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1

Shona Morrison

From : Shona Morrison

Sent : 16 March 2023 10:38

Cc: Victoria McCusker; Jack Farnham

Subject : The West of Orkney Windfarm - Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Notice

Attachm ents: West of Orkney Windfarm_Offshore PAC Notice.pdf

Dear Sir /  Madam, 

Notice under Regulation 6(2) of the Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation)(Scotland) Regulations 2013 

I am writing to you regarding Offshore Wind Power Limited's proposed West of Orkney Windfarm. This email is to 

formally notify you of Offshore Wind Power Limited's intention to submit applications for marine licences from 

Marine Scotland for the construction of the offshore windfarm and associated transmission infrastructure.  

The proposed West of Orkney Windfarm will have the potential to generate around 2GW of renewable energy and is 

located approximately 30km west of Orkney and 25km from the north coast of Scotland. Offshore Wind Power 

Limited will be holding a series of public consultation events under the Pre Application Consultation (PAC) 

regulations to inform stakeholders about the Project and allow them to make comments to Offshore Wind Power 

Limited.  In accordance with relevant licensing legislation, a statutory Notice announcing Offshore Wind Power 

Limited's intentions and providing details of the public consultation events will be published in a local newspaper 

and on the project website a minimum of 6 weeks in advance of the event.  

A copy of the statutory Notice including a plan identifying the area in which the activity is proposed to take place 

and a description of the nature of the Project is attached. The Notice also provides details of the events, contact 

information for Offshore Wind Power Limited's West of Orkney Windfarm Project Team, and instructions on how to 

find out more about the Project or make comments.  

I trust that this is in order. However, should you have any questions or wish to discuss the West of Orkney Windfarm 

Project further, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jack Farnham 

Development Manager 
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Appendix 2a: List of stakeholders notified 

Official PAC Notice distributed to all stakeholders on eBase 

• Abbey Ecosse 

• Aberdeen Airport 

• Alistair Carmichael (MP) 

• Aspire Orkney (Engage Orkney) 

• Association of Salmon Fishery 

Boards 

• Bettyhill, Strathnaver and 

Altnaharra Community Council 

• Birsay Community Council 

• Bower Community Council 

• Brimms Tidal Array 

• British Astronomical Association 

(BAA) 

• British Shipping 

• British Telecom (BT) 

• Caithness and North Sutherland 

Regeneration Partnership 

(CNSRP) 

• Caithness Chamber of 

Commerce 

• Caithness District Salmon 

Fishery Board (CDSFB) 

• Caithness Seacoast (Private 

boat charter) 

• Caithness West Community 

Council 

• Castletown Community Council 

• CHC Scotia 

• Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) 

• Cooke Aquaculture Limited 

• Crofting Commission 

• Dawn Star Boat Tours 

• Deep Wind Offshore Cluster 

• Defence Infrastructure 

Organisation (MoD) 

• Department of Development and 

Infrastructure (Orkney Islands 

Council) 

• Department of Planning, 

Development and Regulatory 

Services (Orkney Islands 

Council) 

• Destination Orkney 

• Develop Caithness 

• Dounreay Site Restoration 

Limited 

• Dounreay Stakeholder Group 

• Dunnet and Canisbay 

Community Council 

• Durness Community Council 

• Durness Development Group 

Limited 

• Eday Partnership 

• Evie & Rendall Community 

Council 

• Fast Vessel Charters 

(Stromness based vessel 

charter) 

• Firth & Stenness Community 

Council 

• Fishing Industries 

Representative (FIR) 

• Flotta Community Council 

• Forss House Fishing 

Association 

• Friends of the Hoy Kirk 

• Gill's Bay Harbour 

• Graemsay, Hoy and Walls 

Community Council 

• Groats Boat Trips 

• H G Helicopters 

• Halkirk Community Council 

• Harray & Sandwick Community 

Council; Health and Safety 

Executive 

• Heriott-Watt, International 

Centre for Island Technology 

(ICIT) 

• Highlands and Islands Airports 

Limited (HIAL) 

• Highlands and Islands 

Enterprise (HIE) 

• Historic Environment Scotland 

(HES) 

• Holm Community Council 

• Holm Sailing Club 

• Hoy Half Marathon 

• Hoy Outdoor Centre 

• Island of Hoy Development 

Trust 

• Jamie Stone (MP) 

• John O' Groats Development 

Trust 

• Joint Nature Conservation 

Committee (JNCC) 

• Joint Radio Company 

• Kinlochbervie Community 

Council 

• Kirkwall & St. Ola Community 

Council 

• Kirkwall Grammar School 

• Kirkwall Kayak Club 

• Liam McArthur (MSP) 

• Long Distance Advisory Council  

• Longhope Sailing Club 

• Maree Todd (MSP) 

• Marine Conservation Society 

(MCS) 

• Fisheries Management Scotland 

• Marine Management 

Organisation (Scottish 

Government) 

• Orkney Marine Planning 

Partnership 

• Marine Safety Forum 
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• Marine Scotland; Marine 

Scotland - Licensing Operations 

Team (MS-LOT) 

• Marine Scotland Compliance 

(local fisheries officers) 

• Marine Scotland Marine 

Analytical Unit 

• Marine Scotland Science 

• Maritime and Coastguard 

Agency (MCA) 

• Melvich Community Council 

• MeyGen Tidal Energy Project 

• National Air Traffic Services EN-

Route PLCO (NATTS) 

• National Trust for Scotland 

• NatureScot; North and East 

Coast Regional Inshore 

Fisheries Group (NECRIFG) 

• North and West District Salmon 

Fisheries Board 

• North of Scotland Newspaper 

(John O' Groat Journal & 

Caithness Courier) 

• Northern District Salmon Fishery 

Board (NDSFB) 

• Northern Lighthouse Board 

(NLB) 

• NorthLink Ferries 

• Nuclear Decommissioning 

Authority 

• Offshore helicopter operators 

• Oil & Gas UK (OGUK) 

• Orcades Marine Management 

Consultants UK Ltd 

• Orkney College UHI 

• Orkney District Association of 

Young Farmers' Clubs 

• Orkney Dive Boats 

• Orkney Ferries 

• Orkney Field Club 

• Orkney Fisheries Association 

(OFA) 

• Orkney Fisheries Local Action 

Group 

• Orkney Fishermen's Society 

(OFS) 

• Orkney Harbours 

• Orkney Heritage Society 

• Orkney Islands Council (OIC) 

• Orkney Islands Council Marine 

Services 

• Orkney Islands Sea Angling 

Association 

• Orkney Marinas 

• Orkney Renewable Energy 

Forum (OREF) 

