off 
the southern part of the coast provide views of ferry and 
local boat traffic along with associated navigational 
aids. The pier within the Bay of Backaland the main 
route on and off the island. A large salmon farm and 
associated boats are also located just off coast within 
the Bay of Backland.” 

Regional/ 
Community  

Perceptual (Scenic) Landscape with no particular 
scenic / visual appeal. 

Landscape with strong 
appeal to the senses, 
particular visual. 

‘A number of ferry routes pass the southern part of the 
island with relatively frequent views of ferries, fishing 
boats and recreational vessels seen from the coast.‘ 

Community 

Perceptual (Wildness 
and Tranquility) 

Busy with evidence of human 
activity, well-lit.  

Remote, peaceful or with a 
sense of wildness. Dark 
skies. 

This is a well settled landscape where activities include 
coastal farming, watercraft and ferries to and from the 
ferry terminal and at the fish farm. Existing lighting at 
Eday Ferry Terminal has some influence on dark skies.   

Community  

Function No important blue/green 
infrastructure function or 
important relationship with 
national landscape 
designation. 

Landscape with important 
blue/green infrastructure 
function or strong 
relationship that is important 
to a national landscape 
designation. 

The hinterland ‘comprises relatively low lying coastal 
farmland of pasture, rough grassland and 
somescattered small arable fields’ which are of limited 
importance to blue/green infrastructure.   

Community 

Overall Judgement of Value Community 
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Factors affecting 
sensitivity 

Lower Sensitivity to 
Development 

Higher Sensitivity to 
Development 

Explanation Judgement 

Susceptibility 

Scale Landscapes where scale of 
development is similar to or 
smaller than scale of receiving 
landscape 

Landscapes where scale of 
development is larger than 
scale of receiving landscape 

Small to medium scale landscape positioned between 
the sea and the backdrop of hills. 

Medium/ Low 

Landform Smooth regular flowing, or 
uniform landscapes  

Dramatic and rugged 
landscapes  

Within the LVIA study area, the coast is predominantly 
low rocky foreshore and sweeping shingle beach. The 
hinterland is comprised of smooth flowing open 
farmland.  

Low 

Openness/enclosure Enclosed and sheltered 
landscapes 

Open and exposed 
landscapes 

Open and exposed coastal landscape.  Low 

Land cover Extensive areas of simple or 
regular landcover or simple 
and sweeping lines, linear 
feature and patterns 

Complex, intimate or mosaic 
cover 

There are extensive areas of low lying coastal farmland 
and low rocky foreshore.  

Low 

Complexity and 
patterns 

Simple and sweeping lines, 
linear feature and patterns 

Complex or irregular patterns ‘The coast of Eday is more complex than that of the other 
North Isles, comprising a diverse mix of exposed cliffs, 
low rocky foreshore, and sweeping shingle and sandy 
beaches.’ Low rocky foreshore forms the sweeping 
coastal edge within the LVIA study area.  

Medium/Low 

Built Environment Contemporary masts, pylons, 
industrial elements, buildings 
infrastructure, settlements 

Established, traditional or 
historic built character  

Built environment comprises of small scale clusters of 
farmsteads, out buildings, pier infrastructure at Eday 
Ferry Terminal and the fish farm in the bay of 
Backaland.  

Low 

Views intervisibility Generally low lying landscapes 
without distinctive landform or 
horizon 

Areas with strong features, 
focal points that define the 
setting or skyline 

‘Views from this coast are focused east out over the 
narrow Eday Sound. Panoramic views are available 
from elevated parts of the main road running the length 
of the islands central ridge. Within eastern views the 
fish farms within the sound are visible along with the tall 
wind turbines on Sanday. A few glimpsed views out to 

Medium/Low 
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Factors affecting 
sensitivity 

Lower Sensitivity to 
Development 

Higher Sensitivity to 
Development 

Explanation Judgement 

the open North Sea are available although generally 
the horizon is formed by the flat relief of Sanday and 
Stronsay. 

Within these views the tall wind turbines located on the 
southern tip of Sanday are prominent as well as 
glimpsed views of the fish farms located just off the 
coast of Eday.’ 

Landscapes that 
form settings, 
skylines, backdrops, 
focal points 

Landscapes where scale of 
development is similar to or 
smaller than scale of receiving 
landscape 

Landscapes where scale of 
development is larger than 
scale of receiving landscape 

The orientation of the land to the sea is a particularly 
characteristic feature, the fields appearing to drop away 
and merge with the sea. 

Medium 

Overall Judgement of Susceptibility Medium/Low 

Overall Judgement of Sensitivity Medium/Low 

 