• Orkney Sailing Club 

• Orkney Sustainable Fisheries 

• Orkney Vintage Club 

• Orkney Woodland Project 

• Orkney Youth Forum 

• Orkney.com 

• Orphir Community Council 

• Outer Hebrides Regional 

Inshore Fishery Group 

• Paddle Orkney 

• Papa Westray Community 

Council 

• Papay Development Trust 

• Pentland Ferries 

• Pentland Firth Yacht Club 

• Pentland Floating Offshore Wind 

• RenewableUK (RUK) 

• Repsol Sinopec UK 

• Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre 

Development Trust Ltd 

• Rousay, Egilsay, Wyre and 

Gairsay Community Council 

• Royal National Lifeboat 

Institution (RNLI) (Kirkwall, 

Lochinver, Longhope, 

Stromness, and Thurso) 

• Royal Society for the Protection 

of Birds (RSPB) 

• Royal Yachting Association 

(RYA) 

• Sail Orkney (Yacht charter) 

• Sail Scotland 

• Sanday Development Trust 

• Sanday Junior High School 

• SCDI North East and Highlands 

& Islands 

• Scottish and Southern Electricity 

Networks (SSEN) (Distribution) 

• Scottish Canoe Association; 

Scottish Conservatives 

• Scottish Creel Fishermen's 

Association (SCFA) 

• Scottish Environmental 

Protection Agency (SEPA) 

• Scottish Fishermen's Federation 

(SFF) 

• Scottish Fishermen's 

Organisation (SFO) 

• Scottish Marine Environment 

Enhancement Fund (SMEEF) 

• Scottish Pelagic Fishermen's 

Association 

• Scottish Seafarms Limited 

• Scottish Surfing Federation 

• Scottish Water 

• Scottish Whitefish Producers 

Association 

• Scottish Greens 

• Scottish Wildlife Trust (SWT) 

• Scourie Community Council 

• Scourie Community 

Development Company 

• Scrabster Harbour Trust 

• Sea Kayak 59 degrees north 

(commercial kayak business) 

• Sea Mammal Research Unit 

(SMRU) 

• Seafish Industry Authority 

• Shapinsay Development Trust 

• Shetland Shellfish Management 

Organisation 

• SIMEC Atlantis Energy 
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• Space Hub Sutherland 

• SSE Transmission 

• Stand up Paddle Boarding 

(paddleboard business and 

club) 

• Strathy & Armadale Community 

Council 

• Stromness Academy 

• Stromness Community Council 

• Stromness Community 

Development Trust 

• Stromness Sailing Club 

• Stronsay Development Trust 

• Stronsay Junior High School 

• Surfers Against Sewage 

• The Association for the 

Protection of Rural Scotland 

(APRS) 

• The Crown Estate Scotland  

• The Cruising Association 

• The European Marine Energy 

Centre (EMEC) 

• The Highland Council 

• The Orcadian 

• The Orkney Partnership 

• Thurso Angling Association 

• Thurso Community Council 

• Thurso Community 

Development Trust 

• Thurso High School 

• Tongue, Melness and Skerray 

Community Council 

• Transport Scotland 

• Transport Scotland Ports and 

Harbours 

• UK Chamber of Shipping 

• Visit Scotland 

• Vulcan Nuclear Test Reactor 

• Ward Manager Caithness 

(Highland Council)  

• Watten Community Council 

• Westray Community Council 

• Westray Development Trust 

• Westray Junior High School 

• Whale and Dolphin 

Conservation Society (WDCS) 

• Wick Harbour Authority (inc 

marina) 

• Wick High School 
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Appendix 3: Door-to-door leaflet 
advertising 1st PAC events (May 2023) 
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Appendix 4: Offshore PAC Notice 
published in papers (shown in situ) 
(ROUND 4) 
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Appendix 5: Onshore PAN submitted to 
The Highland Council (registered 7th March 
2023) 
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Appendix 5a: Letter to The Highland 
Council re: amendments to dates of PAC 
events 
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Appendix 6: E-mail to Community Councils 
re: PAN 
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Appendix 7: Invitation to question & 
answer webinars (ROUND 1) 
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INVITATION TO ATTEND 

Tuesday 29th March 2022 

QUESTION & ANSWER  

WEBINARS 

12noon - 2pm  

6pm - 8pm 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

The West of Orkney Windfarm is keen to hear the views of local communities. We 

invite residents to attend one of our live WEBINARS where you will have the 

opportunity to hear from project team and ask any questions you may have about 

the project.  

Links to the webinar, which will be held on Zoom, are located on the table in the 

virtual exhibition hall. There is no need to register and you can attend these events 

anonymously.  

As a planning application has not yet been submitted, written comments should be emailed to: 
info@westoforkney.com or posted to West of Orkney Windfarm, c/o Green Investment Group, Atria 
One, Morrison Street, Edinburgh EH3 8EX. Representations to Marine Scotland and the local Planning 
Authorities can be made when a formal planning application is made.  
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Appendix 8: Advert for launch events/ 
virtual exhibition (ROUND 1) 
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INVITATION TO ATTEND 

Virtual Public Exhibition 

from Monday 21st March 

Online QUESTION & ANSWER sessions 

12noon-2pm and 6pm-8pm, Tuesday 29th March 2022 

The West of Orkney Windfarm is keen to hear the views of local communities. We invite 
residents to visit our virtual public exhibition and attend one of our live question and answer 
sessions with the project team.  

In January, a consortium comprising Macquarie’s Green Investment Group, TotalEnergies, and 
Scottish offshore wind developer RIDG successfully secured rights in the Crown Estate Scotland’s 
ScotWind leasing round to develop a 2GW offshore windfarm around 30km west of Orkney and 
around 25km north of Caithness. The proposal includes two power export options: one via a grid 
connection agreement with National Grid at or near the existing Spittal substation in Caithness, 
and a second via an exclusive partnership to power the proposed Flotta Hydrogen Hub on Flotta, 
Orkney.  

The virtual exhibition and online events will be accessible here from 21st March: 

www.westoforkney.com/events  

As a planning application has not yet been submitted, written comments should be emailed to: 
info@westoforkney.com or posted to West of Orkney Windfarm, c/o Green Investment Group, Atria One, 
Morrison Street, Edinburgh EH3 8EX.  Representations to Marine Scotland and the local Planning Authorities 
can be made when a formal planning application is made. 
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Appendix 9: Onshore Notice re: 1st PAC 
events published in papers (shown in situ) 
(ROUND 4) 
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Appendix 10: Onshore Notice re: 2nd PAC 
events published in papers (shown in situ) 
(ROUND 5) 
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Appendix 11: Exhibition boards from 2nd 
onshore PAC event (ROUND 5) 
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Appendix 12: Community Engagement 
Plan (CEP) 
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Strictly confidential 

West of Orkney Windfarm 

Company: West of Orkney Windfarm Asset: Whole Asset 

Project: Whole Windfarm Sub Project/Package: Community Engagement  

Document Title: Community Engagement Plan    

Document Number:  100-WOW-CON-K-GA-0002-01 Contractor Ref: N/A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document and any information therein are confidential property of West of Orkney Windfarm and without infringement 

neither the whole nor any extract may be disclosed, loaned, copied or used for manufacturing, provision of services or other 

purposes whatsoever without prior written consent of West of Orkney Windfarm, and no liability is accepted for loss or damage 

from any cause whatsoever from the use of the document. West of Orkney Windfarm retains the right to alter the document at 

any time unless a written statement to the contrary has been appended 

 

Rev Number Date Status/Reason for 

Changing 

Author Checked by Approved by 

1 17
th

 June 2022 First Issue VMC LF JF 
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Strictly confidential 

West of Orkney Windfarm 

Important notice and disclaimer 

This document and any information herein is the confidential property of West of Orkney Wind (trading name of Corio 

Generation Limited) and neither the whole nor any extract may be disclosed to any third party, reproduced or used for any 

purpose without the prior written consent of West of Orkney Wind. West of Orkney Wind accepts no liability for the accuracy or 

completeness of the information in this document nor for any loss or damage arising from the use of such information.  
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West of Orkney Windfarm 8 

Table 3: Summary of engagement approach using SP=EED Framework 

Criterion Giving Information Consulting and Listening 
Actions by  

West of Orkney Windfarm  

Transparency and 
Integrity 

The purpose of the engagement 
is clear and people can find out 
about it easily. 

Rights to participate are clearly 
explained and opportunities to 
express opinions are publicised. 

Plans for engagement clearly 
articulated in CEP. 

Co-ordination 

The timetable for the 
engagement process published 
and relevant relationships 
explained. 

The timetable for the 
engagement process includes 
adequate periods for meetings, 
public events and discussions 
with stakeholders. 

Draft timetable included in CEP 
and based on Project timeline 
and extensive experience on 
other projects. 

Information 
Information will be relevant, 
accurate and comprehensible to 
the target audience. 

Information will be 
communicated and shared, 
aiming to invite feedback. 

Range of formats and 
communication channels. Use 
of clear, unambiguous and 
jargon-free language. 

Appropriateness 

Information will be presented to 
suit its intended audience and 
can be accessed by all 
stakeholders at each stage of 
the process. 

Engagement processes to fit 
the situation to be used, with 
opportunities for discussion and 
for answers to be raised and 
answered. 

Consultation with community 
leaders on draft CEP to ensure 
approach is appropriate to local 
context(s). 

Responsiveness 
Relevant information will be 
provided at every stage of the 
process. 

Findings from the engagement 
process will be analysed, 
disseminated, and potentially 
incorporated. 

Iterative programme of 
engagement to allow for 
responding to feedback and re-
engaging as necessary. 

Inclusiveness 

Relevant representative groups/ 
organisations identified and 
information designed and 
disseminated to reach them. 

Emphasis on allowing the 
voices of seldom heard groups 
and those most likely to be 
affected to be heard. 

Analysis of local stakeholder 
landscape and consultation with 
community leaders to ensure 
representativeness and identify 
potential issues and 
communication needs. 

Monitoring and 
Evaluation 

Distribution of information and 
feedback received on the 
engagement process will be 
analysed after the process is 
completed. 

Monitoring and evaluation of the 
engagement process will take 
place on an on-going basis. 

Ongoing monitoring and review 
of engagement including 
alterations to approach as 
required. Full reporting in line 
with planning legislation. 

Learning and Sharing 

Lessons from the engagement 
process will be identified and 
lead to on-going improvements 
in quality. 

Lessons from the engagement 
process will be reviewed and 
shared with a focus on learning 
and training. 

Lessons from previous 
engagement programmes have 
already informed CEP. Ongoing 
review to identify opportunities 
for continuous improvement. 

4.4.3 Verifying Engagements  

An ongoing review process will ensure compliance with the principles of the SP=EED framework. For example, by 

comparing the demographic profiles of community participants against profiles of the target population we will be able to 

assess whether the responses received are representative of the community as a whole. This will help to verify whether the 

engagement is appropriate and inclusive in line with the SP=EED model or whether changes to the approach are required.    

4.4.4 Main Areas to be Consulted on 

At the outset, we have consulted on the consultation process itself to establish the ways in which communities wish to be 

engaged.  Feedback from stakeholders, including community leaders and representatives, has been used to refine this 

community engagement plan to make it as effective as possible in delivering the consultation objectives. This will be an 

iterative process throughout the life of the Project. Key topics for the engagement are expected to include those illustrated in 

Figure 4. 
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Figure 4: Topics to be Consulted on 

 

4.5 Community benefits  

From the outset, the Project team is considering ways in which the Project can benefit communities.  Engaging local 

communities and other interested stakeholders in discussions surrounding community benefit will help to direct any potential 

expenditure to areas of greatest need. The Project team proposes to discuss the timing and format of these discussions with 

community leaders.  Suggested community benefits could include actions to:  

 Reduce dependence on fossil fuels 

 Improve the stability of the electricity supply 

 Support energy efficiency programmes (eg: through the Warmer Homes Scotland scheme) 

 Enhance employability through skills development  

 Create employment opportunities 

 Support affordable housing initiatives 

 

4.6 Proposed timeline for development  

An indicative Project timeline has been prepared, as illustrated in Figure 5. It may be subject to change and refinement as 

the Project develops. The indicative timeline has been used as the basis for developing the community engagement plan 

and the key engagement activities are timed to reflect when information will become available as the Project evolves. 

Offshore 
works 

EIA scope & 

outputs Onshore 

works 

Supply chain 

Offtake works 
Community 

benefit 

Engagement Topics 
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Figure 5: Indicative Project Timeline 
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Contacts 

Name: Jack Farnham  Name: Liz Foubister 

Title: Development Manager  Title: EIA Manager 

   

    

    

 

Name: Victoria McCusker  Name: Shona Morrison 

Title: Stakeholder Manager  Title: Stakeholder Assistant  

   

    

    

 

 
 
 

<Redacted>
<Redacted>

<Redacted>
<Redacted>
<Redacted>

<Redacted>
<Redacted>
<Redacted>

<Redacted>
<Redacted>
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Appendix 13: Exhibition boards from 
virtual exhibition (ROUND 1) 
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WELCOME 

Welcome to the virtual public exhibition and consultation for the West of 

Orkney Windfarm.  

This is the first of a number of public consultation events designed to keep 

local residents and other interested stakeholders up-to-date and obtain 

feedback as the Project progresses. As this is our first public event, we 

would like to introduce the Project and its partners, illustrate the work we 

have done to date, and outline the surveys and studies ahead.  

We are committed to working with local communities and stakeholders to 

help shape our proposal and we invite you to join one of our live Question 

& Answer sessions or make comments through our feedback form.  

This consultation is virtual to minimise the risk of transmitting COVID-19 in 

the local community. However, the exhibition layout is similar to a 

traditional public exhibition with information boards about the proposal and 

instructions on how to provide feedback or find out more information.  

LI VE QUESTI ON & ANSWER SESSI ONS  

The Project team will be available to answer any 

further questions you may have via live webinars 

which will be held on: 

© Tuesday 29th March, 12noon-2pm  

© Tuesday 29th March, 6pm-8pm 

FURTHER I NFORMATI ON 

Our website w w w .w estoforkney.com provides 

further information about the Project and will be 

updated with details about upcoming events. We 

would love to hear from you so please do not 

hesitate to get in touch, either by completing the 

feedback form or emailing us at 

info@w estoforkney.com 

FEEDBACK 

You can provide feedback on the proposal 

through the feedback form in this virtual 

exhibition which is located on the table in the 

middle of the hall. This is the first of a series of 

events that we will hold at key stages during the 

development of the proposal. This will include pre

-application community consultation events which 

will take place before we submit planning and 

associated consent applications.   

   

GREEN I NVESTMENT 

GROUP  
TOTALENERGI ES  RI DG 

Owned by Macquarie, the 

world’s largest infrastructure 

investor, with ownership of 

over 40% of UK’s operational 

offshore wind farms.  

One of the largest offshore 

operators on the UK 

continental shelf, majority 

owner of Seagreen Offshore 

Windfarm and the      

Shetland Gas Plant.  

Scottish offshore wind project 

developer with over 40 years’ 

experience in the sector, set up 

to deliver high value projects 

alongside strategic partners.  

WHO ARE WE 

The West of Orkney Windfarm is being developed by Offshore Wind Power 

Limited (OWPL) which is a joint venture owned by three companies:  
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WEST OF ORKNEY WI NDFARM 

THE PROJECT 

The West of Orkney Windfarm is located approximately 30km off the coast 

of Orkney and around 25km north of the Scottish mainland. The expected 

capacity of the windfarm will be 2GW with first power generated in 2029.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Project has a grid connection agreement with National Grid for a 

connection in Caithness. Additionally, the Project partners are exploring an 

option to power the Flotta Hydrogen Hub. There is a potential for both 

power export options to be utilised. The map illustrates the areas within 

which project infrastructure may be located.  

The windfarm will be located in the N1 Plan Option (PO) area which was 

identified as a potential site for offshore wind development by the Scottish 

Government through its marine planning process. 

The area proposed for deployment of the wind turbines, known as the 

Option Agreement Area (OAA), was developed through an iterative 

mapping exercise avoiding key constraints, supplemented by consultation 

with key stakeholders. The constraints analysis resulted in an OAA that 

both maximises the potential for renewable energy production, whilst 

retaining flexibility ahead of final design to accommodate technical and 

environmental considerations.   

With a maximum capacity of 2GW, the West of Orkney Windfarm will 

require around half of the total option agreement area which extends to 

657km2. The wind turbine layout will be determined once the design 

optimisation process has been completed.  

The Project is currently considering both fixed-bottom foundations and 

floating substructures for the wind turbines. This will be determined once 

seabed surveys are completed. 

I NVESTI NG I N SCOTLAND  

The West of Orkney Windfarm is targeting 

60% UK content throughout the Project’s 

lifetime, with 40% coming from Scotland. 

This will be achieved by: 

© Committing £140 million during the initial 

development phase to develop the supply 

chain and ensure high levels of content 

from Scottish and UK companies. 

© Supporting significant employment 

opportunities and helping Scotland meet 

their net zero targets. 

© Providing the renewable power necessary 

to generate green hydrogen at the 

proposed Flotta Hydrogen Hub on the 

island of Flotta in Orkney.  
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THE SECTORAL MARI NE PLAN & SCOTWI ND 

SCOTWI ND LEASI NG ROUND 

In November 2017, Crown Estate Scotland which is 

responsible for the management of marine assets in Scotland 

announced their intention to run a leasing round for 

commercial scale offshore wind energy projects in Scottish 

waters. This was the first offshore wind leasing round in 

Scotland for over a decade and was named ‘ScotWind’. To 

inform the spatial development of this leasing round, Marine 

Scotland, as Planning Authority for Scotland’s seas, was 

required to undertake a planning exercise, in accordance 

with relevant EU, UK and Scottish legislation.  

THE SECTORAL MARI NE PLAN 

Following more than two years of extensive analysis, 

consideration and engagement with stakeholders, the 

Sectoral Marine Plan was published in October 2020. The 

Plan identified 15 areas known as Plan Options (POs) for the 

future development of commercial-scale offshore wind 

energy in Scotland. These POs were selected based on an 

iterative process of opportunity and constraints analysis 

including Strategic Environmental Assessment, Habitats 

Regulations Appraisal and Socio-Economic Impact 

Assessment, amongst other studies. 

WEST OF ORKNEY WI NDFARM 

In January 2022, OWPL was successful in securing an Option 

Agreement from Crown Estate Scotland through the ScotWind 

leasing process for the “N1” Plan Option area.  The West of 

Orkney Windfarm lies wholly within the N1 area. 
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OFFSHORE PROPOSAL 
Offshore infrastructure associated with the Project will comprise:  

© The offshore array area which will include: 

v  Up to 125 wind turbine generators occupying approximately 

50% of the Option Agreement Area and with a maximum tip 

height of 370 metres 

v  Turbine foundations/  supporting structures – fixed or floating 

v  Up to five offshore substation platforms 

v  Inter-array cables linking the wind turbines and offshore 

substation platforms 

© Infrastructure associated with the export of power from the 

offshore array area which will include: 

v  Up to five export cables to Caithness 

v  Up to five export cables to Flotta, Orkney. These will cross both 

the offshore area west of Orkney and Scapa Flow and include 

onshore elements across the island of Hoy and potentially Fara 

WI ND TURBI NE LAYOUT & 

EXPORT CABLE ROUTES 

The wind turbine layout and export cable 

routes will be determined once the design 

optimisation process has been completed.  

This process will balance a range of key 

factors including wind turbine choice, 

foundation structure, wind turbine spacing 

and wind direction, seabed characteristics, 

metocean conditions, benthic habitats 

navigational safety and fisheries 

considerations amongst other constraints.  

Foundation options under consideration 

Monopile Jacket 
Gravity 
Based 

Foundations fixed to the seabed 

Barge Tension Leg Semi-submersible 

Floating foundations  
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ONSHORE PROPOSAL 

Onshore infrastructure associated with the Project will comprise: 

© Caithness: 

v  Onshore substation located at or near to the existing Scottish 

Hydro Electric Transmission (SHE Transmission) Spittal 

substation  

v  Up to five underground cables 

© Orkney: 

v  Onshore substation located near to the existing Flotta Oil 

Terminal and proposed Flotta Hydrogen Hub 

v  Up to five underground cables to Flotta, across the islands of 

Hoy and potentially Fara 

No overhead lines are planned for the Project.  

I t is anticipated that open-cut trenching will be the primary 

installation method, however this will be reviewed once the 

onshore cable routes are finalised. Horizontal directional drilling 

may be required, if obstacles are encountered, including sensitive 

features such as water courses and crossings with railways.   

The onshore substations will include electrical equipment required 

to connect the project to the grid and/or the Flotta Hydrogen Hub. 

In addition to the area required for the footprint of the onshore 

substations, temporary working areas will also be required during 

construction.   

THE FLOTTA HYDROGEN HUB 

© The Flotta Hydrogen Hub is a proposed green hydrogen 

production and export facility on the island of Flotta in 

Orkney. 

© The Project would utilise a repurposed area of the Flotta 

Oil Terminal to create a green hydrogen hub which would 

offer new employment possibilities, a maritime low carbon 

refuelling port and significant inward investment.  

© The electricity generated from the offshore windfarm will 

be used to power the Hydrogen Hub. 

© The Flotta Hydrogen hub is a separate project to the West 

of Orkney Windfarm and will be the subject of a separate 

planning application.  

Photo credit: ©  Colin Keldie 

Location of proposed Flotta Hydrogen Hub at the existing Flotta Oil Terminal 

Through the Environmental Impact Assessment process, and in consultation with the public and stakeholders, the locations of 

the Project infrastructure will continue to be refined. Further site selection work will be undertaken following the completion of 

survey work and additional technical, environmental, and commercial discussions and studies.  

Orkney coastline 
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CONSENTS & ASSESSMENTS 

PROJECT CONSENTS 

The consenting process for the West of Orkney Windfarm and its associated infrastructure is quite complex as it spans a number of 

jurisdictions and regulatory frameworks. Scottish Ministers, through Marine Scotland, are the relevant decision makers for the 

offshore consents and licences. The Highland Council (THC) and Orkney Islands Council (OIC) are the decision makers for the 

relevant onshore consents.  

Assessment  Of fshore EI A Report  Onshore EI A Report  

Physical 

Environment 

© Physical & Coastal Processes 

© Water & Sediment Quality   

© Geology & Hydrology    

© Air Quality, Noise & Vibration 

Biological 

Environment 

© Benthic & Intertidal Ecology  

© Fish & Shellfish Ecology  

© Ornithology  

© Marine Mammals & Megafauna 

© Freshwater Ecology  

© Terrestrial Non-Avian Ecology  

© Terrestrial Ornithology   

Human 

Environment 

© Commercial Fisheries  

© Shipping & Navigation  

© Archaeology & Cultural Heritage 

© Military & Aviation  

© Seascape, Landscape & Visual  

© Other Sea Users  

© Socio-economics 

© Land-use & Other Users  

© Archaeology & Cultural Heritage  

© Traffic & Access  

© Landscape & Visual       

EIA is a process which identifies and 

assesses the potential environmental effects 

of a development. I t informs the design of 

the Project from an environmental 

perspective and identifies mitigation 

measures to minimise and manage the 

impacts of the Project on the surrounding 

environment.   

One of the first tasks in the EIA process is 

to prepare a Scoping Report outlining the 

surveys and studies proposed, based on 

initial assessments. The Scoping Report for 

the West of Orkney Windfarm was 

submitted at the beginning of March 2022. 

The table outlines the topics proposed for 

consideration during the EIA. 

ENVI RONMENTAL I MPACT ASSESSMENT (EI A)  

Map showing extent of relevant consenting areas 



  

80 

                                                                                                    

  

PROJECT SURVEYS 
To further understand the local environment, 

guide the design of the Project, and inform the 

extent of any potential impacts it may have, a 

broad variety of surveys are being undertaken.  

The Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

will present the findings of these surveys along 

with proposed mitigation and management 

measures. The table below outlines the key 

surveys associated with the Project. 

Survey Purpose St atus 

Geosciences 

© Geophysical and geotechnical surveys to understand the physical characteristics and technical stability of the 

seabed.  

© These surveys inform wind turbine foundation /  substructure design and offshore cable routing. 

Ongoing 

Metocean  

© Variety of equipment installed offshore and onshore to understand the wind resource and wave and tidal 

characteristics of the offshore array area.  

© These surveys inform turbine layout and foundation /  substructure design.  

Planned 

Benthic  
© Visual and sediment samples of the seabed to characterise habitats and species in the offshore array area and 

along potential cable routes to shore.  
Planned 

Seabirds & marine 

mammals 

© Offshore aerial surveys to identify species present in the offshore array area and how their distribution and 

abundance varies across the site and between different seasons of the year, and between years. 
Ongoing 

Fish ecology © Surveys to characterise those seabed habits and offshore areas important for fish spawning and juvenile fish. Planned 

Fisheries 
© Engagement with the fisheries stakeholders to understand how the offshore array area and potential cable 

routes to shore are used. 
Ongoing 

Marine traffic 
© Surveys of the offshore array area during the summer and winter to understand shipping activities and 

patterns. 
Planned 

Seascape, landscape 

& visual amenity 

© Surveys to corroborate desk-based research, capture baseline photography from agreed viewpoint locations 

and undertake the assessment of potential effects. 
Planned 

Onshore ecology 
© Surveys to assess the impacts on protected and sensitive habitats and species such as peat bog, freshwater 

habitats, birds and otters amongst others. 
Ongoing 

Archaeology 
© Offshore geophysical data will be assessed by marine archaeologists.  

© Walkover surveys onshore to identify any previously undiscovered archaeological interests. 
Planned 

Other onshore 

surveys 

© Walkover surveys to confirm land use and other constraints.  

© Potential traffic counts and baseline noise surveys depending on final project locations. 
Planned 

Socio economics 
© Engagement with the local and national supply chain, and wider industry in order to ascertain positive and 

negative impacts which may result from the Project. 
Planned 

Photo:  ©  MMT/  OI  2nd Officer Duncan Campbell 

MMT survey vessel OSV Relume AXYS floating LiDAR system 

Photo: ©  AXYS 

Photo: ©  HiDef 
Photo: ©  Caledonian Conservation Ltd  
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STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
Effective engagement with stakeholders is the best way to deliver a 

sustainable Project that maximises economic and environmental 

benefits.  The Project team is fully committed to engage early and 

regularly with stakeholders to build long-term relationships based on 

mutual trust and respect.  

Whilst a key objective is to secure relevant consents with minimal 

delays, our ultimate aim is to create the best possible Project by 

sourcing expert technical knowledge alongside local insights and 

views. 

We will not engage for the sake of engaging and instead will engage 

more intensively when new information is available or specific 

approval is required. The engagement schedule will therefore be 

aligned with the overall Project timeline. 

Early discussions with certain stakeholders started during preparation 

of the ScotWind bid and EIA Scoping Report and ahead of the 

offshore geophysical surveys. The Project team is now keen to meet 

with local communities and strategic stakeholders to share 

information about the proposals and find out your views which is why 

we have devised this virtual exhibition and associated live Question 

and Answer sessions.  

We are very interested in hearing your views 

and would encourage you to complete a 

feedback form (located on the table in the 

‘virtual exhibition hall’) or send us an email 

to: info@westoforkney.com. 

Our initial understanding of the West of Orkney Windfarm’s key stakeholders 

Grid 

© Scottish Hydro 

Electric Transmission 

© National Grid 

© Ofgem 

Flot t a 

Hydrogen Hub 

© Repsol Sinopec 

© Uniper 

© EMEC 

Polit ical 

© Scottish Government 

© UK Government 

© Transboundary bodies 

Community 

© Orkney Community 

Councillors 

© Caithness & Sutherland 

Community Councillors 

© Development Trusts 

© Community Groups 

© Local residents 

© Media 

Regulat ors 

© Scottish Government/  

Marine Scotland Licensing & 

Operations Team (MS-LOT) 

© The Highland Council 

© Orkney Islands Council 

Supply Chain &  Skil ls 

© Orkney Harbour Authority 

© Scrabster Harbour Trust 

© Port of Cromarty Firth 

© Energy Skills Partnership 

© Global Energy Group 

© JGC Fabrications 

© Harland & Wolff 

© University of Highlands   

& Islands 

EI A Consult ees 

© NatureScot 

© Scottish Environment 

Protection Agency (SEPA) 

© Marine Scotland Science 

© Historic Environment Scotland 

© Northern Lighthouse Board 

© Maritime & Coastguard 

Agency 

© Non-statutory consultees 

Stakeholder  Working 

Groups 

© Commercial Fisheries 

© Marine Ecology 

© Shipping & Navigation 

© Seascape & Landscape 

© Socio-Economic & Tourism 

March 2022 

Public consultation 

event 1 

  March 2022 

Scoping Report submitted  
  

   June 2022 

Receipt of Scoping Opinion 
  

Q3/  Q4 2022 

Pre-application              

public consultation       

events   

  Q3 2022 

Offshore aerial bird & 

mammal surveys complete   

  
Q4 2022 

Seabed surveys complete     

Q3 2022 -  Q1 2023 

Marine traffic surveys 

  

Q1 2023 

Onshore surveys complete  Q4 2022 -  Q1 2023 

Offshore EIA 

preparation 

  

Q2/  Q3 2023 

Pre-application public 

consultation events 

  Q2 2023 

Offshore consents 

application 

  

  
Q2/  Q3 2023 

Onshore EIA preparation     

Q4 2023 

Onshore consents 

application 

  

 
  

 
  2024 

Consent determination   

2027 

Commence 

construction 

  

 
  

 

  
2029 

First power   

Indicative West of Orkney Windfarm Project timeline 
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Appendix 14: Exhibition boards from 
summer shows (ROUND 2) 
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Appendix 15: Exhibition boards from 
autumn events (ROUND 3) 
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Appendix 16: Exhibition boards from 1st 
onshore/ offshore PAC event (ROUND 4) 
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Appendix 17: Adverts for summer shows 
(ROUND 2) 
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West of Orkney Windfarm 

Proud sponsor of  
the Dounby Show 

westoforkney.com  

We would love to hear your thoughts on the proposed 
West of Orkney offshore windfarm. To learn more about 
the project and tell us what you think, please come and 

visit us on our stand at the Show. 

FREE KIDS’ 

COMPETITION  

at th
e Show 

 

West of Orkney Windfarm 

Proud sponsor of the  
Durness Highland Gathering 

westoforkney.com  

We would love to hear your thoughts on the proposed 
West of Orkney offshore windfarm. To learn more 

about the project and tell us what you think, please 
come and visit us on our stand at the Gathering. 

FREE KIDS’ 

COMPETITION  

at th
e  

Gatherin
g 

 

West of Orkney Windfarm 

Proud sponsor of  
the Orkney County Show 

westoforkney.com  

We would love to hear your thoughts on the proposed 
West of Orkney offshore windfarm. To learn more about 
the project and tell us what you think, please come and 

visit us on our stand at the Show. 

FREE KIDS ’ 

COMPETITION  

at th
e Show 

 

West of Orkney Windfarm 

Proud sponsor of the  
Halkirk Highland Games 

westoforkney.com  

We would love to hear your thoughts on the proposed 
West of Orkney offshore windfarm. To learn more 

about the project and tell us what you think, please 
come and visit our stand at the Games. 

FREE KIDS’ 

COMPETITION  

at th
e Games 
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Appendix 18: Advert for autumn events 
(ROUND 3) 

  



  

117 

                                                                                                    

 

  



  

118 

                                                                                                    

Appendix 19: Leaflets for events 
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INVITATION TO ATTEND 

PRE-APPLICATION 
CONSULTATION EVENTS 
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West of Orkney Windfarm 
Offshore Wind Power Limited plans to submit marine licence and planning 
applications to construct offshore wind turbines and associated transmission 
infrastructure for the West of Orkney Windfarm. The proposed windfarm will 
have the potential to generate around 2GW of renewable energy and is located 
around 30km west of Orkney and 25km from the north coast of Scotland.  

The key components of the Project are: 

OFFSHORE 

· Up to 125 wind turbine generators with 
fixed turbine foundations 

· Up to five offshore substations linked to 
the wind turbines via inter-array cables 

· Up to five export cables to Caithness 

Consent applications associated with connecting to the proposed Flotta 
Hydrogen Hub will be submitted later and will be subject to further consultation. 

The plan below identifies the location of the proposed West of Orkney Windfarm 
and associated offshore and onshore transmission infrastructure:  

ONSHORE 

· New substation at or near the 
existing Spittal substation 

· Up to five underground cables 
from the landfall point to the 
substation 
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As part of our mission to deliver a world-leading offshore windfarm, we are 
keen to communicate openly with communities across the north of Scotland and 
offer multiple opportunities for us to meet and hear your views. 

We've already attended a number of local events including the Durness 
Gathering, the Halkirk Games, the Dounby Show and the Orkney County Show.  
It was great to meet so many local residents and visitors alike and to hear your 
views on the project. 

We have now analysed the feedback we have received to date and would like 
to share with you an overview of that analysis. We would also like to provide 
you with a Project update and some more detailed insights into a number of the 
environmental assessments we have been undertaking.  

We’d like to encourage as many people as possible to attend one of our local 
pre-application consultation events, where you will get a chance to meet the 
development team, ask questions and offer feedback. 

The dates and venues of the community consultation events are as follows: 

Kirkwall 

Orkney Harbour Authority,  
Kiln Corner 

Tue 22nd Nov  

10am - 2pm 

Stromness  

Stromness Community Centre 

Tue 22nd Nov  

4pm - 8pm 

Hoy 

North Walls Community School 

Wed 23rd Nov 

4pm - 8pm 

Kirkwall  

Pickaquoy Centre 

Thu 24th Nov 

3pm - 7.30pm 

Spittal 

Spittal Village Hall 

Mon 28th Nov 

4pm - 8pm 

Bettyhill 

Bettyhill Village Hall 

Tue 29th Nov  

3pm - 7.30pm 

Thurso 

North Coast Visitor Centre 

Wed 30th Nov 

3pm - 7.30pm 

Community consultation 
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Contact us 

01786 820 111 

info@westoforkney.com  

Freepost FCHANGE 

Please note 

As marine licence/ planning 
consent applications have not 
yet been submitted, written 
comments submitted on this 
questionnaire will be received by 
West of Orkney Windfarm only. 

Representations to Marine 
Scotland and the local planning 
authorities can be made when 
formal marine licence/ planning 
applications are made. 

We are continuing to prepare our Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) to be 
submitted with our marine licence and planning applications. We plan to submit 
the applications for the wind turbines and offshore infrastructure in the summer 
of 2023.  Applications for the onshore infrastructure on Caithness will be 
submitted later in 2023.  Consent applications associated with connecting to the 
proposed Flotta Hydrogen Hub will be submitted at a later date and will be 
subject to further consultation. 

We are continuing to receive your feedback, which we are using to inform the 
development of the West of Orkney Windfarm.  If you can’t make it to one of 
our events or would rather not attend, there are a number of ways you can find 
out more or provide your feedback. You can get in touch by phoning, emailing 
or writing to us using the contact details below.  

We have also developed a short community questionnaire as another way for 
you to express your opinion about the project. Every person who completes a 
questionnaire will have the opportunity to enter into a monthly prize draw to win 
a £50 voucher.  (Contact details provided for the prize draw will only be retained 
for that purpose and will be deleted thereafter.) 

In addition, we have developed a virtual public exhibition which remains open 
and can be visited via our website. The questionnaire can also be accessed via 
our website or by using the QR code below. 

www.westoforkney.com 

What happens next? 

Please scan the 
QR code to 
access the 
community 
questionnaire 
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INVITATION TO ATTEND 

PRE-APPLICATION 
CONSULTATION EVENTS 

(REVISED DATES ENCLOSED) 

REVISED DATES 
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West of Orkney Windfarm 
Offshore Wind Power Limited plans to submit consent applications to construct 
offshore wind turbines and associated transmission infrastructure for the West of 
Orkney Windfarm. The proposed windfarm will have the potential to generate 
around 2GW of renewable energy and is located around 30km west of Orkney 
and 25km from the north coast of Scotland.  

The key components of the Project are: 

OFFSHORE 

· Up to 125 wind turbine generators with 
fixed turbine foundations 

· Up to five offshore substations linked to 
the wind turbines via inter-array cables 

· Up to five export cables to Caithness 

Consent applications associated with connecting to the proposed Flotta 
Hydrogen Hub will be submitted later and will be subject to further consultation. 

The plan below identifies the location of the proposed West of Orkney Windfarm 
and associated offshore and onshore transmission infrastructure:  

ONSHORE 

· New substation at or near the 
existing Spittal substation 

· Up to five underground cables 
from the landfall point to the 
substation 
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As part of our mission to deliver a world-leading offshore windfarm, we are 
keen to communicate openly with communities across the north of Scotland and 
offer multiple opportunities for us to meet and hear your views. We've already 
attended a number of local events including the Durness Gathering, the Halkirk 
Games, the Dounby Show and the Orkney County Show. In November, we 
organised a Project specific consultation event in seven venues across 
Caithness, Sutherland and Orkney which were well attended.   

We have now analysed the feedback we have received to date and would like 
to share with you an overview of that analysis. We would also like to provide 
you with a Project update and some more detailed insights into a number of the 
environmental assessments we have been undertaking.  

We’d like to encourage as many people as possible to attend one of our local 
pre-application consultation events, where you will get a chance to meet the 
development team, ask questions and offer feedback. 

You may have received a leaflet advising of future consultation events 
commencing in March 2023. We have decided to delay these events for a few 
weeks and extend the date by which comments should be submitted. The 
planned pre-application consultation events will now take place in May 2023 on 
the dates and in the venues detailed below: 

Thurso 

The Pentland Hotel 

Tue 16th May  

3.30pm - 7.30pm 

Strathy 

Strathy Village Hall 

Wed 17th May   

3.30pm - 7.30pm 

Halkirk 

Ross Institute 

Thu 18th May 

3.30pm - 7.30pm 

Kirkwall 

Orkney Harbour Authority, Kiln Corner 

Tue 23rd May 

10am - 2pm 

Sandwick 

Sandwick Community Hall 

Tue 23rd May 

4pm - 8pm 

Kirkwall 

LPVG Room, Pickaquoy Centre 

Wed 24th May 

3.30pm - 7.30pm 

Stromness 

Robert Rendall Building, ICIT 

Thu 25th May  

3.30pm - 7.30pm 

Community consultation 
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INVITATION TO ATTEND 

PRE-APPLICATION 
CONSULTATION EVENTS 

ONSHORE INFRASTRUCTURE 

JUNE 2023 
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West of Orkney Windfarm 
Offshore Wind Power Limited plans to submit consent applications to construct 
offshore wind turbines and associated onshore transmission infrastructure for 
the West of Orkney Windfarm. The proposed windfarm will have the potential to 
generate around 2GW of renewable energy and is located around 30km west of 
Orkney and 25km from the north coast of Scotland. The onshore infrastructure 
will include up to 33km of buried cables and a new substation at or near Spittal. 

The key components of the Project are: 

OFFSHORE 

• Up to 125 wind turbine generators with 
fixed turbine foundations 

• Up to five offshore substations linked 
to the wind turbines via inter-array 
cables 

• Up to five export cables to Caithness 

The plan below identifies the location of the proposed West of Orkney Windfarm 
and associated offshore and onshore transmission infrastructure:  

ONSHORE 

• New substation at or near the 
existing Spittal substation 

• Up to five underground cables 
from the landfall point to the 
substation 
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As part of our mission to deliver a world-leading offshore windfarm, we are 
keen to communicate openly with communities across the north of Scotland and 
offer multiple opportunities for us to meet and hear your views. We attended 
local events such as the Durness Gathering and the Halkirk Games in July 2022. 
In November, we organised a Project specific consultation event in seven 
venues across Caithness, Sutherland and Orkney. We subsequently hosted a 
series of Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) events in three venues in Thurso, 
Strathy, and Halkirk in May 2023.  

We will now be hosting further onshore-specific PAC events in June 2023 to 
discuss the onshore infrastructure related to the Project, including the 
associated substation and onshore cable route.  

We’d like to encourage as many people as possible to attend one of our local 
Pre-Application Consultation events, where you will get a chance to meet the 
development team, ask questions and offer feedback on our proposals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are unable to attend our events or would rather not attend, there are 
several ways you can find out more or provide your feedback. The virtual public 
exhibition remains open and can be visited via our website. This replicates the 
information displayed at the most recent events. 

You can get in touch by phoning, emailing or writing to us using the contact 
details overleaf.  

We have also developed a short community questionnaire, 
which is focused on the proposed onshore infrastructure of 
the Project as another way for you to provide feedback. 
This can be accessed by scanning the QR code or visiting 
the website. 

 

Thurso 

The Pentland Hotel 

Tuesday 20th June 

3.30pm - 7.30pm 

Halkirk 

Ross Institute 

Wednesday 21st June 

3.30pm - 7.30pm 

Community consultation 
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Appendix 20: Community questionnaire – 
whole project 
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Please turn over 
 

  

Community Questionnaire LOCATION: 
(office use only) 

 

 
 

We are keen to receive your feedback which we will use to inform the development of the West of Orkney 
Windfarm. This short questionnaire is one of the ways in which you are able to express your opinion about 
the project. We would also welcome your feedback on our consultation and any suggestions you may have 
for future engagement activities.  

This is an anonymous survey and the results will be summarised.  

Please note: as consent applications have not yet been submitted, written comments submitted on this form 
will be received by West of Orkney Windfarm only. Representations to Marine Scotland and the local 
Planning Authorities can be made when formal applications are made.  

Your views… (Please one box only) 

Q1 In general, what is your attitude towards climate change?  

 
I think it’s something we  
need to take action on now 

 
I don’t believe that climate  
change is an issue of concern 

 
I don’t have a view  
on climate change 

Q2 In general, what is your attitude towards offshore wind projects?  

 I support them  I oppose them  
I don’t have a view on 
offshore wind projects 

Q3 How would you describe your knowledge of the West of Orkney Windfarm development?  

 l am very well informed  I know a lot  I know a little  I know very little  I know nothing at all 

The proposed West of Orkney Windfarm… 

Q4 If the West of Orkney Windfarm goes ahead what effect, if any, do you think it will have on: 

Please one box only for each category below 
Positive/  

good effect 
Neutral/  
no effect 

Negative/  
bad effect 

Not sure 

The visual amenity of the seascape      

The visual amenity of the onshore landscape     

The natural environment     

CO2 reduction     

Birds     

Jobs & the local economy     

Tourism in the area     

Marine mammals (dolphins, seals etc.)     

Property values     

Fishing     

Other marine users     

Demand for local services (eg: healthcare & schools)     

Crime and/ or anti-social behaviour     

Community character     

Community cohesion     

Your own quality of life     

Q5 How would you describe your reaction to the West of Orkney Windfarm? (Please one box only) 

 I support it  I neither support nor oppose it  I oppose it 
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Appendix 21: Community questionnaire – 
onshore only 
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Please turn over 
 

  

Community Questionnaire 
Proposed ONSHORE Elements 

LOCATION: 
(office use only) 

 

 
 

We are keen to receive your feedback which we will use to inform the development of the ONSHORE 
elements of the West of Orkney Windfarm. This short questionnaire is one of the ways in which you are able 
to express your opinion about the project. We would also welcome your feedback on our consultation.  

This is an anonymous survey and the results will be summarised. Contact details provided for the purposes 
of receiving Project updates will only be retailed for that purpose and will be deleted thereafter. 

Please note: as a planning application has not yet been submitted, written comments submitted on this form 
will be received by West of Orkney Windfarm only. Representations to The Highland Council, as the local 
planning authority, can be made when a formal application is made.  

Your views… 

Q1 Do you have any comments to make on the proposed ONSHORE elements for the West of Orkney Windfarm? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q2 Do you have any suggestions for ‘screening’ the onshore substation? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q3 In general, what is your reaction to the proposed ONSHORE elements for the West of Orkney Windfarm?  

¨ I support it ¨ I neither support nor oppose it ¨ I oppose it 
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Your experience of our engagement… 

It is important that we take into account the views of local people when developing these proposals and we would value 
your input on how best to engage with local communities. 

Q4 Please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree with the following statements:  

Please Pone box only for each statement 
Strongly 

agree 
Slightly 
agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Slightly 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Not 
applicable 

The event or online information has enhanced my 
knowledge of the West of Orkney Windfarm 

      

The event or online information has given me a good 
opportunity to participate in the planning process. 

      

The level of information is appropriate to my needs.       

I prefer to attend face-to-face consultation events.       

I prefer to attend online virtual consultation events.       

Q5 Do you have further comments about how we engage with the local community? 

 
 
 

About you… 

So that we are able to ensure that we include the views of people from across the community, please tell us a bit about 
yourself. (This information will only be used for reporting purposes to indicate the reach of this engagement and will not 
be used to identify you.) 

Q6 Which local authority area do you currently live in?  

¨ The Highland Council (Caithness area) ¨ The Highland Council (Sutherland area) 

¨ Other  

(please specify) 

…………………………………………………………………… 

If you are a visitor, please state the reason for your visit 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

Q7 What is your postcode (we will NOT use this to identify you)?  

       

Q8 How old are you? 

¨ Under 16yrs ¨ 16-29yrs ¨ 30-44yrs ¨ 45-59yrs ¨ 60-74yrs ¨ 75yrs & over 

Project updates… 

Q9 In future, how would you like us to keep you updated on the progress of the Project? 

Email 
Post/ leaflet through 

the door 
Website/ virtual 

exhibition 
Face-to-face 

events 
Press/ media 

coverage Social media 
I do NOT want 

updated 

¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ 

Q10 To receive Project updates, please provide an email or postal address: 

Name:  Email:  

Address:  
 
 

Thank you for completing this questionnaire 

All the information that you have provided will be processed in accordance with your rights under the Data Protection Act and the General Data 

Protection Regulations in line with our privacy policy which can be accessed here: https://www.westoforkney.com/privacy-policy. By providing us 
with your contact details, you are giving us your consent to use your data to keep you updated on the West of Orkney Windfarm only. We will not 
use your data for any other purpose without first seeking further consent from you. 
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Contacts 

Name: Jack Farnham  Name: Liz Foubister 

Title: Development Manager  Title: EIA Manager 

   

    

    

 

Name: Victoria McCusker  Name: Shona Morrison 

Title: Stakeholder Manager  Title: Stakeholder Assistant  

   

    

    

 
  

<Redacted>
<Redacted>

<Redacted>
<Redacted>
<Redacted>

<Redacted><Redacted>

<Redacted>



  

 

 




